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- cemagm m——-

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, efg.
MEMBER of PARLIAMENT,

'Fo'.r the cvou'n'ty of YORK.

'THOUGH I cannot boaft the honor of being Jo much as even pevfonally kiown Lo you, yet

have I prefumed to addrefs to you the following hiftory of the town and county of Kingston-
upon-Hull, and to make choice of you for ils patron.

The fubjeit itfelf, indecd, feems naturaily to claim the protection of one who drew his firfl breaih
in the town; and whofe eminent abilities have ever been invariably exerted in promoting iis
profperity and honor : nor do I know where o _find a more candid reader, and an abler judgc of
what I here prefent you with, or how to’ give the world a more convincing procf of my profiund

-refpect and veneration, for tranfcendent merit. The beneficent wfe you make of thofe admirable

talents with whick providence has bleffed you, is not confined to your fellow fubjeils only, bul extends
to the whole of the human [pecies.  Impelled by motives truly chriftian, you have long [lood forth
the generous and humane advocate of the degraded Afvican, and every breafl, that feels for human
wretchednefs, goes along wilh you, and fincerely wifhes you may be an infirument, under divine
providence, of undoing the heavy burden, and of removing the foreft calamity, that, perhaps, ever
afflitted the human race. This, fir, it muft be confeffed by all, is employing thofe accomplifhments
which adorn your charadler, to the befl of all purpofes, and your name _fhall fland recorded in the
fuithful page of hiftory, as the friend and advocate of the unfortunate and oppreffed.

Though the zeal and affiduity with whick you have for fo long a time, fo earneflly and fo laud-

ably endeavoured to put a final period to a [yfem of iniquily, which has been too long fuffered to

difgrace our national charaller, by the total abolition of a traffic, at the very thoughts of which
humanity fhudders, be proof fufficient, that peace of confcience, the favor of God, and the hope and
expeélion of a future reward of eternal happinefs, are to you much higher motives for doing good,
than the praifes of men, or the flecting breath of popular applaufe, yet however averfe you may be
to fuch praifes, or even to hear your own juft commendations, they will ever be the voluntary
trabutes, which the good and virtuous can never withold from your high accomplifkments, joined to

thofe
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thofe pullic virtves, wiich, on a'loccofions, yow difplay witk powerful energy for tie befl interefs
of your country; nor frem your genevous and noble efforts to lejfen the portion of human mifery. To
combat cruelty and oppreflion, to be the advocale of the vnjured ard miferable, the defender of tl.e
friendlefs and unfortunate, this, fir, is certainly the way to immortalize your memiory, and to g:ue
you the veneration due to fuch univerfal philanthropy.

The eminent qualities you difplayed in carly life, foon altraficd the admiration, and obtained you
the favor of all fuch as had the opportunity of knowing you mofl intimately.  The town of Huily
proud of the Lonor of your birth, availed itfe!f of that knowlelse, and firft colicd forth thefe great
abilities of which you are mafler, in the [ervice of the public, by eleiling you their reprefentative in
the Britifh fenate. This important truft you difcharged with fuch a prevailing integrity, as to
gain the approbation of all, even of thofe whofe political [entiments were the moft oppofite to your
own ; and at the fame time, by an invincible loyeity to your prince, unfhaken attachment to our
happy cftablifhment, and that genuine patriotifm, which you ever exhibit with fo prevailing an
cffcét, as to endear the mame of mr. Wilberforce to every true friend of your country, and to procure
you the honor, you fo well merited, of reprefenting in two fucceffive parliaments, the largeft, and
one of the moft populous counties in England.

Thefe pleafing and diftinguifhing marks of the entire approbation of your fellow citizens, are
much better panegyrics than any a much abler pen than mine can prefume to make you. I, there-
JSoie, fhall forbear to add any thing further, but my wifles that you may long live to ferve your
country, to combat with fuccefs injuflice and oppreffion, that as you advance in ycars, you mcy
advance in happinefs, and that you will be pleafed to pardon this prefumption in

Jfiry your
moft devoted,
moft obedient, and

moft humble fervant,

JOHN TICKELL.
HEDON, ]July, 1796. ’



PREFACE.

MONGST the many local hiftories which of late years have been intro-
duced into the world, few, we would fain hope, will be found more
gcneral]y interefting, confidering the exceflive mercantile tafte of the age, than
the hiftory of that renowned and flourifhing fea port town, with which we here .
- prefent the reader. A town which, though famed for many ages, as affording to
the Britifh nation one of its beft barriers againft foreign invafion, he will perccive,
owes all its/prefent celebrity and the opulence to which it has attained, to the
{pirit of trade and commerce, which at this day has fo widely, and perhaps, with
too prevailing an energy, diffufeditfelf through the nation.  To perufe the annals
of a town that has once flourithed in trade and opulence, and fhone in all the
pride of profperity, but which is now totally bereft of its former fplendor, and
funk into obfcurity and infignificancy, may, irdeed, teach a ufeful leflon to the
moralift, and afford more rich and ample materials to gratify the curiofity of the
antiquary ; yet the pleafure refulting from fuch contemplations, is ever neceffarily
blended and mixed with a confiderable portion of alloy. But the foliowing
hiftory, which treats of a town of no great antiquity indeed, but which, by the
vigour and enterprizing {pirit of modern times, holds at prefent a refpectable part,
and is faft advancing to a degree of eminence not inconfiderable among the trading
and commercial ports of Europe, we flatter ourfelves, will prove a much more

agrecable entertainment to the generality of readers.
Nor will the antiquary, perhaps, find himfelf altogether difappointed, for if he
muft not expe@ to find here many monuments of Roman ingenuity to gratify his
b curiofity,
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curiofity, yet ftill the town is not of fo very modern a date, but that he will find
the following fheets contain feveral curiofities venerable for their age, and fome
genuine monuments of antiquity whereon to exercife his fagacity.  If they are
fewer than he could have wifhed, we can with great truth affure him, that the
fault is not in us, as we have fpared neither labour nor expence in our fearch after
them, and in procuring fuch of them within the limits of this hiftory, as have yet
had the fortunc to efcape the confuming hand of time and ruin, to be as faithfully
delineated as they are neatly and elegantly engraved.  But that which renders a
work of this kind more generally interefting and entcrtaining, is that ufcful and
profitable inftruction, which paft and diftant ages afford to the prefent, and the
pleafure we feel in contemplating the cuftoms and manners of men, very remote
from us either in time or place.

Were it not for the information we receive from hiftory, we fhould at this day
have remained as ignorant of the tranfactions of our anceftors fome centurics paft,
a few vague and uncertain traditions only excepted, as we are of thofe things
which fhall be tranfact:d by our pofterity, in the ages that are yet concealed in the
womb of time.

To know what has paffed feveral ages before we, in the wife courfe of provi-
dence, were called into exiftence ; to view the rife and progrefs of a fea port formed
by the hand of nature, and foftered in its infancy by royal munificence, and to
confider the origin and decay, the virtues and vices of fuch of its inhabitants as
from time to time have rifen to any degree of eminence, agreeably amufe the mind,
and improve the underftanding. By becoming acquainted with the cuftoms and
manners of former ages, and comparing them with thofe of the prefent, we are
fully qualified to appreciate their feveral merits, to form a true eftimate, and put
a juft value upon the refinements and improvements, or to deplore the abfurdity
or depravity of our own times; if we fhould have the misfortune to find, that,
notwithftanding all the boafted refinements of the age, the probity, picty and
virtue of former times equalled, or perhaps furpafled the prefent, and that the
fpirit of trade, carried to excefs, however abundantly it may conduce to temporal
profperity, is unfortunately much lefs favorable to the interefts of religion and
morality.  For however our modern advocates for licentioufnefs and irreligion
may pretend to-ridicule the miftaken devotion of former ages, yet the large, and

even
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PREFACE. vii

even immenfe fums they gave away in chantries, obiits, for the endowments of
monafteries, and other religious purpofes, muft furely excite our admiration, and
infpire us with the moft profound veneration for the religious zeal and piety of
our anceftors. - .

With refpect to the following work we ﬂmll fay but little. What will be
the general reception it may meet with from the world we pretend not to fortel,

and time only can determine. With the greateft veracity, however, we can aftirm,

that neither pains nor coft have been fpared to render it as complete as pofiible,
and to fulfil our engagements with our fubfcribers. The undertaking itfelf will
be confefled by all, to be arduous and honorable, fo that if it be found in fome
degree tiffued with imbecility in the execution, it may yet, we hope, prove fuch as
to lay claim to, and be entitled to the indulgence of a candid public: for it is an
undoubted truth, that they who do the beft their circumftances will allow, do
well,—ad& nobly. To pleafeall is impoffible. The utmoft care, however, has been
taken in compiling the following work to make it as generally ufeful and enter-
taining as the nature of the fubject or our materials would admit of. The anti-
quary, it is prefumed, will find here fome pieces from manufcripts never before
printed, and thofe who read for recreation, or a more entertaining information, in
here tracing from its firft original, through a period of five centuries, the progrefs
of the firft commercial town in this part of the kingdom, wnll probably not find
themfelves difappointed.

In introducing a work of this kind into the world, it is no more than a fmall
tribute which equity demands from us, to make a candid and grateful acknow-
ledgement to thofe worthy benefaors, from whom we have received affiftance
towards the carrying on of fo great and laborious an undertaking.  Their num-

ber, it is true, is but fmall, and much fewer than, in a town fo opulent, at our-

firft fetting out, we had reafon to hope would cheerfully have ftepped forward,

and generoufly lent an helping hand, in order to enable us the better to.carry the
defign into execution. This defe@, however, we flatter ourfelves, is fully fup-
plied by the labour and affiduity that have been taken, at an expence difpropor-
tionate, perhaps, to any profits that may accrue from the publication.  But be
this as it may, we with pleafure embrace this opportunity of doing juftice to thofe

whofe able and generous affiftance, we have had the good fortune to experience.
Amongft
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Amongft thefe, the firlt that cccur are thofe two truly worthy and refpectable
bodies of men, the corporations of the town, and trinity-houfe, whomn we cannot
mention with too much refpe@ and honor, for the free and ready accefs they at
all times fo generoufly afforded us to the ancient inftruments and records of their
refpetive fraternities, and which compofe fo confiderable a part of this volume.
Nor are our obligations lefs to that noble perfonage, the moft honorable the mar-
quis of Lanfdowne, who out of that gencrous difpofition to ferve the public, which
is ever infeparable from noble minds, with an affability worthy of his high rank,
in the moft courteous manner entrufted us with three volumes of valuable manu-
fcripts relative to the town of Hull. Thefe volumes are the more prizcable, as
we have met with feveral manuferipts in them, which we found not either in
the town’s records, or in any other of the manufcripts that fcll into our hands ;
and the following pages will fufficiently teftify the affiftance we have reccived
from them.

Our tribute of gratitude is equally due to thofe private perfons, who being in
poflefiion of authentic records refpeting the town, or ancient drawings, have been

fo generous and cominunicative, as to oblige the public with them. And here we

thankfully acknowledge our obligations to mr. Anthony Atkinfon, mr. Jofcph
Moor, and Benjamin Metcalfe, efq. all of Hull ; and mr. Robert Wife, of Meaux,
the two former for the manufcripts, and the two latter for the drawings, they were
fo kind as to furnith us with ; and it were not a little to be withed there had been
many more as well inclined to contribute to, and promote the improvement of this
work. But our thanks gnd gratitude are in a more particular manner due to the
rev. mr. John Beatfon of Hull, for the generous, conftant, and able aflift-
ance he has at all times, from the very commencement of this work, {o freely and

«candidly afforded us, and to whofe attention, learning, and abilities, the work itfelf

is fo greatly indcbted. This worthy gentleman has contributed more than any
other perfon towards the improving of this work, by the pains and care he has
been pleafed to take in examining and revifing the copy, corre&ing the prefs, and

fuggefting many ufeful dire¢tions and informations, which have been of the
greateft benefit and advantage.

To all our other friends and correfpondents, whofe kind and unweariced atten-
tion to our numerous and various interrogatories, fufficiently evinced their ftrong

inclination
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PREFACE. ix

inclination and defire to promote and aflift the undertaking, and whofe remarks
and obfervations made and taken upon the place, have enabled us to proceed with a
fuperior degree of accuratenefs, we defire to return our moft fincere and cordial .
thanks ;* and to our fubfcribers in general by whofe encouragement we have been
able to go through with, and bring to maturity fo laborious and expenfive an en-
terprize.  And thus much for the acknowledgement of favors received frem
private friends and benefators. .

Among the anthorities quoted in the following pages, the reader will find fre-
quent references made to the manufcripts of the rev. Abraham de la Prime.
This gentleman was reader in the church of holy ft. trinity, near the clofe of the
laft century, and was employed by the bench of mayor and aldermen,. to infpect
and arrange the ancient records of the corporation. A tafk he wasdoubtlefs well
qualified to perform, and which he has executed with the greateft diligence and
attention ; for being a native of the place, he appears to have had a peculiar
pleafure,t in fcarchihg into the regifters of “the town, ¢ that heard his cries, and .
gave him birth.”

From thefe original papers he has made large extracts, which are bound up in
volumes, and lodged in the guild-hall, with a general index direcing us to the
originals ; fo that any record, previous to the period bounded by the prefent cen- .
tury, may be as readily examined here, as an enrolment in one of our re-
gifter offices.

Before we conclude this preface, it may, perhaps, not be unacceptable to many- -
of our readers to be informed of what Camden, the celebrated Britith antiquary,
fays of the famous river, upon the banks of which this town is fituated,{ and to
which it owes all its luftre, and even its very exiftence.

) : large

* Notwith{tanding the helps received from various manulcripts, and the information derived from corre-

fpondents and other friends, the compiler confiders it as no more than an a& of juftice to obferve here, and he

hopes he may do it without offence, that this hiitory owes its chicf fupport to the uncommon ardour and

afiduity of mr. Thomas Browne, whofe unremitted attention and eager purfuit after information for feveral

years, enabled him to procure materials for the moft confiderable and agreeable part of it.  And as he may
be faid to have laid the £itft ftone in the foundation of this ftruture, fo has he had a principal hand in rearing

and finithing the edifice.
t Nefcio qua natale folum dulcedine cunétos.
Ducit. Ovid.
$ The town of Kingfton.upon-Hull is fituated on the northern fhore of the river, about twenty miles from '
its mouth, in 3. 38. north latitudc, and 1 5 min, W, longitude from London,
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Ptolomy, he tells us, called it the Eftuary Abus ; the Saxons Humber, and the
land, lying north of it, North Humber- land, which, in the heptarchy, became a
large kingdom.  Both thefe names,* he thinks, are derived from the Britith word
Aber, which fignifies the mouth of a river, and probably given to this by way of
emincnce, becaufe the Eurus, or Oufe, with the many rivers that empty them-
felves into it, as well as other large rivers, difcharge their waters in this Eftuary,
which is certainly the largeft in all Englard, and the mo{t abounding with fifh.
Certe totius Britanniz ®ftuarium eft ampliffimum et pifcofiffimum.4

The rivers that pour their waters into the Humber, are firft, in Yorkfhire, the
Ure, Nidd, Wharfe, Darwent, Calder, Sheaf, Don and Aire, into the river Oufe.

In Lincolnfhire the Old River Don, the Idle, the Darwent, from Derby and
the Soar, pour their waters into the Trent.

The Oufe, Trent, Ancholme and Hull, into the great river Humber, and
after uniting their ftreams continue their courfe to the Spurn point, and there
empty themfelves into-the German Ocean.

Of the cuts and other embellithments which illuftrate and adorn this perform-
ance, we fhall fay nothing. Some of them at leaft, we hope, will be found
fufficiently interefting, and all of them executed in fuch a manner as neither to
difcredit their engraver, nor difappoint the public expectation. We therefore
{fubmit the whole performance to the impartial judgment of a candid and judicious
public, from whom fhould it prove fo fortunate as to meet with a favorable accep-
tance, we thall confider it as more than a compenfation for all the toil and expence
it has coft.

* Utranque Nomen ex Aber Britannico deflexum videtur, quod Fluminis oftium illis denotat, et yx1' ifoyn
impofitum exiftimen, quod urfus, five Oufa plurimos Fluvios fuo hofpitio exceptos in hoc deducit, aliaque
maximi ncminis Flumina in illud evolvuntur.  Cam. p. 577.

t Some of our old poets, amonglt whom is Alexander Nuham, whom Camden quotes, pretend that the
firlk fyllable of Humber is derived from a people or country that belonged to a prince, who, flying before a
Britifh king, called Locrine, that purfued him, perifhed in attempting to crofs this river, and from whom it

tcek its name,
Hunnorum princeps oftendens terga Locrino,

Submer{us nomen contulit humoris aqua.
Dum fugit obftat ci Flumen, fubmergitur illic,
Deque fuo tribuit nomine, nomen aquz, Cam. p. 577.
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KINGSTON-UPON-HULL.

CHAP L

The low Situation of the Ground before the Building of the
Town.—The Country deflroyed by the Danes.—How taxed
in the Reign of William the Conqueror.—The Abbey of
Melfa, or Meaux.—The Town firft built.—Great Privi- -
leges, &c. granted to it by Edward the Furft.—Its rapid
Increafe.—The Buiding of the Church of Holy Trinity.—
The Streets paved.—Account of Haltemprice Monaflery.—
St. Auguftine’s Friery.—Hiftory of the Family of the De la
Poles.—Building St. Michael's Monaflery.—Charter Houfe.

THE town of Kingfton-upon-Hull is fo advantageoufiy fituated at
. the confluence of the two famous rivers Humber and Hull, and has
been fo peculiarly favoured by nature, that art had little to do in order to
make it one of the moft commodious and fafe havens for fhips, of any in
this part of England ; and confequently the fituation itfelf does honour

to the wifdom and penetrating abilities of King Edward the Firft, its

A : ' royal
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The low fi.
tuationofthe

ground, &c.

[ 21
royal founder.—Though this town cannot trace its antiquity farther back
than thereign of this viGorious and renowned Monarch, yet through his
powerful encouragement, and the many and great privileges and immu-
nities he beftowed upon it, we foon after this period find.it becoming a
place of confiderable importance, and gradually increafing in population,
trade, and affluence.

This part of the country, upon which the town now ftands, appears
formerly to have been nothing better than a low, fwampy point of land,
forming an obtufe angle between the two above-mentioned rivers,
fubje& to continual inundgtions, till, in procefs of time, thefe frequent
over-flowings had warped, and caft up fo.much fand and.carth, as to
raife it toa ccmpetent height and drynefs.  But, as nature, in producing
fuch like ufeful improvements, is often exceedingly flow in her operations,
it is very reafonable to fuppofe, that a.great many centuries muft have
elapfed, in effecting this change, and raifing this low point of land to a
fufficient height to become the comfortable refidence of man.

-When Julius Cafar firft landed in Britain, about fixty years bcfore the
birth of Chrift, this part of the ifland conftituted a part of the kingdom
of the Brigantes.—This powerful and far-fpreading kmgdom, conﬁﬁed
of three fubordmate clans, the Parifii, who were feated, in exérema orien-
tali plaga, or the eaitern parts of Yorkthire, to the fea coaft ;—the Bri-
gantes, properly fo called, who dwelt on the north and weft of the for-
mer, and occupied the more midland parts ;—and the Volantii, and
Siftantii, who were placed on the weftern coaft, the former inhabiting
the northern counties of Weftmoreland and Cumberland, and the
Siftantii the fouthern parts of Lancafhire, extending together from
Solway Firth in Cumberland, to the river Merfey in Lancafhire.

But, in after ages, when the Romans had conquered the whole nation,
and divided it into provinces, this part of the country fell into that dif-
tri@ which was called Maxima C=farienfis, which included all Yorkfhire,
and the northern countles as far as the Pi&s Wall —But the Romans,
foon after being called home to defend their own country from the in-

curfions
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curfions of the Géths and Vandalls, the Saxons landed and poflefled 4-D- 830»"
themfelves of the whole ifland, and divided it into kingdoms ; and'then Y™
this part of the country became a part of the kingdom of Deira, which .

was afterwards (by conqueft) united to the great Kingdom of Northum. .

bertand : and thus it continued_till the year.830; when Egbett, King of -

the Angles, having.fubdued the whole Saxon Heptarchy, brought the -

whole nation under fubjection to himfelf, and united it all into one.exe -

tenfive and powerful Moparchy.. ~~ - -

Then the Danes, thofe rapacious-and cruel {poilers; making frequent 'ggo“n';? '{:-‘
defeents upon this ifland, many times entered the Humber, and ferved o pane)-
the poor fithermen, and their houfes, that they found on this low and
naked pointiof land, (as they did all perfons and places wherever they
came) burning, murdering, and deftroying all before them.—Without -
doubt, therefore, . the country, for.a confiderable. diftance on hoth fides ;’
the river. Humber, muft, after thofe repeated ravages, have prefented a .
very affliting and melancholy fpectacle.—But. about one hundred years -
after this, the Danes ‘being all driven out of the land by the wife and po- -
litic condu& of ,Kir;g_ Edward the Confeflor, this nation enjoyed the : ~
bleffing of peace, with but finall interruptions, uatil William the Con~-
queror. came to the Crown..

In the fourth year of whofe reign, Swein, Kirg of Denmark; eame -
with a great fleet into the Humber ; and having deftroyed the country,
on both fides theriver, then proceeding on to York, they took and plun- -
dered that ancient and opulent city. '

At the time of this invafion, we find this part of the country to have :
been inhabited,.for an old record makes particular mention of the villages .
of Ferriby, Drypole, Sculcoates, and Myton,. being then wafted and de-
firoyed by thofe favage and deftrucive intruders.—Mytan appears to .
have been at that time 2 finall hamlet, confifting of a few ftragling -
houfes ranged along the. Humber; and the country adjacent, an open..

‘pafture, or cemmon. | , o
o A2 About
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The tax by
William the
Conqucror.

[ 4]

About nine years after this, the King commanded a general furvey to
be taken of the whole nation, * and of every city, town, village, hamlet,
church, chapel, monaftery, mill, &c. and of all the land, whether tillage,
meadow, or wafte ; who were the owners and tenants thereof ; what they
had been taxed at by the Danes in Edward the Confeffor’s time, and what
in his own.—This furvey ccrtnﬁcd his Majefty of this part of the

“country, as follows :

¢ In the Eaft-Riding of Yorkfhire, (Hafle} Hundred) lands or pof-
*¢ feflions of Radulph, or Ralph de Mortimer, therein. +-—Ferriby is a
¢ manor, in which Edina now enjoys almoft one thoufand acres, that
¢ had been affeffed at the Dane-Gelt, or great tax of the Danes, for no
*¢ more than five hundred pence.—Ralph de Mortimer was lord of this
¢ manor, and had here under him fourteen villains, or fmall farmers, oc-
« cupying three caracutes, or ploughlands, which amounted to thres
¢¢ hundred acres.—There was here alfo a church, and a minifter belong-
“ing to it, in the reign of King Edward the Confeffor: The whole.
¢ manor, and all the villages therein, were affeffed at one hundred fhil-
¢ lings ; but afterwards, on account of the repcated -devaftations made
¢¢ by the Danes, it was taxed at no more than fixty."” '

¢« To the fame manor of Ferriby belonged then the followmg villages
¢ and hamlets : Kirk-Ella, in which were only two bovates of land,
¢¢ that contained about thirty acres of tillage; Waudby, in which were
¢« about one hundred acres in tillage ; Riplingham, in which were about
¢ one hundred and twenty acres in tillage ; Yorkfleet, in which were
¢¢ about one hundred acres in tillage ; Woolferton, in which were about
‘¢ one hundred and forty acres in tillage ; and Haffel, in which were about
‘¢ one hundred acres in tillage.”

All the above were reckoned, in the Danifh tax, at fix caracutes and a
half (each being one hundred and twenty-five acres) befides thofe in
Ferriby.—But by much the greater part of thefc lands then lay wafte,
the country being not, at that time, recovered from the injuries infliGed

by
¢ Vide Brady,—P, 205, 206, + Doomfday-Book..
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by the Danes.—In Haffel, four villains, or petty farmers, occupiedone #-D.1070)
caracute more.—In Sculcoates, or Cowfcoates, the Archbifhop of York -
had about one hundredacres ; and, in Drrypool, near twenty more, with
an arable clofe, which then laid wafte.—In the manors of Sculcoates and
Drsypaol, Ote and Ravenhill poffefled three bovates of land, which
amounted to about one hundred and thirty acres : this land, alfo, was fo
heavily taxed at the Dane-Gelt, that two of them lay ufelefs till the time
of Edward the Confeflar, when the tax was mmgated and fixed at thirty
fhillings per annum.

From all which, it is evxdcnt, that tfus part of the country was but
very thinly inhabited before the Norman Conqueft: That, as the Danes
had, at different times, laid wafte the greateft part of it;—fo it continued,
in many places,. rude and uncultivated at the time of this furvey, and,
perhaps, for a confiderable number of years fubfequent to. this period :
That Ferriby was then the principal town in this neighbourhood,. al-
though it appears not to have contained more than between twenty and
thirty houfes ;—fcarce any. of the reft confifted of above one third of that.
number.—Ralph. de. Mortimer was. lord of them all, as he was alfo of
Nechafom, Spillington, Grypton, Brifton, Honvilgeton, Fullarthorp,
Cheteleftorn, Middleburn, and feveral other towns, and ample domains in
Yorkfthire, as.well as.in feveral other counties of England, and from whom
afterwards. defcended the famous Earls-of March.

Many, if not allthe aforefaid towns, fuch as. Rxplinghani, Sculcoates,,
and Drypeol, were-in the parith of Ferriby ;- and. thither the inhabitants
muft have reforted to hear divine fervice, the Mother Church being in
that town, and, perhaps, not another ata mare convenient diftance. The
town; or hamlet, of Wyke, had then not.a being ;. for, had there then
been any fuch, it would, doubtle(s, have been taken notice of in this-

moft firiet and: general furvey.—Myton was the only hamlet on this.
neck of land, and it confifted of but a few mean cottages of poor. people,,
who fubfifted by fithing, grazmg, or a little tillage.. ,

Soon
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Soon after this period, we find all the aforefaid towns agair in-
habited;, and flourithing more than ever.—In the reign of King Stephen,
in the year 1150, * William le Grofs, Earl of Albemarle, to difen-
gage himElf from a vow he had made to vifit Jerufalem, to the
honour of God, and great good of this part of the country,
founded a monaftery at Melfa, or Meaux + (a place about feven miles

north of Hull) and Monks were brought to it from Fountain’s-Abbey.
Thefe -

* Dugdale’s Monafticon, P. 793.

+ Meaux was fo called by its inhabitants, who came into England with the Norman Conqueror,
and named their new feat according to the name of the city of Mcaux-in Normandy, from whence
they came. ‘The Founder of this Abbey was William le Grofs, Earl of Albemarle, and Lord of
Boldemefs, and in amanner of all Yorkfhire ; who having vowed a journey to Jerufalem, and being
by reafon of his age, and the unweildinefs of hisbody, not well able to perform fuch a voyage, built
this monaftery by way of commutation of his vow. This he gave to God and the Bleffed Virgin
Mary, introducing a convent of Monks from the monaftery of Fountain’s (which ftood near Ripon
m the north-riding of Yorkfhirc) of whom one Adams was made the firft Abbot; which Monks
at firft got their living by the work of fheir hands,’and fweat of their brows, but were, not long
after, plentifully endowed with lands and revenues by the faid Earl. This William de la Grofs
was grandfon of Odo, to whom William the Conqueror gave his fifter in marriage, and the Ifle of
Holdernefs ; the Archbifhop of Roan gave him the county of Albemarle to hold of him, by the fer-
vice of his being his ftandard-bearcr in his expeditions, atterided with ten Knights—The linc of this
William being not long after extin&, the county of Albemarle, and Honour of Holdernefs, ef-
cheated to the Crown for want of heirs.—This monaftery was begun, and the Monks firft enu:md
there, under their Abbot (Adam) on the firft of January, 1150.

Richard de Ottringham, rc€or of the church of Shelford, in the Diocefe of Ely, by his dced,
dated Anno Domini 1317, gave divers lands to the Abbot and convent here, for the maintenance
of a perpetuat chantery of feven Monks of this houfe, at the porch of their Abbey-Church. The
number of the Monks, in this Abbey, were fifty.—The lands given to this Abbey were confirmed
to it by King John, in the fixth year of his reign.—This monaftery, at its fuppreffion, was valued at
two hundred and ninety-nine pounds fix fhillings and fourpence.

The Monks who inhabited here, were of the Ciftereian order.—This. order, Robert, Abbot of
Molefme (by licenfe of Hugo, Archbifhop of Lyens, the Pope’s Legate) firft inftituted in the year

" of our Lord 1098, in a defart place called Ciftercium, in the Dutchy of Burgundy, the rule of St.

.Bennet being not duly obferved in his old monaftery. In this order, therefore, they betook them-
ifelves to the ftri&t obfervance of St. Bennet's rule, and obtained great privileges from the Pope.
This St. Bennet wtit his rule in the year 516, which was approved by the whole church.

To avoid pride and fuperfluity, they were to have no croffes of gold or filver, but only of wood 3
their chalices were to be of filver, and not of gold, &c. The fecond Abbot of this order was one
Stephen, an Englifbman, Vide Monafticon Anglicanum; Vol. I. P. 695, 699, 700.
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"Thefe Monks, through the bounty of feveral people of fortune, foon be- 4.
-came rich, and enabled to pucchafe fair eftates. One Maud Camin, a

gentlewoman of property, fold to the Abbot and Monks of the faid mo-
‘naftery, two parts of land that fhe had in the village of Mytor, which
included feven ftengs, four bovates, pafture for eight Iheep,' with a toft,
-and a hall in it, a fithery in the river Humber, two parts of her falt-
pits, two parts of Cotefcroft, as many of Lancroft, with all her lordthip
of the whole village, for ninety-one marks of filver ; which the folemnly
confirmed to them by oath, and by laying her hand on the Holy Gofpels
‘of God, in the prefence of Richard, fon of Schorus, of Lord Sayer, of
Sutton, in Holdernefs ; whofe monument ‘has yet withftood the injurics
of time, and remains there at this day ; William of Limmingburgh ;

Thomas, Prieft of Wawn ; Thomas, the brother of Benedi&t of Scul-
coates ; Adam and Alexander, the fons of John the Prieft. :

" 'The firft time we meet with any mention made of the fmalt hamlet of
Wyke, .in any record, is in the year I 1745 when, amongft other

poffeflions, it was given to the aforefaid monaﬁery, in the followmg (ﬂ:&
fervable words :

‘¢ In the time of Philip the Abbot, the fon of John of Meaux, gave

to the Abbey of Meaux, four oxgangs of land-in Myton, and pafture for
four hundred fheep, with the feat of ‘one fithery in Humber, and twé
parts of the falt-pits there, with a toft and a hall in it, with two parts of
his lands in Wyke, and all the appurtenances belongmg thereto. Wils
liam of Sutton, and Benedit of Sculcoates, gave them the other part of
Wyke, within the Water-Furrows, to the bounds of Old- Hull
which place there formerly was a grange, or farm-houfe, divided from the
fouth part of Old-Hull and Humber. Be it known further, alfo, that
in old times, Ncw-Hull was nothmg buta great dyke, or fewer, ongmally
made to drain the country ; which, in procefs of txme, both by the
defcent of all the waters that way, and by Old-Hull’s warping up, grew
exceeding deep and wide.—Hence it was called fometimes- New-Hull,
and other times it was callcd Saycr-Cryke, from the Lord Sayer of

Sutton ;_

A D.s150.
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CHAP. I Sutton; who did not only firft caufe the fame to be cut, but alfo had fe-
veral rights therein. 'The grange-houfe, before-mentioned, ought to be
reckoned within Wyke aforefaid, which houfe is now utterly” wafte, and

¢ the ground whereon it ftood turned into feeding paftures, now known by
the name of Grange-Wyke, and made a new manor in Myton, called
Tupcoates.”

From this valunable, and moﬁ obfervable record, it is fufficiently
evident, that there was, even then, fome fmall hamlet upon this point of
land, confifting of a few fcattered, poor cottages, called Wyke, from their
ftragling fituation : which, without doubt, belonged to, and were part of
‘Myton, though it was not inthe very place where the town of Kingfton-
upon-Hull now ftands, but about a quarter of a mile weft of it: The
grange of which was afterwards made the manor-houfe, and called by
the name of Tupcoates. .

Another thing very obfervable from this record is, that there were then
an Old-Hull, and a New-Hull ;—the former feems to have difcharged
itfelf into the Humber about half a mile beyond Drypool, and to have
broke its paffage (in fome great flood) into the latter, then only a fewer,
and to have continued its courfe therein unto this day, and grown into a

- great river, which now goes by the name of Hull, and is the haven of the
town. , |

From the time aforefaid, unto the year 1237, * which includes the fpace
of one hundred and twenty odd years, it appears, that Wyke continued
but a poor hamlet, thinly inhabited, and that the inhabitants fpent their
tunc in feeding and grazing.—The Book of Meaux fays, there was no-

here, at the very end and point of this part of the country, but
droves «of beafts, and flocks of fheep, cribbs for cows, and fheep-folds.
But, without doubt, there were then houfes here hkewxfc, to fhelter and
defend the thepherds and cowherds from the extremities of the feafons.

In"the year 1296, the Scots having made an inroad into England, the
waliant King Edward the Firft marched againft them with a brave and
S TE A well

* Book of Meaux, '
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well appointed army ; and, jbining battle, he flew twenty-eight thoufand #-D-to70
of the enemy in the field, and put the reft to flight.—After this, Bar-
wick, Dunbar, Edinborough, with feveral other places, opened their
gates to receive the Conqueror ; and Joha Baliol, their King, was forced
to refign all Scotland, by a charter dated the 1oth of July, at Brechin :
His Crown, Sceptre, Coronation Marble Chair, * from the monaftery
of Scone, Records, &c. + were fent to London. Edward himfelf, at.
tended by feveral of his warlike nobility, followed after; and, returning
B ' " through

® The marble ftone fet in this Chair is faid to be the ftone whereupan Jacob laid his hcad, when
he had thofe cxleftial and myftical vifions, mentioned in Holy Writ; which ftone was brought
out of Paleftine into Irclzr;d, and from thence carried into Scotland by King Keneth ; afterwards
tranflated to the city of Scone, and ufed for the Chair wherein the Kings fat at their caronation ;
brought out of Scotland into England by Edward the Fiift, as the beft Hiftorians of England and
Scotland relate, .

Cathedram Marmoream Regibus Seotorum fatalem, in qua infidentes Seotorum Reges coronare
confucverunt. Rex Edwardus primus é Scona Londinum tranftulit, et in Weftmonafterio (ubi
hode vifitur) depofuit. That is, * The Marble Chair fatal to the Scottifh Kings, and in which
they ufed to fit when they were crowned, was, by King Edward the Firft, moved from Scone to
London, and placed in Weftminfter Abbey, where it yet remains.” ‘ )

Itis fet, or borne, in a chair of wood, and for a perpetual honour (upon a table hanging in the
Chapel at Weftmiofter) this is writ : ' . : o

Si quid habet veri vel Chronica cana, fidefve
Clauditur hac Cathedra, Nobilis ille lapis,
Ad Caput, eximius Jacob, quondam Patriarcha,
Quem pofuit cernens numina mirifiga ;
Quem tulit ¢ Scotis Edwardus primus, &e.
If old Records fay true, this Chair
That noble ftone inclos’d does bearew
On which the Patriarch did his head reclino ’
When he view’d fcenes all wondrous and diving ; }
This the firft Edward did fram Scotland bring,

Buchanan faith,—In hovcv lapide fatum r%gfzi Scotiz continetur, The peopie, he tells ug, were
Yully perfuaded, that, in this ftone (which he calleth Lapidem Marmoream rudem) the fate of the
{ningdom is contained; -and that Fatum Regni is tbus underfood, viz. What King of Scotland foever
is Lord of this ftone, and fovereignlypoflefled thereof, fhall be King, and reign in the country
where be findeth that flone,«=Geo. Buchan,

+ M.. Wett, P‘. 428-;-430.
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CHAP. L thrdugh Holdernefs, was pleafed to honour the Lord Wakes of Baynard-

Caftle, at Cottingham, with a vifit of feveral days *.—At this place,

(which is only a few miles from where the town of Kingfton-upon-
Hull now ftands) the King and his retinue were entertained by the

noble Lord with the greateft magnificence. During his ftay here, his

Majefty, with feveral of his nobles, one day took the diverfion of hunting ;

and, having ftarted a hare, fhe led them along the delightful banks of the
river Hull to the aforefaid hamlet of Wyke.—The King, who was a
Prince of excellent underftanding and judgment, had no fooner come

up, and feen the place, than his ardour after the chaf entirely forfook
him. He was charmed with the fcene before him, and viewed, with
delight, the advantageous fituation of this hitherto neglected and obfcure
corner. He forefaw it might become fubfervient both to render the

kingdom more fecure againft foreign invafion, and at the fame time greatly
to augment its commerce. He quickly conceived a thought worthy of

- himfelf, which was, to ere@ a fortified town, and make a fafe, com-
modious harbour +.—He called the fhepherds, and encjuired of them,

How deep the river Hull was? To what height the tides flowed ? And

who was the owner of the foil >—Of all which, having fully informed
himfelf, he returned, exceedingly well pleafed, to Cottingham ; from

whence he fent for the Abbot of Meaux (who he had heard was lord of

the foil) and in exchange for fome lands of confiderable more worth in

Lincolnthire, he obtained pofleflion of the ground he fo much prized.

Nor could he prize it too high : for this piece of land is fituated between

the Humber, (a great arm of the fea, and more than two miles over, at

the diftance of near twenty miles from the ocean) wathing it on the

fouth ; and the river Hull on the north eaft, which, taking its rife on

the Yorkfhir¢ Woulds, and paffing by Driffield, here unites its ftreams

with the former river.—This conflux was. ftill more favourable to the

King’s deﬁgn, by the hlgh overflowing of the tides; which naturally

fccmed

* De 1a Pryme’s MS, colletted out of the town%s records, + Ibid,

3%
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feemed to afford not only a convenient harbour, where fhips might - D-1299
anchor fecure from the rage of tempefts, but alfo a place where veflels of
the greateft burden might approach the fliore near enough to load or

unload their cargoes. The other fide, -which lay open to the country,

feemed capable of being fortified in fuch a manner, and at a {mall ex-

pence, as to make it almoft, if ot altogether impregnable.

Edward, having thus far fucceeded-in his defign, loft no time in put-

ting that defign into execution ; but forthwith iffued outa proclamation,

offering great freedoms, privileges, and immunities, to whoever pleafed to The town
to build and inhabit there. In order that this proclamation might have the buil.
fpeedier and greater effe@, he caufed a manor-hall to be erected for himfelf,

at the fame time honouring the town with the royal appellation of King-
fton—that is, King’s Town; which name it derives from its auguﬁ:
Founder.
In the 27th year of this King's reign, the harbour was finithed ; the The et
Charter.
town was made free ; and all its inhabitants, from that timne, bccamc e
Free Burgefles, as appears by the original Charter *.
B2 This
* Copy of the firft Charter granted this town by King Edward I.—¢ Edward, by the grace of God,
King of England, Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Aquitain: To all Archbifhops, Bifhops, Abbots,
Priors, Earls, Barons, Juftices, Sheriffs, Provefts, greeting. Know ye, that to the melioration, bet-
ternefs, and increale of our town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, and to the further utility and profit of
our men of the fame,—We will and grant, for Us and our Heirs, that our town aforefaid, from
henceforth, be a Free Borough, and the men of the fame town be Free Bﬁrgeﬂ'es; and have all the
liberties, privileges, and free cuftoms belonging to a Free Borough, for ever; fo that the faid
Borough be kept by fome faithful man, by Us and our Heirs, fucceffively to be chofen, who fhall
be called the Warden of the faid Borough, and fhall take, before the Burgefles of the fame, a cor-
poral oath upon the Holy Gofpels of God, that he will moft faithfully keep all the liberties, pri-
vileges, and immunities by Us to the faid Borough and Burgeffes granted without blame, and will
diligently and faithfully perform, and do all thofc things which to the oﬁce of a Warden of the
faid Borough do belong. ‘
“We grant alfo, for Us and our Heirs, to the faid Burgefles, and their heirs and fucceﬁ'ors for
ever, that the lands and tenements, which, from henceforth, they fhall have in the faid Borough
they may, in their laft wills and teftaments, difpofe of them to whomfoever ‘they pleafe.
“ That they fhall have the return of all our writs whatfoever happening in the faid Borough, and

that 0o Sheriff, or other our Bailiff o Minifter, may enter into thc faxd Borough there to execute
any
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This Charter, granted to the then infant town, was figned by the Ve-
nerable Father in God William, Bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield ;
Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln; Henry de Percy; John Gregory;
Walter de Beauchamp, Steward of the King’s Houfehold ; Robert Bra-
bazon ; John de Mettingham; Peter Mallore; Walter de Glocefter,
with others: and was given at Weftminfter the 27th year of Edward
the Firft’s reign, in the year 1299.

" Thefe grants, favours, privileges, and immunities, brought here, in a
very little time, fuch an influx of people from all parts, that the huts
and fheep-folds fpeedily gave place to fpacious and elegant habitations.

A handfome, neat town, was prefently erected, which, in a few years,
abounded with thipping, merchants, tradefmen, and plenty of all things ;

draining,
any writ, brief, or office, 'upon any of the inhabitants of the faid Free Borough, but in defeft of
the faid Warden ; and that they fhall not implcad, or be impleaded in any other place than the

faid Borough, before the Warden of the fame, of any tenures, trefpafles, tranfgreflions, or con-
trats within the faid Borough made.

« And alfo, that they the faid Burgefles, and their heirs (by our writs out of Chancery) may and
fhall choofc a Coroner out of themfelves, and him fhall prefent to the Warden, before whom he
fhall take his corporal oath, that faithfully he will do and perform thofe things, which, to the office
of a Coroner in the faid Borough, do belong.

¢« Andmoreover, We will and grant, for Us and our Heirs, that a Prifon be had, and made in our
faid Borough, for the fafe keeping and chaftifement of malefators, cither therein, or thereout taken,
upon whom the aforefaid Warden may give judgment.

“ We moreover will and grant, for Us and our Heirs, that the faid Burgeffes, and their heirs
throughout the whole kingdam of our dominions, be for ever quit and free of all pontage, paffage,
pannage, murage, and all other ‘tolls and cuftoms whatfoever ; and that all they, the Burgeffes of

the faid Borough, fhall for ever peaceably enjoy all the liberties, cuftoms, and freedoms, withous

{cot and lot, fo often as the faid town fhall happen to be taxed.

« We alfo grant, for Us and our Heirs, tothe aforefaid Burgeffes, that they and their heirs for ever
fhall have two Markets in a wgek within the town aforefaid, to be kept in the places by Us to be

~ named and appointed, the one to be held upon every Tuefday, and the other upon every Friday ;.

with ene Fair every year to continue thirty days, to wit, from the day of St. Auftin after Eafter by
twenty-nine days next following, unlafs that thefe Markets apd this Fair happen to be to the prejur
dice of any of the neighbouring Markets or Fairs.

“ And do further add, will, and command, for Us and eur Heirs, that our town afarefaid, from
henceforth for ever, be a Frae Borough, and the men of the fame Free Burgefles ; and have all the
liberties, privilcges, and free cuftoms, belonging to a Free Borough, for ever,”
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draining, 'by degrees, all the flourithing towns of thefe parts,—fuch as 4.D.1301
Barton, Hedon, Pattrington, Grimfby, Ravenfrod, and others, of their .7

chief inhabitants and trade; and, by art and induftry, has, at length, -

almoft monopolized them to itfelf : fo that, as this town has continually
increafed, they have proportionably decreafed, and, at prefent, httlo, if
any commercial bufinefs, is tranfated in any of thofe towns.

* In the year of our Lord, 1301, Richard Oyfel, or Syflel, was Warden The firlt
of this town, and Robert de Barton, Bailiff ; but who firft filled thefe Warden

and Bailiffs

honourable offices, or how many there have been in all, cannot now be unknown.

known,—all the records concerning them being, long fince, totally
loft. Edward, about this time, rewarded Richard de Marewell, one of
his Valets, or Gentlemen of his Bedchamber, with.the Cuftoms of
-Pecrage for the weighing of lead, and tonnage for that of wool, in the

town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, worth about fix pounds per annum; a

very confiderable fum in thofe days. This gentleman had conftantly
attended his royal mafter in his repeated expegitions into Scatland, and
bravely fignalized himfelf by his valour and nilitary condu&.
Notwithftanding the town had already arrived ata tolerable degree of
confequence, as yet, however, the ground cohtiguous to it had been in
a great meafure negleGed : There were no highways as at prefent, nor any
confiderable number of inclofures ; o that from the quantity of water on
a level furface, and no proper drains being made, paflengers muft have
found themfelves exceedingly incommoded
To remedy this inconvenience, however, the year followmg, bemg
the 31t year of Edward I. 4 the Warden, Bailiff, and Burgeffes, pe-
titioried

* De la: Pryme.

% As this is the laft time we fhall have occafion to mention this Prince, it may not be amifs, -

here to give fome actount of his death.—Edward, after he had conquered and united Wales to
the Crown of England (which many of his predeceffors had attempted in vain) and had conquered
$cotland, and conftrained the Scots to fwear fealty to him,—fpent the winter before his death at
‘Carlifte, where he fummoned his laft Parliament. The firft bufinefs of this Aﬂ'embly was about
means to fecure the poffeffion of that kingdom, by uniting it to England ;—but the Scots, uneafy
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CHAP. L. petiﬁoned the King to iffuc out his writ to Sir Radulph, or Ralph de
Hengham, William de Carlton, and Galfrid de Hotham, to call a Jury,
and to make, dire®, and appoint ways, caufeways, and roads, from
hence to the neighbouring towns. The gentlemen, who compofed this
Jury, were people of the firft quality of any then in the town. Their
names, as tranfmitted down to us, were, Gilbert de Bedford, Alexander
Cook, Richard de Gretford, William de Berkin, Robert de Drypole,
John Seale, Michael Box, Adam Felleward, John Rottenherring, Robert
de Melton, Peter de Strange, and Robert de Aldburgh. This Jary
foon marked out, and made proper roads and highways to Hefle, Anlaby,

A Beverley,

under Edward’s yoke, made ufe of the King’s abfence, and the fharpnefs of the winter, which
hindered the Englifh troops from atting, to fhake it off. They affembled their difperfed army,
and reinforced them with frefh fupplics.—With thefe treops they attacked, and, after obtaining a
fignal viftory, took prifoner the Earl of Pembroke, who commanded in Scotland.—FEdward, {ur-
prized at this unexpetted revolution, and implacably exafperated againft the Scots, rcfolved to be
fignally revenged of that nation. To that end, he fummoned all the Vaflals of the Crown (without
exception) to meet him at Carlifle about the middle.of fummer, on pain of forfeiting their fces.
His intertion was to march into the heart of Scotland, and deftroy that kingdom from fea to fea;
but God fuffered him not to execute fo barbarousa purpofe. Scarce had he affembled (at Carlifle)
the fineft army England had ever feen, than he was fcized by a diftemper—which put an end to
his days, and all his projefts. As foon as he found himfelf ill, he expefted he fhould die; and
whilft his mind was found, he fent for Prince Edward, his eldeft fon, and earneftly recommended
to him, amonglt other things, vigoroufly to profecute the war with Scotland, till he had entirely
fubdued the Scots,—For that purpofe, he advifcd him to carry along with him his bones, at the
head of the army, not at @l queftioning but that obje&t would daumt the courage of the enemies he
had {o often vanquifhed. After thefe his laft orders to his fon, he caufed himfelfto be carried, by
cafy journies, to meet the enemy he had thrice conquered ;—but he had not advanced above feven )
miles, 'to a fmall town in Cumberland, called Burgh upon the Sands, when his ficknefs being in-
creafed by a dyfentery which came upon him, he refigned his laft breath on the 7th of July, 1307,
in the fixty-cighth year of his age, and after a reign of thirty-four years, feven months, and twenty
days.—His corps was conveyed to Weftminftcr-Abbey, and laid by Henry his father.—His Se-
pulchre is compofed of fine grey marble, upon the north fide whereof is this infcription: Edwardus
primus Scotorum Mallcas hic eft. 1308, Paftum ferva, The memory of Edward’s death has been
preferved likewife in Cumberland, on the fpot where he died, by a fquare pillar (nine yards and ,
an half high); upon the weft fide is thc following infcriptibn : Memoriz xternz. Edwardi I.
Regis Angliz longe clariffimi, qui in Belli apparatu contra Scotos occupatus, hic in caftro, obiit
7 Julii, A, D.1307.
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Beverley, Cottingham, and Holdernefs, which, probably, are the fame 4.D. 1302

that remain at this day.—From this time nothing occurred worthy of * °

being recorded until the year 1312, the fifth year of the reign of Edward ﬁ?“:’;f& 11,
the Second ; which year ftands diftinguithed for the building of the Building of
large and ftately Church of Holy Trinity—a magnificent, grand, and tple ™
beautiful ftructure.—The King, who was then at York, contributed
bountifully to this pious work ; the merchants and tradefmen of the
town, aflifted by the liberal donations of the principal gentlemen of the
neighbouring country, fupplied the reft: And thus was raifed a fund
fufficient ta compleat the eaft end and fteeple of that venerable pile.
The weft end, where divine fervice is now performed, was built in the
reign of Henry the Seventh, * about one hundred and eighty years after.
The names of thofe perfons who contributed to this handfome edifice,
are not handed down to us : Only one John Scales; one of the gentle-
men of the aforefaid Jury, (who died foon after the foundations were
laid) bequeathed his body to be buried in Holy Trinity church-yard,
with twenty fhillings to be paid out of his eftate, towards the raifing of
the fabric. This was, probably, the firft perfon who found a grave
there. But be that as it may, about twenty-five years after this,
another (of his érname) called William Scales, perhaps fon to the
aforefaid John, bequeathed his body to be interred within the church.
But amore particular account of this Church will be given hereafter.

- In the ninth year of this King’s reign, Robert de Sandal being
Cuftos, or Warden of the town, the King, at the requeft of the Bur-
gefles of Kingfton-upon-Hull, and after inquifition made, was pleafed
to found a paffage, or Ferry, to and from Barton-upon-Humber in g“?::n tl;:c’l‘
Lincolnhire, to bring and carry over men, horfes, beafts, &c. + be- )
- longing to the faid towns, and for the advantage of travellers ; and gave
the profits thereof to the Wardens and Burgefles, their heirs and fucce(-

fors, forever ; every fingle man, to pay one halfpenny ; every horfeman,
one

* If we may credit a'MargInal Note in anold Manufcript, '

]

+ De la Pryme,
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GHAP. I one penny; every cart, going over with two horfes, two-pence, &c.
This grant was made at Lincoln the 28th day of Auguft, in the afore-
faid year. ‘

, The year following, Sir Robert Haftings, Knight, was made Warden,
ﬂ“ﬁ:f:ﬁscm and John de Sutton, and Peter Mold, Bailiffs; the firft was made War-
':Y;:i‘::nlifc den, during life, by the King’s Letters Patent, for his courage, valour,
* " and fome noble and heroic deeds that he had done againft the Scots,
which gained him fo much favour with his Sovereign, that he had,
moreover, the grant of the King’s Fee-Farm Rents iffuing out of this
town, Myton, and Tupcoates—amouating, in the whole, to feventy
pounds per annum. The King, at the fame time, iffued out a Proclama-
tion to the Sheriff of Yorkfhire, that no goods fhould be fold in the

port of Hull before they were landed.

Two years after this, the aforefaid Sir Robert Haftings greatly pro-
Stweets moted and encouraged the Paving of the Strects.—This Knight made a
Poved journey to York on purpofe to wait upon his Majefty (who was then
in that city) and to folicit a grant of him, which he obtained, and which
was direGted to the Bailiffs of Kingfton-upon-Hull, to lay a toll, for the
fpace of feven years, upon all fuch commodities as fhould be expofed
in the market to fale; and the money to be employe d in the Paving of the

faid Streets. 'T'he nature of the toll was as follows : upon every quarter of
~ corn, one farthing ; upon every horfe, mare, or cow, one penny ; upon
every falmon, one farthing ; upon every lamprey, one farthing; upon
every hundred of allum and copperas, one halfpenny ; upon every hun-
dred of ftock-fith, one halfpenny, &c. This toll proved fufficiently
~ produétive for the purpofes for which it was defigned. The ftreets
were every where well paved, and made very commodious and neat.
Some authors affert, that all the ftones made ufe of for this purpofe,
were brought in fhips * for ballaft ; but, it is much more probable, that
they

* At fuch tyme as a] the trade of flokfiifch for Englend cam from Ifleland to Kingfton, becaufe
the burden of ftokfifch was light, the fhips were beliffid with great coble ftones brought out of
Iflcland,
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[ 7]
they were brought for this end from the Spurn-Head, or places adja- 4. rgo2
cent, where plenty of them were to be had. —
In the fifteenth year of this King’s reign, % many of the inhabitants

and Burgefles (being now grown rich) petitioned the King, that for the
, C C ~ . greater

Ifleland, the which yn continuance pavid 3l the town of Kingefton thoroughout, Leland’s Itine-
rary.—Fol. 56.

Cambden gives pretty nearly the fame account.

¢ Thomas, Lord Wake of Lyddcl, on the 26th of June of this year, having obtained the King's
licence, and alfo, on the 8th Ieles (8th day) of July, A. D. 1322, got licence, from Apoftolic
Authority, to found and build a monaft:ry for Cannons of the Order of St. Aultin, or Black Can-
nons, at Newton and @ottingham, began to build a religious houfe at his manor of Cottingham,
which he furnithed with Cannons from the Abbey of Brunne, in Lincolnfhire. But, becaufe a
perpetual title could not be made of this Site, the monaitery was removed, about A, D. 1324,

(by licence from Pope John the Twenty-Second, Anno Domini 1323, and confirmed by William
de Melton) to an hamlet in the neighbourhood, called Newton, Alta-Prifa, or Heltemprice, in the
county of Hull, and there dedicated it in honour of ;he Nativity of our Blefled Saviour, thc An-
nunciation of the Virgin Mary, and the Exaltation of the Holy Crofs, tho’ generally diftinguifhed
by the latter. . .

'Thc faid Thomas Wake granted to the Cannons regular of this houfe, feveral manors and lands, ’
with great liberties of leets, &c. and commons of pafturc, in pure and perpetual alms, with general
Wwarmanty,— John de-Meaux, of Bewyke, by his deed, dated Anno 1361 (311t of Edward the Third)
gave to the Prior and Convent of this houfe his manor of Willardby (conditionally) for fix Can-
nons to celebrate for the fouls of him and his anceftors, matins, mafs, vcfpers,' and complin, &c.,
and, in cafe of non-performance of the conditions, his heirs to re-enter. ‘The fituation of this
priory was very low, in the edge of a flat country, betwixt the hills, or wolds, and town of King-
fon-upon-Hull ; from which place it was about five miles diftant, being defended by the wolds
from the north and north-weft winds; and, on the eaft and fouth, commanded a pleafant profpe&
over the river Humber, , :

The Mayor and Coréoration of Hull lay claim to the J\irifdi&ion of Haltemprice, Willardby,
and Wolfreton, as flanding within their Shire, claiming under the grant of King Henry the Sixth,
This conteft was referred to, and ended by Bryan Palmes, Serjeant at Law; and by William Con-
ftable, feri, Roger Cholmey, John Ellerker, Efquires, and William Tomfon, Clerk :—For the Prior
proved, both under thé King’s and Founder’s Seal, that althchgh' this place was within their
Shire, it yet was nbt of fheir Shire, but within the Lordfhip of Cottingham.~—They awarded and
adjudged the Prior to have all fuch liberties, franchifes, and royalties, as the faid Lordfhip of Cot-
tingham ever had, excepy faving only, ‘that whereas Cottingham darries ifs felons to York Caftle,
this faid monaftery fhall farry theirs to Hulls=becaufe they are all within the faid Shire.

. U T t .« 57 'Thomas

v . [
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greater fafety and prefervation of the place, he would be pleafed to grant
them his royal licence to fortify the town with a ditch, to fecure it with
a wall of ftone, to erect thereon (for its better defence) ftrong caftles and
towers, and to build their houfes of lime and ftone ;—all which, his
Majefty readily granted, and they as readily performed, at great labour,

' : coft,

Thomas Wake, the Founder (befides fevcral other donations) gave one mefluage, on the north
fide of the church-yard of Elveley, Ella, or Kirk-Ella, with a felion of land thercto adjoining;
together with Robert Belle, his native, or vaffal, and all his family, and their cattle, to this priory :
And alfo gave the Advowfon of the Church, which William Welton, the then Archbifhop of
York, appropriated to the faid prior and convent.—There were likewife given, and appropriated,
to the priory of Haltemprice, the churches of Bilton, Cottingham, and Warrom-Percy. About
the time of the diffolution, herein were a Prior and eleven or twelve Black Cannons, who were
endowed with one hundred and feventy-cight pounds and ten-pence halfpenny (as Speed fays)
and with one hundred pounds and thrce-pence halfpenny, according to Dugdale.~The Site was
granted the thirty-fecond of Henry the Eighth, to Thomas Culpepper.—For a particular account
of this priory, fee Burton’s Monafticon, P, 213.

A CaTaLoGUE of the PRIORS of this MONASTERY.

Times of occurring, or confirmation. Names of the Priors. y How vacated by.
May [ 1327 } 1 Tht?:al"soiem(i)c‘;e F1on, put in by { Mort.
April 24, 1331 2 Robert Engayne.

September 13, 1328 3 John de Hicklings.

4 Thomas de Elveley, Ref.
April - 4, 1348 5 William de Wolfreton, Mort.
May 29, . 1349 6 | Robert de Hicklings. Cefs.
November go, 1368 7 Peter de Harpham. | Cefs.

8 | Robert de Claworth, Mort.
Janvary a9, 1391 | 9 | William de Selby.

‘ ' 1o | Richard Worlaby. Ref. feu Cefs,
April 20, 1424 11 | John Twing, Sub.-Prior,
November 20, 1451 12 | John Dolehoufe. Ref,
July 28, 1456 13 | Robert Holme,
February 20, yn 14 | William Marthal. . Mort,
Ofober 15,  1g02 15| William Kyrkham, Mort,
December 21, 1506} 16 | John Wymerfley, Vicar of El-
veley, and a Canaon here,
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coft, and charges; for the defraying of which, a toll of one penny in
the pound was laid upon all goods brought in, or carried out of the
. town, as well of the Burgefles, as of others; and this toll was to be
continued three years.—Towards the latter end of this reign, the go-
vernment of the town was changed from a Warden to a Bailiff, as more
honoursble ; but the precife year is not known, all the records. thereof
" being totally loft. Soon after, however, this weak and unfortunate
Prince was conftrained, by his rebellious Barors, in the nineteenth year
of his reign, to refign his Crown and Kingdom to his fon, and .renowned
fucceflor, Edward the Third, who proved no lefs a bcnefa&or to the
town of Hull, than his father.

In the year 1331, Gilfrid de Hotham, a devout Knight, from a reh-
gious zeal for the Honour of God, for the good of his own foul, and the
benefit of the poor, founded a Friery ; and dedicated it to St. Auguftine,
for Black Monks, or Hermits of that order, in that ftreet, or gate, called
from thence Blackfryergate. ‘This was a remarkably lofty, large, and
{pacious edifice. The back part extended as far as the Market-Place,
where they had a chapel .and a cemetery, wherein to bury their dead.
This Friery was ornamented with curious gardens, and various delight-
ful fountains.—Soon after it was finithed, Sir Richard Hotham, fon and
heir of the pious founder, obliged himfelf and his fucceflors, to pay yearly
to the King the fee-farm rents ; for which the Priefts were to pray for
the fouls of him, his dear wife Mieta, and all their defcendants. Soon
after this, the Mayor and Commonalty entered into a fimilar agreement,
on account of the meffuages poflfeffed by thofe Monks in High-Street
- and Market-Gate, for which they were to receive the benefit of their

: C 2 pious
CATALOGUE of the PRIORS continued.

“Times of occurmings or confrmation. Names of the Priors. How vacated by,
Augull - 31, - 3514 |17 | John Nandyke.
May, 18, 158 |18| Nicholas Holdefworth,
May © 15 1528 | 19| Richard Fawconer. Ref,

]anual:y 23, ;53,} 20 ch}e{tv Colyn-f;zx;;ylate Vicar

AD, 1326
A poone!

Thebuilding
of St. Aguft-
ine’s monai-

try.



CHAP. I

The Hiftory
of the De la
Poles.

[ 20]
pious prayers.—One John de Wetwang was a conﬁderable benefaGor
to the Monks of this houfe.

There yet remain of this monaﬁery, ftanding near the Town s Hall
on theeaf} fide of the Market-Place, a fquare tower, with gothic win-
dows, fix ftories high, four of which are lodging-rooms, but the two
uppermoft are ufed as warchoufes; alfo a long range of buildings running
north and fouth, now converted into a public inn, known by the name
of the Tiger, and kept by Mr. Topping. In onc of the rooms (ufed
now far a dining-room) ftood, fome time fince, upon four piHars of
ftone, a font compofed of the fame materials, neatly carved and orna-
mented ; but, in order to make fome alterations in the room, it was re-

moved thence into the yard of the inn, and appropriated to avery different

ufe.—It was here taken notice of by the ingenious Mr. Page, who
procured it of the owner, and it is now in the pofleffion of ThomasWil-
liamfon, Efq; of Welton, and placed under a beautiful cafcade in his
garden. The houfe and tower are both built of brick. The drawings
of this monaftery are the only ones in being that we know of; and, we
hope, they will give fatisfattion to the public. '
At this time flourithed William de la Pole (fecond fon of a Knight of
that name) born at Ravenftrod, otherwife Ravenfpurr, fituated at the
mouth of the river Humber, and which was, at that time, a rich and popu-
lousfea-port, abounding withmerchants, who carriedonan extenfive com-
merce, * tho’, even then, upon the decline, on account of its vicinity to
Hull, where the chief trade of all thofe parts was beginning to centre.
In this place he lived for feveral years, and was one of the moft intelligent
and wealthy merchants there. The many privileges and free cuftoms
granted to the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, at length induced him to

- remove thither. His afliduity, and great knowledge in the mercantile

line, brought him in immenfe riches. His paternal Coat of Arms he

laid afide, which was Afure, a Fefs, or, between three Leopards Heads,
and afterwards bore Afure, two Barrs Wavee Argent, alluding to his

- maritime
®* Dec laPryme’s MS.
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maritime employment.—He married Catherine, the daughter of Sir' John #.D.1332
Norwich, Knt. by whom he had iffue, Michael, Margaret, and Edmund. —_
In the year of our Lord, 1332, being the fixth year of the reign of
Edward the Third (who now being of age had taken the government
upon himfelf) the firft thing he refolved upon, was. to revenge himfelf -
of the Scots, for their invading England, and the trouble they had given
him during his minority. To this end, he found pretences to break the
truce agreed upon but three years before, * declared war againft them,.
affembled a formidable army, and ordered it into Scotland. ‘The King,
with feveral of his Nobles, 4 on their journey into the north to join this.
army, came to view the ftrength and magnitude of this rifing town ; when.
he and all his attendants were received loyally, and entertained by William.
de la Pole with the greateft poffible magnificence.—The Monarch found
the ftrength of the town to exceed his expectations, and the fortifications:
were all-in the beft condition ; being, at the fame time, extremely pleafed
with the reception he had met with, he knighted his loyal and generous
Hoft, and changed the government of the town from a Bailiff to the
more honourable degree and dignity of Mayor, and four Bailiffs. This
Sir William de 1a Pole was the firft who filléd that honourable office 5
for, as appears from antient records, he was Mayor in the year 1333, when'
Stephen de Begholm, and John de Bedford, were Bailiffs; and again in
the year 1335, when William de Birkin, and Walter de Taverrier, were
Bailiffs. ' - o
Edward, after four expeditions into Scotland  (in which he had fub-
dued the greateft part of that country) thought he had fufficiently. chaftized
the Scots : fo, from henceforth neglecting Scotland, which afforded him
no more laurels, he refolved to attack France (the moft powerful ftate in
Europe) and to ufe his utmoft endeavours to wreft the Crown from Philip
de Valois,—Edward had laid claim to that kingdom, from which he was
excluded.

¢ A& Pub. V. P. 140. + DelaPryme’s MS, sV
1 Walfing. : ’
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excluded by virtue of the Salie Law ; but he pretended, that that Law, in
excluding females from the fucceflion of the Crown, did not exclude their
male iffue :—from whence he inferred, that he himfelf, being the next
miale heir, -ought to fucceed. This was the origin and caufe of a long and
bloody war, which frequently brought France into extreme danger.

On the 15th of July, 1338, in the twelfth year of his reign, the King

_ departed from England, carrying with him a large and gallant army, with

a fleet of five hundred fail, he ftecred his courfe towards Flanders, and,
arriving at Antwerp, * he there concerted, with his Allies, proper meafures
for the execution of his vaft defigns.

At Cologne he met the Emperor, who promifed Edward a powerful
affiftance ; 4 a promife, however, which was afterwards very lamely per-
formed.—From the backwardnefs of the other Allies, it was a long time
before Edward found himfelf in a condition to take the field ; ‘befides, as
his expences were exceflive, § the whole expedition was in danger of mif-
carrying for want of neceffary fupplies of money. In this dilemma, he
endeavoured, during his long ftay in Brabant, to borrow money of all the
foreign Princes who were able to fupply him : he was even under the ne-
ceflity of applying to private perfons, to take up fuch fums as they were
willing to lend. Sir William de la Pole, who was then at Antwerp
managing his merchandize, ¥ not only fupplied the King with what fums
he had about him, to a very large amount, but even went further, and
mortgaged all his eftate for the ufe of his Sovereign., This worthy and
noble mark of his love, fidelity, and loyalty, was fo acceptable to the King,
that he made him Knight-Banneret in the field; and, that the world
might underftand his worth, and what effential fervice he had rendered his
Prince, the King was pleafed, of his own accord, to give him very
obfervable Letters Patent ||.

As
* Walfing, 136. + Knighton’s Colle&tion, 2571.

C b . 1 A&. Pub. V. P. 101. € De la Pryme’s MS.

fl Edgvalfy the graceof God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Acquitain, &c.
Know yepthat when our faithful and well beloved fubje®, William de la Pole, (prefently after
- our
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As foon as the King returned victorious from France, he fent for Sir 4.D-1389

William ; made him firft Gentleman of his Bedchamber, then Lord of
the Seigniory of Holdernefs, advanced him, from time to time, to other

places

our coming into the parts on this fide the fea) hearing and underftanding that our affairs, for which
we took our journcy, were, for want of money, very dangeroufly deferred; and (being fenfible of
our wants) came in perfon unto Us, and to Us and our Followers has made, and procured to be
made, fuch a fupply of money, that, by his means, our Honour, and the Honour of our Followers
(thanks be to God) has becn preferved—which otherwife had been expoled to great danger: and
afterwards the faid William continuing our fupply with exceeding bounty, has undertaken the
payment of great fums for Us to divers perfons, and, for which, he has engaged himfelf by bonds
and obligations.—And it he had not done fo, and cxtended his bounty and good-will thus, (not
only to Us, but alfo unto our Confederates and Subjeéts with Us in Brabant) We could not, by any
means, have been fupplied, but muft neceffarily, with a great deal of reproach, have ruined our
journey and defigns ;—by whofe means, bemg thus affifted and fupplied, we got to Hanou, near
the marches of France—but could go no further, our monics there again failing us: and when it
was held for certain, that our journcy was altogether in vain, and our affaits utterly ruined, the
faid William, having ftill a carc to rclieve our extreme necellity, engaged himfelf, and his whole
eftate—procured for us a great fum of money, and detivered us again out of exceeding great
danger.—We, therefore, having worthy and grateful confiderations of the premiffes, as alfo of the
importable burthen and expences which the faid William has undertaken for us, and doth undergo;
and being willing to advance him to honour, have adorned him with the girdle of Knighthood,
commanding him, that he take upon him, and hold the ftate and {onour of a Banneret: And that
he may the better, and, with reputation, fupport the aforefaid honour and eftate, both himfelf and
his heirs, We have granted to the faid William and his heirs, within our realm of England, lands
and rents in Kingfton-upon-Hull, and elfcwhere, to the value of five hundred marks a year. ’
Morcover, for {fo much as the faid William, in our aid, and for the recovery of our Right of
Inheritance within the kingdom of France, hath moft liberally expendcd himfelf and his Eftate, We-
promife and grant to the faid William, thatif it fo fortune, that we recover and get our aforefaid
Right of Inheritance, we will give and affign to him, out of our lands and rents fo recovered, in:
fome convenient place within the faid kingdom, to the value of one thoufand marks fterling ayear,.
t0 have and to hold, to him and his heirs, of Us and our Heirs, for ever. '
Wnnefs, Henry, Bifhop of Lincoln.,

William Northampton,

William: Salifbury.

Robert Suffolk.

Henry de Ferrers, our Chamberlain,. . .

Percy, Steward of our Houfe, &c.. -

Given under ourHand, at Marcoyne in France, Septcmber the 27th, in the th rear. of;
our Reign.. v
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| LCHAP. I. glaces of honour and profit, and, in the end, made him Chief Baron of

the Exchequer.—In this exalted {ituation, he continued a conftant be-
nefa&or to the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull ; and, by availing himfelf
of his Sovereign’s favour, he eafily obtaincd for it more ample privileges,
freedoms, and immunities, than it had ever before enjoyed.

* In the midft of all thefe honours and worldly fplendour, however,
he did not, like too many, forget that Being who had {o greatly profpered
him ; but, to tfhew the warmth of his gratitude to Heaven for fo many and
great favours beftowed uponhim, he determined to foundand endow a moft
ftately Monaftery, to the Praife and Glory of God, and the Benefit of the
Poor. This ftruture, after obtaining a licence from King Edward, was
begun near this town; but before it was half compleated, Sir William
de la Pole refigned his laft breath, in the year of our Lord 1356, and
left the finifhing of it to his fon (Sir Michael) by whom the work was
perfeGted in the year 1377—the Charter bearing date the 18th of Fea
bruary in the following year, witnefled by Richard de Feribie, then
Mayor of Hull, and others. As this Charter greatly tends both to elu-
cidate the Hiftory of the Family of the De la Poles, and to thew the an-
tient fituation of the Mgnaﬁcry, the tranflation of it from Dugdale’s Mo-
nafticon-Anglicanum (Page 966.) and placed in a Note, + will, it is

prefumed, prove acceptable to the reader.

€

Amongft
* Dugdale’s Mon, Ang. :
+ To dll the Faithful of Chrift, who fhall either fee or hear thefe Letters :e—Michael de la Pole,
Knight, Lord of Wingfield, everlafting greeting in our Lord: Whilft we continually revolve in
'our mind, how our moft dear Father and Lord William de la Pole, Knight (now deceafed) whillt
he lived, by the infpiration of the Holy Spirit, firlt founded an Hofpital for the Poor, and aftcr-
wards, out of great devotion, altering this his purpofe, was refolved to ereft (at Kingfton-upon-
- Hull) a certain religious Houfe of Nuns, or Poor Sifters Minorefles Regular, of the Order of St.
Clare, for the enlargement and honour of the Church of England, and to the intent that he might
make Chrift his heir : And fecing our faid Father left this world, when he had not yet compleated
what he intended to have endowed ; and having, before his death, moft ftri@tly charged us that we
fhould takegich order concerning thie faid building, as might tend both to its greater fecurity, and
better prom ¢ ends of piety, according to our own will and difcretion : We being heartily and
folicito us to accomplifh effeftually his devout intention, by making wholefome provifion
fon
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Amongft the favourites of this young King, Sir Michael de fa #.D.ta%e

Pole; Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford; and Alexander Nevill,

Archbifhop of York ; were looked upon as chief. One of thofe Cour~ Michaclds

a Pole a

tiers obtaining of the King a confiderable Grant, * Richard Scrope, fa
with the

vourite

the Chancellor, refufed to annex the Great Seal to the Patent 4. He King.

even plainly told the perfon who folicited him for the purpofe, that the
duty of his office would not fuffer him to fet the Seal, committed to his
keeping by the Parliament, to all the King’s indifcreet Grants, till he had

D | .. acquired

* Walfing, P. 290,
+ Danicl’s Hiftory of England, , ‘

;

for the better government and ftronger defence of the faid houfe :—Know ye, therefore, that, foy
the Honour of God, and his moft glorious Mother, the Virgin Mary—of the bleffed Archangel,
St. Michacl, all of that Ceeleftial Order, with Angels, and Holy Spirits—of the blefled Thomas,
the Martyr, late Archbifhop of Canterbury, and all the Saints of the Almighty Being: For the

fpiritual affc&ion which we have, and bear to the moft devout Religion of the Order of Carthu.

fians, according to the licence and authority of our moft-dread Sovereign, Lord King Edward the
Third of that name, late King of England (now deceafed) and of others, whofe confent was ne-
ccflary to be obtained in this affair ;: We found, and ere&, in one of our meffuages, without the
walls of the faid town of Kingfton-upon.Hull, a certain Religious Houfe, to continue for cver.
And in the réam of the faid Nuns, or Sifters (which are not yet appointed for that place) let there
be thirteen Monks of the aforefaid Carthufian Order; one of which to be called and ele&ed Prior :
And according to the rule of his Order, have a regimen over others ; by whom, we believe, their
rules will be kept more fafely, and with more vigilance and devotion, than by women, through all
probability, in the aforefaid houfe : which, from this time, We will, order, conftitute, and ordain,
- by thefe our Letters, fhall be called==The Religious' Houfe of St. Michael, of the Carthufian
Order. And by the affent of the greater Prior of the Carthufians in the Savoy, who is principal
of the Order of thie aforefaid houfe, from whence alfo the faid Order took its original; We appoint
Mafter Walter de la Kele, Prior of the Monks of the aforefaid monaftery.—We give alfo, and
grant, by licence and authority of the moft noble Prince, and our Sovereign Lord Richard, now
the illuftrious King of England, and of others, whom it coneerneth; and by thefe we confirm, to
the aforefaid Prior and Monks, the faid mefluage, with the appurténanccs, containing feven acres
of land, which formerly was a parcel of the manor of Myton, called La Maifon Dieu, and which,
from this time, We will fhould be called—The Houfe of St. Michael of the Order of Carthufians
of King&on-upon-‘!-{ull, as heretofore ; together with a certain Chapel, built on the faid mefluage :
and all other buildings ftanding thcreupon, with all appurtenances whatfoever, as it js fituated,
within a certain pitfall of Dame Catherine de la Pole, our moft dcgt mother towards the wefk;
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CHAP. L atﬁuired a little more experience. Richard, provoked at this refufal,

immediately fent for the Great Seal; but he refufed to deliver it, as not
. ; | holding

acertain Hofpital of ours, now called La Maifon Dieu, facing the eaft; and a trench of our

aforefaid mother towards the fouth ; and the land formerly belonging to Roger Swerde, towards
the north.—And alfo the Advowfon of the church of Fofton, to be poffeffed and enjoyed by him-
felfand his fucceffors : Towit, the faid mefluage, with a chapel, edifices, and aforefaid appurtenances,
as an habitation for them; together with free and fufficient ingrefs and egrefs to the faid meffuage
and advowfon, as an endowment to the aforefaid Prior and Monks, and their fucceflors, by due
and accuftomed fervice to the Chief Lord of the Fees, for ever.— We grant, therefore, by the li-
cence and authority aforefaid, that the manor of Sculcoates, with its appurtenances, and ten mef-
fuages, two caracutes of land, one hundred acres of pafture, and ten marks of the income of the
lands, with the appurtenances, in Bifhop-Burton, and Sutton in Holdernefs, which Thomas Ray-
nard, Clerk, holds for term of life, after the demife of John de Nevill, Knight, (and which, after

the death of the faid Thomas, are to remain to Us and our Heirs) afier the deceafe of the faid

‘Thomas, fhould continue to the aforefaid Prior and Monks, togeth er with the faid meffuages and

advowfon, given and affigned to him as above faid by Us, and the aforefaid church appropriated by
Us for ever, for the time to come.

Alfo that the faid Prior and Monks, by virtue of the faid licence and authority aforefaid, the
faid meffuage, and its appurtenances, with a paffage for going out and entering thercin, with the
advowdon aforefaid, fhall receive them, as they are given arid afligned by Us ; and appropriate the
faid church, and it, fo appropriated, keep to their own proper ufe: And the aforefaid land, mef-
fuages, manor, pafture, and profits, with appurtenances, fhall re main to them, as above, after the
death of the faid Thomas ; and may enter thereupon, and keep to themfelves, and their fuccefiors,
by fervices due, and accuftomed, of the Chicf Lord of the Fees, for ever.

We will, therefore, and ordain, that the faid Prior and Monks, and their fuccefflors, do efpeci-
ally reccommend in their church-fervice, prayers and divine offices, the ftate of our Sovercign
Lord King Richard, and of Us; and our noble lady and mother, Catherine, and Catherine, our
moft dear Confort ; Mafter Edmund, our brother ; Michacl, our fon and heir ; and all our chil-
dren and heirs.  And, in like manner, to pray for the happinefs of the Venerable Father Alexan-
der, Archbifhop of York; John de Nevill, Lord of Raby; and Lord Richard le Serop, whilt
Yiving : And when we are all departed this life, let them offer (and caufe to be offered) prayers for
our fouls; efpecially, and perpetually, for that of our Sovereign Lord Edward aforefaid, and like-
wife of our moft dear father; for the fouls of Thomas and Waker, our brothers, Knights ;

Blanch, our fifter, late wife of the faid Lord Richard le Scrop ; for the fouls of Ralph de Nevill,
the father, and Alice, the mother of the faid John : For all our benefaBors, and of our fathers, for
whom we are bound to pray, and for the fouls of all the faithful departed.

And We, the aforefaid Michael, and our Heirs, the faid mefluages, chapel, and edifices, with’

all the appustenances, in the faid town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, the faid advowfon, and aforefaid

manor, meffuages, land, pafture, and profits, with the appurtenances, to remain with them, as
' . above,
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holding it of the King, but of the Parlixment. The Prince being ftili A-P.«s8
further incenfed by this denial, applied ‘perfonally to the Chancellor,
and required his obedience. The Chancellor immediately delivered him,
the Seal, but at the fame time obferved to the King, with all due refped,
¢ That fince his fidelity to his Majefty’s interefts was fo dxfpleaﬁng to .
* him, he never would again ferve him in any place of truft, though he
*¢ would obey him as a good fubjec.”

This accident, which happened when Richard was in the feventeenth
year of his age, drew upon the favourites much publick odium, leffened
the King in the efteem of his people, and was a prelude to the future
misfortunes of his reign. It has been affirmed that thefe favourites,
who mified no opportunity to flatter him, were lavithly rewarded for the
leaft fervices; whilft thofe who managed the public affairs, were very
little regarded ; and that his affeGtion was as remarkable for thofe who
applauded his paffions, as his averfion to fuch as advifed him to reﬁram
them.

Thefe favourites, however, ftill kept their ground ; for, three years
after this, being the ninth year of this King’s reign, Sir Michael was Michaet do
made Lord Chancellor; * and as he had married Catherine, eldeft :amzid“ﬁ
daughter of Sir John Wingfield, who married Elizabeth, daughter and f,‘;ﬁ:“"[;'d‘f’
heir of Gilbert Granville, Earl of Suffolk, he was created Earl of the Chancellor.

D2 , .. fame

* A&, Pub. VIL P, 48:.

above, with what fhall accrue : We will warrant and defend, againt all perfons, to the aforefaid
Prior and Monks, and their fucceflors, for ever.

In teltimony of which thing, we have fet our Seals to thefe Prefents.—Witnefled by the afore-
faid Richard de Scrop, then Chancellor of England; Thomas de Sutton; Gerard de’ Ulfete;
Walter Fauconberge ; and Robert de Hilton, Knights ; Rnchardcheﬁbw,thedMa}'orofthcfaid
town of Kingfton-apon-Hull ; Robert de Selby, and Walter de Froft.

Givenat Kingftan-upon-Hull, the 18th day of February, mtheyaarofour!-ord. 1378, in
the fecond year of the reign of our Sovercign Lord King Richard the Second. .
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CHAP.I. fame place *. ‘To enable him the better to fupport .that dignity, the

King granted him five hundred and twenty pounds per annum, out of the
eftate of William Ufford, the late Earl of Suffolk +.

The year after this, the French were making unufual preparations to .
invade England. As foon as this defign was known here, troops were
levied with fuch fpeed and fuccefs, § thatan army of two hundred
thoufand men were drawn together ||.  But this army could not be long
kept togcthcr "without money ; and money, for this prefling occafion,
was not to be had without the affiftance of Parliament. The Minifters
‘were therefore under the neccflity of advifing the King to call one, to
confider of ways and means, which met about Michaelmas.

Michacide  The Earl of Suffolk, in lefs than a year’s time, fince he was made
1a Pole,the ‘Chancellor, by farming the King’s Cuftoms, and other incomes, had

Lord Chan-

cellor, ac. purchafed lands to the amount of one thoufand pounds per ann. befides
brought to accumulating great fums of money, which he kept in bank.—He was

count f
his offico. generally reputed guilty of bribery in his office. It was thought he

could not have grown fo fuddenly rich, but by the abufe of the King’s
favours. The Parliament, therefore, unanimoufly refolved to have him
removed, with the reft of his aflociates, -or to give the King no tax. A

proof that they muft have become very unpopular indeed, when in order
to

* The Earl of Oxford was created at the fame time Marquis of Dublin, and quickly after Duke
of Ircland.—This favourite was the firft who bore the title of Marquis in England, where it was
hitherto unknown. ~ Walfing. Aét. Pub.

To this Nobleman the King gave the old lands and revenues of Ireland, to a very confiderable
amount, with all profits, &c. whatfoever. The reader is to obferve, that thefe honours were now
sonly confirmed in Parliament; for the King had invefted thofe Noblemen with them fome time

before this, in his late expedition into Scotland, at Hounflow Ledge, in Tividale. Cotton’s
Abndg. Pogion = . T : : o
: i + Cotton’s Abridg. R 1 A&. Pub, V1L P. 507, 539, 545-

" || The Earl of Suffolk caufed a great part of the militia of the kingdom to be fent for up towards
London, to repel the French if they thould land. Thefc forces, confifting of men at arms and
swchers, were quartered within twenty miles round the city, where they did almoft as much mif-
chief as the enemy; for having no money to pay for their qnartcrs, they lived at difcretion.
Walfing. P, 331.
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t6 ruin them, the Parliament fcrupled not to hazard the lofs of the whole :D. 1384
kingdom, which has feldom been threatened with more imminent danger.
They prefented an addrefs to the King, * defiring that the Treafurer,
John de Fordain, Bithop-of Durham, and Michael de la Pole, Earl of
Suffolk (the Chancellor) might be removed from their places ; they in-
timated to him the poverty of the people, which he 6ught much to con-
fider, and not prefs them further than neceflity required ; which, they
told him, they humbly conceived was not fo great, but that if the Chan- ff;,‘f‘,ﬁ;‘ﬁf}
cellor was brought to a juft account, the King’s revenues, and the great ament.
debts in the Chancellor’s hands, would be fufficient to defray them.
Richard received this addrefs with an indignation he was not able to
conceal.—He anfwered very fharply, that the Parliament ought to mind
the bufinefs about which they were called, and not to meddle with what
did not belong to them ; and, .with a good deal of warmth, added, that
to pleafe the Parliament, -he would not turn out the meaneft {cullion in
his kitchen. At the fame time he withdrew to Eltham, not ftaying for
areply. Richard, however, apprehenfive of the ill confequences that
might attend this rath a&ion, foon returned to his Parliament, where it
was not in his power to prete& his favourite. Michael de la Pole, Earl Heisdepriv-

ed of the of-

of Suffolk, was not only removed from the office of Chancellor, but furm- ﬁclTofChan-
. + cellor, :

moned to appear and give an account of his adminiftration ; wherein, it

appears, he was notorioufly guilty of many mifdemeanors . The Duke He isﬁoblig;d
oy ) . . to reltoret.

of Gloucefter, and Earl of Arundel, with other Lords in Commiffion King's grants

with them, examined and tried him ; and being found guilty of mifra- andis oifn-
nagement, was compelled to reftore all the Grants he had received of for Caftle,
the King, and was confined to Windfor Caftle.—The Grants were {o ex-~
ceffive, that Richard himfelf, who had never computed them, could not
help being greatly furprized, and upbraided his favourite with abufing
his good intentions. When he heard the articles againft his bribery and
mal-adminiftration, he bluthed for him, and fhook his head, faying,
o « Alas,
. ~* Knighton’s Colle&ion, P.268o.
t Secthe Articles of Impeachment exhibited againgt him in Knighton's Colletion, P. 268, &c.
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CHIAP..1, < alas, Michacl! fee what thou hafi done!”—He did not, however, con-
tinue long under this reftraint ; for no fooner was the Parliament broken
ap, and returned home, and the King left to follow his own affetions,
than he gave freth proofs of his levity and inconftancy, * by recalling to
Court Michael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, and the other favourite, the
Duke of Ireland. The laft Parliament had confifcated this Nobleman's
whole eftate, and in order to have him out of the way, had fent him into
Ireland with a penfion of three thoufand marks. The King now affected
to carefs themn more than before their difgrace, received them again with
wonderful expreflions of love, loaded them with freth favours, and, as if
he had intended to make fatisfattion to the Earl of Suffolk for what he
had fuffered by redoubling his honour, he caufed him to be cloathed in
royal robes, 4 and to fit at table with him, and that in publick upon
Chriftmas Feftivals, to the no fmall grief and trouble of the Nobility.
The Duke of Ireland, and the Archbifhop of York, were admitted into
greater intimacy than ever; and they became again the three only perfons
in the nation, in whom the King took any particular delight.

They were not at all backward to improve their Mafter’s prepofieffion
in their favour, as they thought, to their own advantage. They had re-
fumed their former pofts at Court with hearts full of revenge, efpecially
againft the Duke of Gloucefter and the Earl of Arundel, who by a ftrict
examination of their conduc, had occafioned their condemnation. They
found ne great difficulty ‘to perfuade the young King, that all they had
fuffered was for his fake, and that the defigns of their enemics were not
fo much levelled at the Minifters as at himfelf; * That accufing the
«¢‘Counfellors is a clearevidence that the Sovereign is thought incapable of
¢¢ governing, and that the readieft way to difcredit a Prince is to perfuade
«¢ his fubje@s he makes ule of ill Minifters: That the main aim of thofe
¢¢ ambitious Nobles, their enemies, was to dethrone him by difgracing
#¢ them.—For it is a very eafy and popular inference, that that King is

. ({4 not
* Knighton's Colle&ion, P. 2683.

+ Danicl's Hiftory of England continued, P. 257,
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¢ not fit to rule, who knows not whom to truft : He muft be a bad Prince 4.D. 1384
¢¢ that has bad officers.” Thefe, and fuch like plaufible arguments, often
repeated, produced fuch an effect upon the King’s mind, that he refolved
to free himfelf from the fubje@ion of the Parliament. But this, they
perfuaded him, could not eafily be done, as long as his uncle, 'the Duke of -
Gloucefter, was at the head of the faGion. By this means he was brought
to concur with them in all their plots againft that Duke. The Duke of
Gloucefter, and the Earl of Arundel, of all the Nobles in the nation, were
the moft obnoxious to the favourites, as being the Earl of Suffolk’s '
judges ; and, therefore, the firft plot was to take off the Duke. This'
they contrived to do under the fair pretence of friendfhip, inviting the:
Duke to a feaft at Sir Nicholas Bramber’s houfe in the city, where the:
Mayor, Sir Nicholas Exton, and Aldermen, had made an entertainment
for feveral Peers and great men; and having refolved, that while the
Duke was in his mirth, and not fufpecting their bleody puspofe, he
fhould either be poifoned, or affaflingted : But they durft not execute
this plot without firft fecuring the Mayor, who abhorring fo bafe an ac-
tion, gave the Duke notice of it, and defired him to take care of his pre-
fent and future fafety. This worthy Magiftrate faid he would never:
have his hands embrued in innocent blood. 'The Duke came not to the:
feaft ;—theis wicked, purpofe, therefore, was, for this time, defeated.

Difappointment, however, did not difcourage them from further at-
tempts = they centinued to contrive new defigns againft him, not doubt-
ing, but that fome would preve, in the end, effe@tual. . They knew the:
Duke of Gloucefter was a perforr very jealous of his honour, and impa-
tient of the leaft contempt of his Royal Blood. The Duke of Ireland,
therefore, in order to affront and exafperate him, came to a refolution to.
put away his wife, without haviag any juft caufe of divorce, and married
L.ancerona, Maid of Honour to. the Queen, a Bohemian of mean birth ;
a vintner’s, or, as others fay, a joiner’s daughter. The injured lady
being nearly related to the Monarch himfelf * (for fhe was the daughter-

| of

* Walfing,. P. 328,
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CHAP. L [fabel, his father’s fifter by Ingelram Seignior de Courcy, and fo coufin
. , Yy Y

german to the King, and neice to the Duke of Gloucefter) hoped to find
fome redrefs of her wrongs by appealing to his Majefty ; but her petitions
were wholly in vain: Her hufband ftood too high in the Sovereign’s fa-
vour for her to obtain juftice againft him. - But the Duke of Gloucefter
could not conceal his refentment of the injury done to his family, and
declared he would revenge the infult the very firft opportunity that oc-
curred. ‘This threat, from a man of fuch power, and fo rough a difpo-
fition as the Duke of Gloucefter, operated as a {pur to the contrivances of
the three favourites and their friends ; for they now began to fear; that if
the Duke was not fpeedily taken off, their own lives would be in immi-
nent danger. Accordingly, Eafter being now at hand, when the Duke
of Ireland was to depart for that kingdom, great preparations were made,
as if he really intended to have gone thither, though nothing was farther
from his thoughts. Inorder, however, to deccive the people, he began
his journey into Wales, the King himfelf, with the Earl of Suffolk, Judge
Trefilian, and fome others, accompanying him thither, and remaining
there fome time with him, till they thought the expeQations of the na~
tion were fo far fatisfied, that he might return again without much no-
tice. ‘This pretended journey was only to confult more privately how to
execute their projet of affuming an arbitrary power, of which the Duke
of Gloucefter, and fome other Lords whom they had profcribed, were to
feel theeffects.  The refult of this confultation was, that the King thould
raife an army to terrify thofe Lords, and then call a Parliament, the elec-
tion whereof fhould be fo managed, that the Members thould be moft of
them at the King’s devotion ; and that he fhould caufe to be pafled fuch
Ad&ts as were neceffary to fecure him'in unlimited power.

As foon as the plan was concerted, they went to Nottingham, and be-
gan to make fome trials, in order to-find out how their fchemes were likely

~ to fucceed.—To thisend they fummoned all the Sheriffs of the adjoining

counties to meet his Majefty there, and demanded of them what number
of  forces they were able to raife to affifi the King againft the Lords, if it

. were
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were neceflary that forces fhounld beraifed ? They returncd for anfwer, 4 D380
«« That the peeple were generally perfuaded that the Nobles alluded
¢ ¢ were the King’s beft friends, that the good of the nation was the
« obje& they had in view, and that they could not fee any profpe@ of
« Jevying an army to oppofc perfons of fuch a defcription,” It was next
moved to the Sheriffs and Gentlemen then attending the King, whether
they could not, by the exertion of their intereft, caufe fuch perfons to be
chofen for their Reprefentatives in the next Parliament, as the King thould
nominate, and whom he fhould approve of as being moft faithful to him ?
They replied, ¢ That it would be a very difficult thing to deprive the
< people of their ancient privilege of choofing their Members of Paclia-
““ ment ; and that if there was a true freedom obferved in choofing, it
« would be almoft next to impofiible to impofe any perfons againft the

people’s inclination, as they would cafily fee through the defign, and of
« courfe the more refolutely defend their right.” This laft anfwer
greatly difconcerted both the King and his Counfellors, as they had con-
fided much in this part of their plan; fince what was done by a Parlia-
ment would carry the appearance of juftice, and the exercife of their pri-
vate revenge bear the refemblance of publick panifhment.

Failing in this point, they foon formed another and ftill more infidious
meafure, which was, if poflible, to deftroy them by the forms of law.
To this end the King fent his fummons to all the Judges to attend him :
Accordingly they all, with Sir Robert Trefilian Chief Juftice of the
King’s Bench at their head, obeyed his Majefty’s fummons, and attended
at Nottingham on the day appointed.

Soon after their arrival a Council was called, and the Sovcrexgn, in the
prefence of the Noblks who attended him, demanded their opinion of the
law upon the following queftions, which had relation moft of them to
the tranfadtions of the laft Pa:hament, and chiefly to their dealings-with
the Earl of Suffolk :—

Firft, Whether the Statute and Comrmﬁ'lon made the laft Padmnem
w “C\_Prc)\\dxcml to the ng s prerogatxve ? They all unanimoufly

E . .. .. . anfwered,
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CHAP 1. anfwered, Yes—becaute it was obtained againft his Majefty’s will *.
Second and Third.—How thofe perfons ought to be punithed, who
were either eager to procure it, or moved the King to confent to it, and
grantit? They faid, With Death, unlefs the King would deign to pardon
them. Fourth.—How they were to be punifhed who forced the King
to grant it ? ‘They faid, As Traitors. Fifth.—How they ought to be
punithed who reftrained the Sovereign fo far from exercifing his prero-
gative, that he might not remit penalties, or forgive debts which were
owing to him ? They replied, As Traitors. Sixth.—Whether, when
the King has ordered the Parliament to proceed upon certain articles,
the Lords and Commons may refufe, till his Majefty thall graht what
they pleafe to demand of him? They anfwered, That to refift the Royal.
Commands in fuch cafes, was High-Treafon. Seventh.—Whether the
King may not diffolve the Parliament when he pleafes? They refolved,
He might. Eighth.—Whether, fince it was a prerogative of the Crowa
to punifh the offences of all public Officers or Judges, or remove them
from their office, the Lords and Commons, without the King’s permif-
fion, might impeach fuch Officers and Judges in Parliament ? They de-
termined, That they might not ; and it was Treafon in any, or all of the
Members of Parliament, to attempt it. And laftly,—Whether the
judgment given againft Michael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, were erro~
neous and revocable ? They faid, That it was erroneous and revocable in
every part ; and that, if it was again to be done, they would not pafs it.

- After thefe refolutions had been given, the Monarch required them to
add their fignature.—Trefilian, and fome others, readily complied ; but
Belknap, Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, endeavoured to be ex-
cufed, 'yet was campelled to fign by the menaces of the counfellors -

- T ‘ ' The
" ® Vide Sir Rob. Howard’s Life of Richard IL. P. 99 and Knighton’s ColleRion, P. 2694.

+ Immediately after figning, he faid, ¢ Now want I nothing but a thip, or a nimble horfe, or
_% a halter, tobring me to that death I deferve : ¥ 1had not done this, I fhould have been killed
by your hands (for it fecms the Duke of Ircland and the Earl of Suffolk threatened to kill him
« if he did not fign) and now I have gratified the King’s pleafure and yours in doing iz, I have
“ well deferved to dic for Trealon againft the Nobles of the Land.”’—Knighton’s Col. P. 2654.
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The opinion of the Judges being thus extorted, the King and his 4.D.138;
_council thought they had now furmounted all obftacles. Commiffions — "
were immediately iffued to levy an army ; but fo few were found willing
to ferve, that they were obliged to defift from that proje&t. Richard,
enraged at this difappointment, returned to London, after a fruitlefs de-
.claration of his defigns, which ferved only to increafe the popular odium,
and render him ftill more fufpe@ted by the nation. The Duke of
Gloucefter, * and the other Lords, now faw clearly that their deftru&ion
,was determined ; and that if they were not already facrificed, it was nat
fo much for want of will, as power, in the Monarch and his affociates.
*The only remedy left them was, in their opinion, to have recourfe to
arms ; and this they immediately refolved upon. As. their credit ftood
-high with the people, who confidered them as their proteCtors, they
foon drew together an army of forty thoufand men, a.nd thh this force,
they marched dire¢tly for London. :

So vigorous a procedure difconcerted all the meafures of the ng'
and his Minifters 4. In order to amufe the malcontents, however, the
Sovereign fent word to them, that he was ready to grant them all their
_reafonable demands, and fhould be on the morrow in Weftminfter-Hall,
where they might come and prefent their petitions.—The Lords wil-
lingly embraced the offer, and repaired to the place appointed. = They
found his Majefty feated on his Throne, in his Rayal Robes, expecting
their appearance. Having approached the Throne, they fell on their
knees, and, with many profeflions of loyalty, declared, ¢ That they had

‘“ no

* The Duke of Gloucefter, before he took up arms, in order to remove the King’s prejudices,
fent to him the Bifhop of Londan, with refpeéiful affurances of his allegiance; and an offer to
clear himfelf (by oath) of the crimes laid to his charge. Richard feemed, at firft, inclined to ad-
mit of this juftification ; but the Earl of Suffolk foon induced him to alter his mind, by telling
him, even before the Bifhop, he would never be fafc on the Throne, as long as the Duke, his
uncle, waslivee~The Bifhop was fo offended at thefe words, that he could not forbear faying
te the Earl of Suffolk, % That he being condemned by the Parliament, and holding his life purely
by the King’s grace, it became him, lefs than any man, to accufe loyal fubjefts.” His Majefty
wAs fo difpleated at the Bifhop for this boldnefs, that he commanded him out of his prefence.

+ Walfing, P. 330, 33:.
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CHAP. 1 «¢ no other defign in taking/up arms, than to bring his Minifters, and
«¢ evil Counfellors, to the punifhment they deferved ; and, by confe-
«¢ quence, to promote the welfare both of the King and Kingdom :* ad-
ding, ¢ That they fhould always hold his Royal Perfon and Authority
<t in the higheft efteem.” They then named, in particular, Robert de
Vere, Duke of Ireland ; Michael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk ; the Arch-
bithop of York, and fome others, as Traitors who had merited con-
dign punithment. Richard replied, that he would call a Parliament
‘the approaching winter, when juftice thould be done toall parties, and,
in the mean-time, he would bury in oblivion all that was paft. After
this declaration, he took the Duke of Gloucefter by the hand, raifed
him from his knees, bid the reft arife, and repeated his affurances that
the perfons they had accufed fhould be brought to their trial. The
Lords were greatly fatisfied with this behaviour of the King ; and after
he had iffued a Proclamation of Pardon, looked upon all things to be in
a fair way of fettlement at the meeting of the next Parliament.

The accufed Peers were not prefent at this convention of the Monarch
and Confederate Loords ; and though the latter entertained fanguine hopes
of a fair conclufion, yet knowing how apt his Majefty was to change,
and left there fhould lurk fome fecret contrivance againft them, they
concluded it was not fafe to difmifs their army, but refolved to continue
it till the Parliament was affembled.

" 'This refolution was a fortunate circumftance ; for the Duke of Ire-
land, who had fled from London on the approach of the Confederate
Lords, had drawn together an army with great expedition, and was now
upon his march to the King’s affiftance. Could he have reached Lon-
don, he expe@ed to have had fuch additional affiftance, as to be able,
without much difficulty, to fubdue the oppofite party. To prevent this
danger, the Earl of Derby was fent with a confiderable part of the army
to meet the Duke of Ireland ; when coming up with him at Radcot-bridge,
in Oxford(hire, he gave him battle, and gained a complete victory. F
T his
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This defeat proved the ruin of the whole party. The Duke of Ireland 4.D.1387
. . e A pmnd
fled into Holland ; whence he never returned, but died in exile about
four years after. The Earl of Suffolk retired to Calais, to his brother, Earlof Suf.

folk retires

Edmund de la Pole, who.was Governor of the Caftle; but Edmund, at t his bro-
fuch a jun&ure, not daringto prote@ him, refufed to afford him admiffion fi}frlEd"}‘;?g
into that fortrefs without the confent of Lord William Beauchamp, Go-- g;:'fs"":; o

vernor of the Town, who, on the cafe being reprefented to him, ordered {g‘r‘“e‘:ig“z!:gi‘_
‘the Earl back as a prifoner into England. land..

The time that the Parliament was to meet, was now faft approaching..
The King, apprehenfive that it would prove fatal to his councellors, wifthed.
to prorogue it ; but afraid of exercifing his prerogative at this time, lelt
the Parliament fhould proceed. (as they had threatened)- to depofe him,
and to elect a new King, he permitted them to meet on the third day of
February, 1388.. The Seffion was opened by accufing the before-men-
tioned perfons of High-Treafon, ¥ and they not appearing to anfwer the
charges exhibited againft them, were condemned as Traitors: Judge
Trefilian, and Sir Nicholas Brember, were executed at Tyburn . Sir
Robert Belknap, and the reft of the.Judges, with the Bifhop of Chichefter,
the King’s Confeflor, received the fame fentence ; but, on the interceflion
of the BifHops, they had their lives granted them, and  were immediately-
banifhed to Ireland, with a fmall allowance made them out of the Exche--
quer, for their maintenance there. The two favourites, the Duke of Ire--
land and-Earl of Suffolk, together with the Archbithop of York, were:
all condemned to exile, and. their eftates confifcated to the King’s ufe 1.
Thus was compleated the ruin of the unfortunate Michael de la Pole ;.
who, had he: been-lefs great, had doubtlefs been more happy: and aftcr
all, prejudice apart, perhaps his greateft crime was—the fuperior thare he -
had in the favour and confidence of his Royal Mafter.. He retired imme- .
diately into France, but unable to fupport the preflure of his misfortunes, Death of Mi-
he foon after fell into a lingering diforder ; of which-he died at Paris in chacl de Ia

Pole, Earl of
F . thc Suffolk.

7

\J

* Rnighton’s Col. P. 2713. + A&, Pub, VII, P: 556—s590.
1 See the Anticles of Impeachment exhibited againft them in Knighton’s Col, P, 2715,
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CHAP. L the fame year.—Soon after his father’s death, in the year of our Lord
1356, being the thirticth year of Edward the Third, * Sir Michael de la

Pole procured a Charter from that King, which empowered him, and his

heirs for ever, to fend Juftices of Gaol Delivery, as often as need thould

require, to Kingfton-upon-Hull, in order to try the malefaQors con-

fined there. And in the year 1384, beirg the year before he was made Lord
Chancellor and Earl of Suffolk, he founded and endowed an Hofpital, ¢

: with

® Dela Pryme’s MS.

+ Michael de la Pole, in the year 1384 {being the feventh year of Richard the Second) did, by
his will, found an Hofpital, called Maifon Dieu, or God's Houfe, and nominated Sir Richard de
Killing, he being in Holy Orders, the firft Maftcr and Kceper of it.  He alfo appointed, that cvery
{ucceeding Mafter fhould be in Prieft’s Orders, and thirty years of age, or more, to be nominated
by him or his heirs, being Lords of Miton. The Poor, who were at firft admitted into this Hof-
pital, amounted to the number of twenty-fix—one half of whom were men, and the other half,
women. When a vacancy of the Mafter, or of the Poor, happened, if the Founder or his heirs
negletted to fill it up, for the {pace of one month, the Prior of the Charter-Houfc was empowercd
to nominate, but for that time or term only ; and if he neglc&ed.to do this for the {pace of fourteen
days, then the right of nomination was to be in the Mayor ot Hull, for the fume {pace of time:
But, if the Mayor fhould ncgle&, then the right of appointment was to veft in the Archdeacon of
the eaft-riding of the county of York.

The Founder endowed this Hofpital with lands to a confidcrzble amount, out of the profits of
which the Mafter received ten pounds perann. and was empowered to order all things within and
without the faid Houfe. He was to account yearly (upon oath) to perfons appointed for that
purpofe ; and if any furplus remained at the year’s end, it was to be appropriated to the common
profit of the Brethren and Sifters. Up on admittance, he was to fwear to obferve the ordinznces
of the Foundation ; and if guilty of mal .adminiftration, or if abfent from the Houfc above fifteen
days (except upon bufinefs of the faid Houfe) he was liable to be removed from his office.

Pope Boniface the Ninth, in the year 1394, granted a Bull to licence the performance of Di-

. vine Service in the Chapel. Pope Martin the Fifth granted another, for confirming S. Barton,
Matfter, and his fucceffors, in free poflcflion—both Bulls ending with a denunciation of thc wrath
of God, and of St. Peter and Paul, the Apoftles, againft any one who fhould be fo daring as to
violate thefe rules, or commit any overt-at againft them. The Poor had each an allowance of
eight-pence a week.

- This Hofpital was demolifhed in the Civil War in the rcign of Charles the Firft, but rebuiltin
the rcign of the Second Charles, when the Arms of the De la Poles were found among the ruins,
and placed over the door with the following infcription :—Dco et Pauperibus pofuit Dom. Mi-
chael de la Pole, A, D. 1384. .
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with a Chapel * adjoining it, for the ufe of the poor.—About this time,
likewife, he began to ere that ftately and fuperb Palace, known after-
wards by the name of Suffolk’s Palace, which ftood oppofite to the weft
end of ét. Mary’s Church, in a place at that time called Market-Gate.
At the entrance into this {pacious edifice, there ftood a lofty and grand
Gate-Way; over which, fupported by ftrong timber, were erected two
Chambers. At the end of a paflfage leading from the Gate-Way, up-
wards of thirty yards long and fix broad, ftood a fpacious and handfome
Tower, three ftories high, covered with lead, in which were chambers
eighteen feet by eighteen. Adjoining this Tower was a Court-Yard,
containing two roods of ground, neatly covered with large fquare pave-
ment ; and each fide of the yard was adorned with beautiful and elegant
buildings.—On one fide was a large Hall, built of brick and ftone, fixty
feet in length, and forty in breadth. At the weft end, was a beautiful
range of buildings, which occupied the whole fide of the fquare ; and, on
the eaft fide, were pantries, &c. with lodging-rooms over them ; behind
which was a large kitchen, twenty feet f{quare, covered with lead, with
other fmaller ofticess North of this Court, lay another Yard, neatly
walled, containing an acre or more of land, ornamented with fith-ponds
and a beautiful dove-cote ; and, to the weft of this, was a pleafant plot of

A.D.1387

Suffolk’s Pa-

lace built.

ground, containing two acres of pafture, inclofed with a brick wall, nine |

feet high, and two bricks and a half thick ; a great part of which is now

ftanding, and adjoins the Manor Boarding-School. Before the great -

Hall window was a moft delightful and fpacious Flower-Garden, 4 of
upwards of an acre; and, contiguous to it, was the Kitchen-Garden,
wherein are now ere@ed warehoufes, thades, &c. and other parts are oc-
cupied

* Over the entrance of the Chapel, which was rebuilt at the fame time upon the fite of the former,
‘Wwas placed this infcription :~Hoc Sacellum Deo et Pauperibus pofuit Dom. Michael de la Pole,

Anno Dom. 1384. quod ingruente Bello Civili dirutum, Anno 1643, tandum aulius inftauratum
fuit Anno 1673, Richardo Kitfon, S. T. B. Rettore Domus Dei fuper Hull.

* This Garden has, for many years, been kmown by the appellation of ARcH1BALD’S GARDEN ;.

but, in the year 1787, the whole of it was laid out for the purpofc of building on, and a confi. '

derable part of it is already covered with buildings.
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cupied as yards by different artificers in the town. Adjoining to the Great
Hall on the fouth-fide, was a Court of one rood extent; about which
were ereted houfes for baking, brewing, wathing, and other fimilar pur-
pofes : on the north fide ftood a beautiful Chapel, fuppofed to have been
dedicated to St. Michael the Archangel. This Chapel was twenty-cight.
feet in length, and fifteen in breadth—built of brick and ftone, and co-
vered with lead. A

Befides this Palace, the Earl of Suffolk eretted three other fplendid
and magnificent Houfes, adorned with ftately Towers, two of which
ftood within the town; but the other was fituated at a {mall diftance
from it, and commanded an extenfive and delightful profpe of the
country adjacent.

This Earl of Suffolk dying (as has already been obferved) in exile at
Paris, was fucceeded in his title and eftate by his fon, Michael de la
Pole, the fecond Earl of Suffolk of that name. This Nobleman ac-
companied his Royal Mafter, Henry the Fifth, in his firft expedition
into France—when, in order to carry into effet his pretenfions to that
kingdom, he failed from Southampton the eightecnth of Auguft, 1413,

~ with a fleet of fifteen hundred tranfport thips, in which were embarked

fix thoufand men at arms, and twenty-four thoufand archers, befides
gunners, engineers, artificers, and labourers, making, in all, an army of
near fifty thoufand men. On the 21t of the fame month, he landed at
Caux, a town fituate at the mouth of the Seine, in Normandy ; and,
without lofs of time, marched to Harfleur, an important fea-port, about
nine miles diftant, a place very commodious for receiving fuccours from
England, and immediately began the fiege of that place. The garrifon,
though weak, made a brave and gallant refiftance ; but, in the end, they
were obliged to capitulate. During the whole fiege, Michael de la Pole,
Earl of Suffolk, greatly diftinguifhed himfelf, and gave many fignal proofs
of his courage and military capacity. He did not long, however, wear

‘the laurels he had reaped: The fatigues of the fiege, and the unufual

heat of the feafon, proved fatal to many ; and, among others, to the
Earl
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Earl of Suffolk, uho died grcatly lamented, leaving his honours and 4.D-1415.
cftates to his eldeft fon Michacl, who had likewife attended the King in pp0 ) 40
this expedition, and was then at Harfleur. 3?8‘3; 3& E,
 But neither did this young Earl enjoy thefe honours long, as we fhall
fee in the fequel of this cxpedition. The great armament France had
prepared, the ill ftate of the Englith army, and the approach of Win-
ter, obliged Henry to think of retreating ; and if poflfible to march by
land to Calais. The French with an army of fourteen thoufand men at
arms, and forty thoufand foot, oppofed the King on his march, whofe
troops were fo very difproportionate, that they did not amount to full -
ten thoufand. This brought on the memorable battle of Agincourt,
which was fought on the 25th of O&ober in the fame year, and which
thines fo glorious in the annals of England. In this action, * the event
of which is well known, the valiant Earl of Suffolk exhibited furprizing
proofs of courage and intrepidity, in the height of which he was flain,
as he was fighting by the fide of his Royal Mafter, after he had furvived
his father only the {pace of a few weeks.
This victory was obtained with very little lofs to the Englith; for,
befides the Earl of Suffolk, there were killed only the Duke of York,
with two or three gentlemen more, and about forty of the common fol-
diers. Henry, after he had given orders that the flain thould be decently
buried, 4 immediately proceeded on his march to Calais, carrying with'
~him the body of the Earl of Suffolk, to be interred in England, where
the King had no fooner arrived, but he made it his firfk care to feod
the corple to the manor of Ewelme in Oxfordfhire, 1 his obfequies be~
ing devoutly performed by the Archbifhops, and moft of the Bithops in
St. Paul’s Church by the King’s order. Twp more of the de la Poles -
younger brothers to the above Earl, not long after loft their lives in
G’ France,

* Goodwin’s Life of Henry sth, p. g1, 92. + A®. Pub. IX. P- 334
¢ The manor of Ewelme came to the family of the de la Poles by the marxiage of this Earl’s
{on to Alice, daughtcr of Thomas Chaucer, Efq; fon of Jeoffrey Chaucer the Poct. Holinfhead,

pag. 1236,
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EHL.: France, in the fame quarrel.  And the beginning of this year died the
Peath of me HON0Urable and Rev. John de la Pole their uncle, and fon of Michael
Aoy jonn dela Pole, firft Earl of Suffolk ; his remains were interred in the Col-

legiate church of Wingfield, and upon his tomb-ftone is the following
infcription. Here lies the body of Mafter John de la Pole, (fon of
Michael de la Pole, formerly Earl of Suffolk) Bachelor of Laws,
Canon of the Cathedral church of York,* and the Collegiate church
of Beverley, who died the twenty third day of the month of February,

1415, in the fourth year of King Henry the Fifth.
Wli:“;:l‘c? To the late Earl fucceeded his eldeft fon William de la Pole, a noble-
gt;ug:ﬁljﬁ‘rl man who equally diftinguithed himfelf both in the cabinet and in the
" field. < Dugdale tells us that he ferved twenty four years in France,
and feventeen without ever returning home. Accordingly in 1423, the
beginning of the reign of Henry the Sixth, when the Englifh were ex-
tending their conquefts in France, under-the condut of the Duke of
Bedford, the Earl of Salifbury, &c. William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk,
bore a diftinguifhed part, and obtained many fignal victories. But whilft
the Earl was thus viGorious, his brother Sir John de la Pole, tho’
an able officer, was lefs fortunate. This Knight was Governor of
Auranches in Normandy, and having drawn together all the garrifons
in the Marches of Anjou, made an aflault upon the city of Angiers,
plundered and burnt the fuburbs, aud pillaged the adjacent country. As
foon however as Sir John had begun his retreat; the Governor with
fix thoufand men made a vigorous fally, fell unexpectedly on the Englifh,
who being greatly incommoded with the prifoners and fpoils they had
Sir Jobn de taken, I were thrown into great confufion, and after a faint refiftance,
;,‘n-‘}glfe‘,f“” were entirely routed. Three hundred fell in the field, and fix hun-
: : dred

* He was made Prebendary of Weflow in the year, 1380,
+ Dugdale’s Baron. vol. 2d, p. 18q.

1 In this incurfion the troops under the command of Sir John de 1a Pole had taken twelve
thoufand head of cattle,
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dred were taken prifoners, in which latter number was Sir John de 4.D.1423.
la Pole himfelf. * =
During thefe tranfactions in Normandy, the French loft the battle
of Verneuil, in the province of Perch, where there were flain of them,
and of the Scots their allies, nine thoufand feven hundred men, befides
feveral of the principal nobility. In this a@ion the Earl of Suffolk
greatly diftinguithed himfelf ; after which he, with the Earl of Salif-
bury, Sir John Falftoff, and other famous commanders, entered Maine,
befieged Mans, the capital of the province, and one of the firongeft
cities in France, which they took after a fhort fiege, and finithed this
glorious campaign, with the conqueft of that whole province. After the
furrender of Mans, William de la Pole Earl of Suffolk, was made go-
vernor, and Sir John Falftoff his deputy. §
Three years after this, the Earl of Suffolk, Sir John his brother, and
that renowned General the Earl of Warwick, formed a defign to be-
come Mafters of Montargis, in the county of Orleans. This place
was very neceflary for the execution of the projet the Englith had .
formed, which was, to carry the wur beyond the Loire, and to put it
to a fpeedy iffue, by the entire conqueft of the whole kingdom. But
when they had come to the place, they found it more ftrongly fortified
and better provided than what they had fufpeted. The river Loir
parting into three branches near the town, there was a neceflity to fepa-
rate-the troops into as many different quarters, one-of which was com-
manded by the Earl of Warwick, the fecond by the Earl of Suffolk,
and the third was intrufted to Sir John de la Pole, his brother. Thefe
quarters were joined by bridges of communication ; but as the Generals
could not expe& to take the place by a regular fiege, with the troops
they had with them, they were in hopes, that, by forming a blockade,

the befieged would be obliged to furrender, before they could poffibly be
relieved.

* How long he remained a prifoner is uncertain ; but three years after this we find him in the

field again,
+ Hall, fol. 91,
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CHAP. L relieved. In this, however, they were miftaken; * for after the blockade
had lafted three months, and the garrifon reduced to the laft extremity,
the French, under the command of the Baftard of Orleans, marched
to effeCtuate its relief. The befieged having notice that fuccours were
approaching, let go their fluices to favour them. The river was fo
much fwoln thereby, that the bridges of communication between the
Englith quarters were overflowed. This favourable opportunity the
French Geéneral availed himfelf of, and with one half of his troops
.commanded by La Hire, attacked Sir John de la Pole’s quarter, and
with the other half fell himfelf upon the Earl of Suffolk. “This was
a fingular kind of battle, the foldiers of both fides ftanding up to
their middle’'in water. In this aGtion the two de la Poles did every
thing that could be expetted from the moft confummate Generals. The
fight was obftinate and bloody; but the Earl of Warwick not being able
to lend them any affiftance, and being overpowered with numbers, they
were ‘at length totally routed with the lofs of one thoufand five hundred
of their men, Sir John de la Pole himfelf narrowly efcaping.

- As foon as the fiege of Montargls was raifed, the Earl of Suffolk re-
tired to Mans, of which place, (as has already been obferved) he was
Governor, where he arrived but juft in time for the prefervation of
that important town. Several of the chief inhabitants of Mans, being
well affe@ed to the French King, entered into a confpiracy, to betray

. the city tohim. 4+ This defign they informed him of by letters con-~
veyed to him by certain friers. Stimulated by this information, he im-
mediately difpatched five hundred men to take pofiefiion of the town,
which was accordingly delivered up to them by the confpirators, and
the Englith guards planted at the gates, were all put to the {word.
The enemy being thus mafters of the town, fell upon the other Eng-
lith troops, and flew many of them before they were aware of their
real fituation, fuppofing only that the citizens had in general revolted.

The
* Hall, fol. 102,
+ Continuation of Daniel’s Hiftory of England, p. 356.
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The Earl of Suffolk, on being informed of what had happened, with 4.D.1427.
what forces he could get togcther, immediately retreated into the caftle, =
and difpatched a meflenger to Lord Talbot, who was then at Alenfon,
to requeft his immediate affiftance, as he had no more than three days
provifions. ‘Talbot, whofe diligence was as remarkable as his valour,
loft not 2 moment. By the next night he was with fome troops at the
foot of the caftle towards the country. Thefe troops, amounting to
about feven hundred men, entered in through a poftern gate ; whilft the
" enemy thought themfelves fecure in the city, not imagining that the
caftle could have been fo fpeedily relieved. :

As foon as day appeared thofe two brave Commanders fallied out of
the caftle, and finding the French fecure and unprepared, flew a great
many of them, and drove the reft quite out of the city. Thus this im-
portant place was almoft as {oon recovered * as loft, by the extraordi-
nary diligence and good conduét of thofe two able officers. After this
affair had been thus brought to fo fortunate an iflue, the Earl of Suffolk
and Lord Talbot marched to Laval, a town in the prevince of Maine,
and yet in the hands of the French, which they carried with eafe.—
Then joining the Earl of Warwick, they befieged Pontorfon, a very
ftrong town on the borders of Bretagne, and though the French King
ufed every effort to relieve the place, and force the Englith to raife the
fiege, and the garrifon made a brave refiftance, and held out for a con-
fiderable time, yet, in the end, being reduced to the greateft extremity,
they were obliged to open their gates to the befiegers. 4

In order to the more {peedy and effeGtual fubduing of France, in 1428, 1}, Englifh
the Regent and his Counfel refolved upon the fiege of Orleans. Accord+ E’;‘;‘" Or-
ingly the Earl of Sahibury, who had juft returned from England with

H a body

* The Earl of Suffolk having thus recovered the town, he immediately made a ftri& enquiry
to find out thofe perfons, who had been guilty of this treachery. They were found to be thirty
of the chief citizens, twenty priefts, and fifteen friers, every one of whom, upon convx&:on,
be ordered ta be executed, —=—=Continuation of Danicl’s Hiftory of Eng. p 356.

+ Hall, fol. so1,
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CHAP. L a body of fix thoufand men well accoutred, was pitched upon to com-
sy nnnd

mand at the fiege; and under him William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk,
and Lord Talbot : They marched with an army of ten thoufand men,
well furnithed with artillery and ammunition for fo great an attempt.*
The French, on the other hand, having had intelligence of this defign
of the Englith, omitted nothing that was likely to render the execution
of their plan impraicable ; they furnithed it with a ftrong garrifon,
compofed of the beft troops of France and Scotland, commanded by
the moft experienced leaders, who not only repaired the fortifications,
but alfo deftroyed all the fuburbs, and laid the adjacent country entirely
wafte. + All thefe circumftances, however, though they made the
fiege much more difficult, were not fufficient to difcourage the Englifh.
To fuch brave minds, as thofe of - Salifbury, Suffolk, and Talbot, which
were fluthed with repeated victories, and emulous of glory, no obftacles
feemed infurmountable. '

‘The months of Auguft and September, 1428, were fpent in fecuring
fuch places in the neighbourhood as might annoy them during the
fiege; and in the beginning of O&ober, they appeared before Orleans
itfelf, which was rendered an obje& of anxious attention to both parties.
Not having an army fufficiently numerous to inveft fo great a city as
Orleans on all fides, they began their operations againft that important

place, on the fide of the river Loire only. Three weeks pafled.with-

-out any confiderable advantage gained by either fide; but at length
part of the garrifon making a vigorous fally out of one of the gatcs,
was, after a fharp difpute, repulfed with great lofs, and purfued fo
clofe, that the beficgers entered the gate with them, and made them-
felves mafters of the caftle that defended the bridge over the Loire, and
which, by its advantageous fituation, feemed greatly to facilitate the
taking of the town.{ But in this important acquifition, which had fo
much flattered their hopes, they met with a lofs almoft irreparable, by

the

* A&, Pub. X. p. 402. t Continuation of Danicl’s Hiftory of England, p. 356
1 Monftrelet,
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the death of their General, the moft renowned Commander of that age, 4 D-1428.
the Earl of Salitbury. One day as he, with the Earl of Suffolk, and
fome other of the principal officers, were reconnoitering the town from a

a window of this tower, a cannon ball hit him on the right fide of Deathof the
his head, took away his chcck, and ftruck out one of his eyes; eight Earl of Sa-

days after which he died at Meun on the Loire, to which place he had e
been removed. * :

This lofs, though very great, interrupted not the fiege. The Earl of The Earl of '
Suffolk was appointed to command the army, who continued the attacks mands the
as vigoeoufly as before. In fhort, there was nothing every day but con- R
tinual aflaults, fallies, and fkirmithes, wherein the befieged behaved
with great bravery and condu@; fo that, notwithftanding all the precau’
tions ufed by the Earl of Suffolk to prevent fuccours being thrown
into the city, both troops and convoys were introduced, though always
by dint of fword. 'Thus the garrifon, which at firft confifted of twelve
hundred men only, was, by the end of December, augmented to three
thoufand. And on the other hand the Earl of Suffolk’s army was in-
creafed to three and twenty thoufand, by the fupplies perpetually fent
by the Regent, fo that the fiege grew every day more- unportant and
difficult.

But to give a minute dctaxl of this interefting fiege, the taking and
re-taking of convoys and forts, the mutual diftrefles both of the be-
fieged and befiegers, does not fall within the compafs of this hiftory.

The fole reafon, indeed, why the military tranfa@ions in France have

been mentioned at all, is, to trace the De la Pole’s family in its diftin&

branches, and to give the reader an idea of the important fations, .

which many of them filled with diftinguithed honour. Suffice it there-

fore to fay, on the prefent occafion, that, after a fiege of feven months, The fiege of

by a very fingular event, which all the general hxﬁonans detail at large, raifed.
‘Otleans

- * His Widow was afterwards marricd to William dela Pole, Earl of Suffolk~Vide Dugdale’s
Baron. vol. 1ft, p. 6532, 653.
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Orleans was relieved ; and the Englith army, greatly difpirited, were oblig-
ed to retire, and to relinquith the obje& they were fo defirous to obtain,

On this event, part of the army under the Earl of Suffolk retreated
to Gergeaux, the next Englith garrifon, and part under Lord Talbot
to Mcun. The French, fluthed with this fuccefs, had no fooner put
Orleans into a pofture of defence, than they appeared before Gergeaux,
where the Earl of Suffolk had imprudently fhut himfclf up, with about
twelve hundred men. This place, after a fhort ficge, was taken by
fcalade. The Earl himfelf was made prifoner, a confiderable number
of the garrifon flain, and among them Sir Alexander de la Pole, his

- valiant brother.

" Siege of Au-

- marle,

How long the Earl of Suffolk remained a prifoner is not certain ; yet,
as the Englifh at this time had many more noble prifoners in their hands,
it is very probable, he was foon exchanged : * for, not long after this time,
in the beginning of the year 1430, we find- him again at the head of an
army, at the fiege of Aumarle, a city which a little before had revolted
from the Englith, and which now was fo vigoroufly defended by the
Governor, that the Earl of Suffolk made no lefs than twenty-five.
affaults before he was able to carry it, and which did not furrender be-
forc moft of the troops that compofed the garrifon were flain.  As this
town had been obliged to furrender at difcretion, the Earl, highly
exafperated at the treachery of the citizens, punifhed them with extreme
feverity. ‘Thirty of the principal inhabitants he ordered to be imme-
diately hanged on a gallows ereCted upon the walls of the city; laid
heavy fines upon the reft; and fent the Governor a prifoner into England,
where he remained for the fpace of fix years, before he was exchanged.
. As we read of no other of the Earl of Suffolk’s operations in the field,
during the remainder of this long and bloody war in France, itis proba-
ble that he returned about this time to his native country.

In the year 1435, the two Kings fent their Plenipotentiaries to the
Congrefs opened at Arras, a town in Artois, to deliberate on a treaty of
peace.

¢ Continuation of Daniel’s Hift, of England,
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Peace. The King of England appointed William de la Pole, Earl of 4.D:1430.

Suffolk, to be one of the number; but the propofals of the French

Ambafladors were confidered as fo extravagant, * that the Earl and his
affociates being greatly duffatisfied, left Arras abruptly, and immediately
returned to England.

Nine years after this negociation, when neither party was able to con-
tinue the war any longer, both fides began to think ferioufly of peace.—
T he place appointed for the negociation was Tours, in Touraine, a town
in which Charles, the French King, refided. To this place the King of
England fent his Ambaflfadors, and, at the head of this Embafly, was
William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk. Forefecing, however, that his

condud would be feverely fcrutinized at his return, he prefented to the

King a petition, in which he declared himfelf incapable of executing the
inftruions he had received 4. He then humbly entreated his Majety,
either to free him entirely from the burthen of the negociation, or, if hz
did not think proper to grant him that favour, he would at leaft fecure
him from all imputation of blame. Accordingly the King, by the advice
_of his Council, gave him an order to execute whatever was contained in
his inftru@®ions. The Earl of Suffolk, with the other Ambaffadors, } as
foon as they arrived at Tours, proceeded without any delay to negociate
with the French Commiffioners concerning the peace, which was ar-
dently wifhed for by both parties. The Englith, however, were refolved
not to reftore the conquefts they had made in France at the expence of fo
‘much blood and treafure, and the French were equally refolved not to
make peace upon any other conditions; fo that nothing more could
then be effeGted than a Truce for eighteen months, with hopes that a
Peace might be concluded before the expiration of that Truce. ‘

' I ‘ - This

* Rymer’s Fzd. Tom. X. P. 611, 6:2.‘ + A& Pub XL P. 53.

1 The Emperor, and the Kings of Spain, Denmark, and Hungary, alfo fent their Ambaﬂ'adors,
perfons of the greateft quality and authority, to be Mediators. This affembly was faid to be one of
the moft magnificent and fplendid of any in thofe days, as uch Prince had furnifhed his Ambaf-
fadors with fuch an equipage, as would do honour to the country to which they belonged. Vide
the Continuation of Danicl’s I—h{tory of England, P. 393,
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CHAP. L. This affair being thus brought to a conclufion, the Earl of Suffolk, ac-
cording to the reprefentation of moft of the Englith Hiftorians, proceeded
a ftep farther than his commiffion authorized him, and propofed the mar-
riage of his mafter, King Henry, with Margaret, daughter of Rene of
Anjou, titular King of Sicily, Naples, and Jerufalem, and Duke of
Anjou. It was not likely the King would receive any fortune with this,
Princefs ; for though her illuftrious birth was fufficient to give her a pre-
tenfion to the honour intended her, yet her father was, at that time, the
pooreft Princein Europe. The Earl of Suffolk, however, who probably
propofed to himfelf many advantages by this match, ufed every effort to-
effe it, in which he was wnfortunately too fuccefsful. Ile extolled her
many noble qualities—he reprefented her asa Princefs of a lively, daring
Spirit—of uncommon underftanding, decp penetration, and unthaken re-
folution ; he infifted that her affinity to the Queen of France would be
inftrumental in eftablithing a firm Peace between the two nations, which
would fave England more money than the greateft Prince in Chriflen-
dom could give with his daughter. This difpofition in the Earl, and.
others of his party, the French managed in fuch a mannes, as turned
greatly to their own advantage : they feigned the greateft willingnefs to
comply with the propofal, but pretended it would be derogatory to their,
honour to bring it to an iffue while the King of England kept paffeflion
of Mans, and the whole province of Maine, which belonged to the King
of Sicily. The Earl of Suffolk, whole ardour on this occafion was greater
than his prudence, * promifed that the whole province of Maine, with
_part of the Duchy of Anjou, thould be delivered to Rene, King of Sicily,
on condition that he fhould give them to his brother, Charles of Anjou.
This affair raifed the Earl many enemies, and was one of the articles in
‘the indi®ment which, not long after, the Commons prefented to the
Lords againft him. o .

Having thus fettled matters in France, Suffolk returned into England
to propofe them to the King, over whom he had acquired a great afcen--
- dancy,

* Hall Stow,
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dancy. It was eafy for him to. perfuade Henry to approvc of what he 4.D. 1444,
had done, efpecially as he had before made fure of his principal Coun- —
fellors, who applauded this tranfaction in the ftrongeft terms. The
Duke of Gloucefter feems to have been the only perfon who at that time
gdve the Earl any uneafinefs, by vigoroufly oppofing the match ; and it
was difficult to anfwer the reafons he alledged to juftify his oppofition..
The chief of thofe reafons were, * That the match with the daughter of
the King of Sicily was both difhonourable to the King and difadvantage-
ous to the Nation, 1s, by reftoring the province of Maine, and part of the
Duchy of Anjou, the Monarch feemed to purchafe a wife at the expence:
of the blood of his fubje¢ts, and would highly injure his affairs in France ;.
that a Peace might be concluded upon better terms ; that if Maine, that -
bulwark of Normandy, were furrendered to the French, Normandy itfelf
would be in imminent danger of being loft, as foon as ever the Truce,
thould expire.

Strong as the Duke of Glouccﬁcr s reafons were, they were. wholly'
difregarded ; the Earl of Suffolk prevailed 5 and it was concluded by the-
advice of the Council, that the marriage fhould be confummated ; and
the Earl, with a fplendid train of Lords,. was empowered by the King to-
efpoufe the Princefs Margaret in his name, and to condué her into
England. The King, highly pleafed that the marriage was b{rougvht
to a conclufion, was not backward in rewarding the promoters of it : the
Earl of Suffolk was created MaRraquis of Suffolk, and, at the farie time,
three other Earls were created Dukes..

In the month of November, 1444, the Marquis of Suﬁ‘olk attended
with feveral perfons of the firft quality, fet fail for France, and being ar-
tived at Tours, he, as Procurator to Henry, was efpoufed to the Lady
Margaret, in the church of St. Mar,tm, in thatcity 4. After fome time

{pent

- Damel’s Hxﬁory of England conunued
t There were prefent the King and Queen of Sicily, the French King, who was uncle to King
Henry, and the French Queen, auntto the Lady Margaret, the Duke of Orleans and Bretagne,
feven Farls, twelve Barons, twenty Bifhops, beﬁdcs Knights and Gentlemen innumerable. Vide.

1R, Fol, 5,8,
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CHAP. I. fhent in feaftings and rejoicings of various kinds, the Queen was com-

mitted to the Marquis and the reft of the Englifh Nobles, who con-
ducted her in great ftate through Normandy to Deipe, and arrived in
England in the beginning of April, 1445. From Portfimouth, where
fhe landed, fhe was conveyed to Southwick in HHampfhire, the feat of
Richard Norton, Efg; Knight of the Shire, where the marriage folemnity
was performed on the 22d of the fame month ; after which, fhe came to
London, * being met at Blackheath by the Mayor and Aldermen in their
proper robes, who condu¢ted her thro” the city to Weftminfter, where,
on the joth of May, the was crowned with confiderable pomp.

The Queen was, undoubtedly, a woman of great endowments, both
of mind and body; her beauty and gracefulnefs of perfon, her wit and
mafculine courage, were univerfally admired ; and, as the ill effe@s of this
match were not prefently felt, the Marquis of Suffolk was applauded as
its chief promoter.

In the next Parliament, which met in the beginning of the following
year, +} the Marquis of Suffolk made a long fpeech in the Houfe of
Lords, in which he very eloquently fct forth the great pains and dili-
gence he had taken in his Embafly into France, both in concluding the
Truce, and in effeting the Marriage between his Sovereign and the Lady
Margaret ; prefling them, at the fame time, to be ready to renew the war
with vigour, if the Truce, which was to expire in April, fhould not be
fucceeded by a Peace; and clofed with requefting their approbation of
his condud. '

The day after, he went to the Lower Houfe, and, with equal elo-
quence, thewed his fidelity in his negociation, the great charges he had
been at in executing it, and defired that he might be difcharged by both
Houfes, after the payment of his expences. The next day, the Speaker
of the Houfe of Commons, attended with a great number of the Mem-
bers, went up to the Lords, and defired their concurrence in a petition
to his Majefty to reward the Marquis for his meritorious fervices. They

voted
* Hall, Fol. 148. 1 Ibid, Fol, 149.
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voted moreover, that his negociation fhould be recorded in the Rolls of 4-D-1447,
Parliament, not only for the honour of him and his family, but alfo for
his acquittal from any future charge, and granted him a fubfidy on pur-
pofe to fatisfy him for the expences of his embafly. *
The Queen, to requite the Marquis for the obligations fhe lay un-
der to him, took him into her particular favour ; and, in concert with
~ the Dukes of Somerfet and Buckingham, they refolved on the final ruin
of the Duke of Gloucefter. In order to effeCtuate their .purpofc,. a Par-
liament was fummonéd to meet at St. Edmund’s-Bury, where, as foon
as the Duke appeared, he was accufed of treafon, arrefted, and thrown
into prifon. Soon after his commitment, he was found dead in his bed ;
and tho’ no marks of violence appeared on his body, yet it was uni-
verfally believed he had fallen a vi&im to the malice of his enemies.
This condu& of Suffolk gave great offence to the nation in general ;
and as a peace was not likely to take place, it was faid the Marquis had
betrayed the King and the State. The murmurs againft him were now
fo publick, that he was compelled to take notice of them; and in or-
der to filence them, he requefted that the King would hear his defence,
that he might give him fatisfattion with regard to his innocence.
Henry willingly complied with his requeft, and appointed him a day
to vindicate his condu@.+ When the day was come, the King heard
him in his own apartment in the prefence of feveral Lords. He re-
lated minutely all he had done in France, and juftified himfelf in fo
able .a manner, that, after he had finithed his {peech, the King de-
clared he was fully fatisfied. He did more than this: he gave him
Letters Patent under the Great Seal, acquitting him from all imputation
of mifcondu&, and forbidding all perfons, on pain of his difpleafure, to
accufe or {peak ill of him. Notwithftanding the Marquis’s defence,
however, the murmurs of the people were not diminithed ; he was Il
looked upon as the principal Author both of the Duke of Gloucefter’s
murder, and of the King’s marriage, and was condemned by all, except
e K . _ . e A A “the
* A whole fiftcenth, Hall, fol, 358,  + A&, Pub, XL p. 172
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CHAP. L. the fycophants of the Court ; yet in the midft of thefe difcontents the
~ King, at the inftigation of the Queen, who governed him entirely,
created the Marquis of Suffolk, DukEe of Suffolk, his patent of crea-

tion bearing date the 2d of June, 1448.*

Soon after this, the war between England and France was renewed,,
and in the year following, the French entered Normandy with four
armies, at once, and before the end of the campaigh made themfelves
mafters of the whole province.+ The lofs of all Normandy in one
campaign, the conqueft of which had coft fo much blood and treafure,
raifed a general difcontent among the people. The whole kingdom
rung with complaints againft the Duke of Suffolk ; he was accufed as the
chief inftrument of all the late difgraces in France, and of procuring
the death of the Duke of Gloucefter. It was farther alledged againft
him, that he had wafted the King’s treafure, removed all his vistuous
Council from him, and filled up their places with perfons either openly
vicious, or elfe fo- much addicted to his intereft, that they preferred it
to the common good : Laftly, he was confidered as the chief caufe of
the lofs of Normandy.

In this difpofition was the people, when the Parliament met Janu-

Impeach- 3TY 225 1450. I A few days after the Commons prefented to the Lords
Bf:]‘(‘ezg S‘L’; an indi®ment againft Suffolk, containing for fubftance the charges be-
folk. fore-mentioned, with fome others, of which none could ferioufly be-

licve him guilty.  Popular clamour, however, was loud againft him,
and the honours and wealth he had obtained were the obje&s of envy; fo
that, having ence- become odious, every grievance in the whole admini-
ftration was. imputed to him as its author. In vain did he urge, that,
after ferving his fovereign in thirty-four campaigns—after having been
feventeen years in France, without ever fo much as once returning home
~after lofing a father and. three brothers in the wars with France—it
was incredible he could be guilty of betraying his country. o

, : Alarmed.

s Dugdale’a Baron, Vol, IL p. 188,  + Hall.  } Cotton’s Abridgment, p. 641, 642.
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Alarmed at fo violent a profecution of a favourite Minifter, and who 4.D- 14s0.
was fo much the object of popular prejudice, the Court formed an ex-
pedient to preferve him from ruin, which they were afraid might be
the confequence of a regular trjal. This expedient was, that Suffolk
fhould refer himfelf to the King’s award, who, by his own authority,
would banith him the kingdom the fpace of five years. Such an irre-
gular mode of proceeding was adopted, in hopes that the hatred of his
enemies would abate in that time, and then ample amends might ‘be
made him for his fufferings. The Duke himfelf too, confidering this
exile as a proper means to fecure him from the fury of the people, was
not unwilling to leave the kingdom for a time, and on the firft of April,
he embarked for France. But it was not his fortune to arrive fafe in
that country ; for his enemies forefeeing that he would, on the firft fa-
vourable opportunity, be reftored to his country, and re-inftated in his
former power, were determined on his deftruction. He was.accordingly :
met in his paffage by an Englith thip belonging to the Earl of Exeter, Deathof the
then Conftable of the Tower, called the Nicholas, which engaged and pipcfSeF
took his thip. The Captain fearching the Duke’s veffel, and finding
him there, brought him into Dover road, where, without further cere-
mony, he caufed his head to be ftruck off on the fide of a long boat;
nor was any enquiry ever made after the aQors and authors of this deed
of violence. Such was the melancholy end of William de la Pole, .
Duke of Suffolk, who, but a few days before, was one of the greateft
and moft powerful perfons in the kingdom. * - His head and body were
left on Dover fands, where they were found by one of his Chaplains,
taken up, and conveyed to Kingfton upon Hull, and there mterred in
the Charter-Houfe. §

From this unfortunate Nobleman was defcended John de la- Pole,
Duke of Suffolk, who efpoufed Elizabeth Plantagenet, fifter of King:
Edward IV, and Richard IIL. and had iffue by her John de la Pole Earl

. of
* He was a Privy Counfellor fifteen years, and a Knight of the Gaster thirty. Dugdale’s
Baron, Vol, xi, p, 189, 3 Thin. Stow. p. 388, :

>~
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CHAP. L of Lincoln. This Earl was a man of great abilities and undaunted
courage; and, being fo nearly allied to the crown, he was not without
hopes of one day afcending the throne. Nor were thofe hopes altoge-
ther groundlefs ; for Richard III. his uncle, after the death of his only
fon, the Prince of Wales, had caufed the Earl of Lincoln to be declared
his prefumptive heir; and would have had this declaration ratified by
Parhament, had he been fuffered to enjoy in quiet that crown he had fo
vxolently ufurped.

But foon after this, 22d Auguft, 1485, the battle of Bofworth was
fought, which, as is well known, proved fatal to Richard, and placed
the Crown upon the head of Henry Earl of Richmond. This event,
for the prefent, put an end to the expe@ations of the Earl of Lincoln,
and made him refolve to lofe no opportunity that might prefent itfclf,
to accomplifh the ruin of the new Monarch.

The rebellion which broke out in Ireland in 1486, headed by one
Lambert Simnel, a baker’s fon, who perfonated the Earl of Warwick, fon
to the late Duke of Clarence, afforded him the opportunity "he feemed
fo much to defire. Accordingly he was one of the firft that openly ap-
peared to maintain the caufe of the pretended Earl of Warwick ; and
no fooner was Simnel proclaimed King in Ireland, than he embarked for
Flanders to concert with his Aunt, the Duchefs Dowager of Burgandy,
the means to accomplith this undertaking, and to folicit her fupport. *
His reception there was as favourable as he could with ; for the Duchefs
bore a mortal hatred to the Houfe of Lancafter, as the herfelf was of
the Houfe of York. She foon came to a refolution, therefore, to furnifh
the Earl with two thoufand veteran troops, commanded by one Martin
Swart ; with which force he failed for Ireland, and joined the pretended
King. . '

- The rebels now refolved to pafs immediately into England and em-
barkmo their men on board the veflels that had tranfported the Germans,

~ -landed at the Pyleof F owdrey, near Lanca{’cer, where they were joined
A
* Bacon's Life and Rcigﬁ ;)f Henry VII, : y
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by Sir Thomas Broughton, and a finall body of Englith. From this
place they began their march towards York, without committing the
leaft a&t of hoftility in their tout, the more to ingratiate themfelves with
the people: but in this they were deceived, for few dared to join their
ftandard. ‘The Earl of Lincoln commanded the army; and finding him-
felf difappointed in his expetations from the people, he determined to
march dire¢tly towards the King, and to give him battle. The two
armies met near a village called Stoke, a few miles from Newark, and
the battle was fought on the 6th of June 1487. The conteft was fierce
and obftinate, and lafted three hours, before victory inclined to either fide

At length, however, the rebels were totally defeated, with the lofs of
four thoufand of their men flain in the field. The Earl of Lincoln too,
Martin Swart, and moft of their leaders fell in this a&ion.’

4.D.1486.
——

Death of the
Earl of Lin-
coln.

The brother of this brave but unfortunate Earl, was Edmund Earl .

of Suffolk, the laft of that noble family who bore that title. This Noble-
man, being of a hafty and irritable difpofition, having had a quarrel
with a perfon, ynfortunately killed him. This accident might have
farnifhed the King with a pretence to free himfelf from the Earl, and
confidering how jealous that Prince always was of the Houfe of York,

it is furprifing that he did not make ufe of fo favourable an opportunity
of removing him out of the way. Yet, whatever might have been the
King’s motive, he was pleafed to grant him his pardon : but either with
a defign to caft an odium upon him or to make him more fenfible of
his obligation to his Sovereign, Henry caufed him to beg his pardon in
public. This ignominy Saffolk could but ill bear : the indignity put on
him made a deeper impreffion than the favour granted; and in great dif-
content he fled fecretly into Flanders, to his Aunt the Duchefs of Bur-
gandy. Henry, apprehenfive that frefh plots would be contrived againft
his crown, was greatly alarmed when he heard of the Earl’s precipitate
flight. But being taught by the many attempts that had been made

aBﬁunﬁ him te ufc gentle reafons and timiely remedies, he fo conciliated
L the

Edmund the
laft Eail of
Suffolk.
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CHAP. I the Earl’s regard by kind meffages, that he foon returned into England,
- > .
and was readily pardoned by the King.

Two years after this, however, Suffolk fled a fecond time into Flan-
ders, accompanied by his brother William de la Pole. Hall tells us
that he had made a very fplendid appearance at Prince Arthur’s marriage,
and by it had funk himfelf deep in debt, which was the occafion of his
returning again into Flanders. *  Others, however, and with more rea-
fon, attribute his returning into the low countries to the difcontents of
the people, which then prevailed againft the Government, and which
he fancied would end in an infurrection. And as he was of the Houfe
of York, by his Mother’s fide, he imagined the time was now come
to profecute his rights, and that many of the pcople would declare in
his favour. '

The King was greatly alarmed at the Earl’s retreat, as he was no
ftranger to his ambitious views. In order therefore to be fully informed,
he fent orders to one Sir Robert Curfon, governor of the Caftle of
Hammes, near Calais, in whom he knew he could confide, to fly from
his government and repair to Suffolk, and make him an offer of his
fervices. This Knight had the addrefs to infinuate himfelf into all the
fecrets of the Earl, and finding on whom he chiefly relied, conveyed
the intelligence immediately to the King. By this means Henry was ap-
prized of the perfons chiefly concerned in the plot; many of whom
were apprehended and thrown into prifon; amongft which number
were William Courtney, fon to the Earl of Devonfhire, married to

. the Lady Catherine, daughter to King Edward IV. and William de la
- Pole, brother of the Earl of Suffolk, who had returned to England.

As the King contented himfelf with detaining thofe two perfons in
prifon, they were generally looked upon as not guilty, but that he ufed
this pretence to fecure them, becaufe their relationthip to the Houfe of
York alarmed his fufpicious temper. In the mean time Henry caufed
the Pope’s Bull of Excommunication and Curfe, to be publifhed at

Paul’s-
* Bacon’s Life of Henry VII.
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Paul's-Crofs, againft the Earl of Suffolk, and fome others by name, 4-D-1506.
and in general againft all the abettors of the faid Earl ; and to preferve
Curfon’s credit with the Earl, his name was inferted in the above Bull.
But as foon as that traitor had drawn from Suffolk all his fecrets, he de-
ferted him and returned into England, where he was moft gracioufly re-
ceived by the King, but totally forfeitcd.his reputation with the people.
Curfon’s perfidy and flight confounded Suffolk, who, feeing himfelf
deftitute of hopes, wandered about for fome time in France and Ger-
many, forming fruitlefs projects, and at length retired again into Flan-

" ders, where he found an afylum with the Arch-Duke, who took him
under his prote@ion. But the Earl of Suffolk’s ill fortune was not to
end here : an accident which foon after befel the Arch-Duke, gave
Henry an opportunity, though not much to his honour, of gettmg this
unfortunate Nobleman again into his hands.

Philip, on the death of his mother Ifabella, which happened about
this time, had become King of Caftile, and with his Queen failed from
Flanders for Spain, in the beginning of the year 1506. But before they
got out of the Channel, they were overtaken by a terrible ftorm, which
drove them upon the Englith coaft, and being in great danger, with
much difficulty they ran into Weymouth. Henry was refolved to make
this incident turn to his own advantage, and at one of his interviews
with the King of Caftile, faid to him, ¢ Sir, you have been faved upon
my coaft, I hope you will not fuffer me to be wrecked on yours.” Philip
afked him, what he meant by that fpeech ? I mean it, faid the King, “ of
iny fubje& the Earl of Suffolk, who is prote&ted in your country, and
begins to act the fool, when all others are weary of it.” The King of
Caftile anfwered, ¢ I had thought, Sir, that your greatnefs and felicity
had been above apprehenfions from a fubje ; but if it trouble you I will
banith him my dominions.” The King replied, * Thefe hornets are
beft in their nefts, and worft when they fly abroad, and that his defire
was, to have him delivered into his own hand.” This reply threw

- Philip
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CHAP. L Philip into great perplexity, who at firft told Henry, he could by no
means comply with his requeft, as fuch an aftion would be dithonour-
able to himfelf, and the world would take occafion to fay, he had ufed
himas a prifoner. Henry, who was more anxious to accomplifh his end,
than folicitous of what the world faid, told the King of Catftile, if that
was his only obje&ion, then the matter was at an end, for he would take
all the dithonour upon himfelf. Philip, feeing the King was refolved to
have Suffolk at any rate, and unwilling, in the place he was in, to op-
pofe his defires any further, with a compofed countenance faid, ¢ Sir,
fince you are pleafed to give law to me, permit me to do ‘the fame by
you. *  You fhall have the Earl, but you fhall give your honour not te
take his life.” Henry very readily agreed to this condition; and Philip
propofed fuch a way of fending for him as he thought would be honour-

- able to both. ¢ I will fo manage this affair,” faid he, ¢ that the Earl
of Suffolk fhall come into England of his own accord, by which it will
appear that your Majefty, at my folicitation, has granted his pardon.”
The King replied, ¢ It was well thought of ; and if it plcafed him, he
would unite in fending to the Earl a meffage to that purpofe.” Accord-
ingly meflengers were immediately difpatched from both Kings to recall
the Earl, who willingly embraced the offer that was made him,”on being
affured of his life, and buoyed up with fair promifes of foon obtaining
his liberty.

The unfortunate Suffolk, falling thus into the fnare that Henry had

laid for him, attended the meflengers through Flanders, who conduéted

.him to Calais, and failing from thence he landed at Dover, in the be-

ginning of April in the year 1506, and, with a fufficient guard was con-

Farl of Suf- Veyed to London, and lodged in the Tower. But whatever hopes this
ok com- unhappy Earl might have once entertained of foon recovering his liberty
Tower. and obtaining his pardon, he found on his arrival in England, that he
had nothing to expe@ from Henry’s clemency. That Prince was too

jealous of the Houfe of York to pardon one of that branch, efpecially

one
® Bacon,
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one who had given him fo much uneafinefs. He was therefore kept d.D-15%,
prifoner in the Tower many years. . Henry had, as has been faid, made
Philip King of Caftile, a pofitive promife not to touch his life, fo that-
he could not confiftently with his honour put him to death, otherwife .
it is probable, he would not have fuftered the Earl to furvive him.
Notwithftanding his promife made to Philip, however, he is faid to have
given orders-to the Prince his fon, fimilar to thofe given by King David
to Solomon his fucceflor, with refpect to Joab. Whether this was the
motive that induced Henry VIII. to execute this unfortunate Earl,
hiftorians are not agi'ecd.* He was however beheaded in the Tower, on
the 3oth of April, 1513, after an imprifonment of feven years; and
this a& of violence was committed, without his ever having been
brought to‘any regular trial.—Thus fell Edmund de la Pole, the laft DPeath of

Edmund de

Earl of Suffolk of that name; and with him expired the honours of l:fpglcggid

that noble family, after they had enjoyed them little more than a hun-
dred and twenty years.

CarpINAL PorE, indeed, who made fo confpicuous a figure in the
days of Henry VIII. and who, afterwards, in the reign of Mary, be-
came Archbifhop of Canterbury, was allied to the above Nobleman.
This diftinguifhed prelate was the youngeft fon of Sir Richard Pole, a
gentleman of an ancient family in Wales, and Margaret, daughter of
the Duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. and alfo to Elizabeth

M the

* Lord Herbert and fome other Englith writers have aflerted, that Henry’s chief reafon
for putting the Earl of Suffolk to death, at atime when he was in no condition to hurt
him was, from an apprehenfon that, in the event of his own death in France, where he was
going on a military expedition, the people being well affeCted to the Houfe of York, fhould take
Suffolk out of the Tower and make him King.

But this reafon is generally confidered as unfatisfatory, . fince Margaret Queen of Scot-
land, the King's fifter, was the undoubted heir of the Houfe of York, provided the Kin
dicd without iffue.—The French writers with more probability fay, that Richard, his younger
brother, having accepted thc command of fix thoufand French at the fiege of Terouenne,
was the principal reafon which induced Henry to haften the Death of this unfortunate
Noblcmm.—-Dugdale'; Baron. vol. IL, p. 190, Hall, fol. 26.
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CHAP. I the Earl of Suffolk’s mother; whence it appears that the Cardinal’s

mother was the Earl’s firft Coufin.
But as the Hiftory of the de la Poles is drawn out to a greater

length than was at firft intended, and as the Cardinal was only a
diftant relation of theirs, we fhall here clofe our narrative of that
celebrated family ; hoping that our readers will not be difpleafed, at
our having laid it before them in a conneted view.

CHAP. II
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CHAP. IL

The Agreement entered into between the Inhabitants of Hull
and Scarborough.—The Town of Hull furmifhes the King
with Ships.—The Tides rife very high in the River Hum-
ber.—The Guild of the Holy Trinity inflituted.—Divers
Commiffioners appointed to view and repair the Banks, &e.
—Means ufed to fupply the Town with frefh Water, which
occafion great Contefls with the meighbouring Villages.—
King Richard II. orders the Town to be put into a proper
Sflate of Defence.—~The Cafile built.—Charter renewed.—
The Mayor quarrels with the A. Bp. of York.—The Town
tontinues loyal to the King.—Supplies hum with Ships and
Men.— Denies Entrance to the Duke of ch/zmond —Richard
is depofed and murde7ed

AVING now gonc through the hnftory of the noble family of thc 4.D. 1359
De la Poles, who contributed in a very eminent degree towards
the profperity of the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, where their anceftor
William de la Pole acquired a confiderable part of that wealth which
formed the bafis of his family’s future grandeur; we fhall now after fo
long a digreflion, return to what more immediately refpects the HLftory
of Hull, the obje& which in future we fhall fteadily, and with all
pofiible attention, purfue.. :
~ In the year of our Lord r 359, bcmg the thxrty-thxrd year of the -
seign of Edward III. we find the burgefles and commonalty of Hull
entering into an. agreement with thofe of Scarborough Sl that they and

their

* Town’s Records,
S
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CHAP.IL their fervants fhould hereafter be exempted in each place from all man-
ner of tolls, pontage, paflage, pannage, murage, kagage, and all other
cuftoms and tolls whatfoever. To confirm this agreement, each of the
parties affixed their Common Seals. '

The fame year Edward having come to a refolution to invade France,
fent to every fea port town within his kingdom, requiring of each a ’

~ certain number of fhips and mariners, according to the ability of the
place. And the refpetive quotas of each town may be feen in the

fellowing Table.

Towns. ) Ships. Mariners.
LONDON, &¢. = - - = - ' 25 662
DARTMOUTH - - - - - 43 1075
KINGSTON-vron-HULL 16 466
RAVENSER - - = - - - 1 27
GRIMSBY - - - - - - - 11 171
BARTON - - - - - - - 3 30

"LYNN = = = - = = = = - 16 382
SCARBOROUGH - - - - I 16
NEWCASTLE - - - - - 17 314

By comparing the above proportions, it is obvious that the town of
Kingfton-upon-Hull was, even then, a place of confiderable import-
ance ; and if we confider their prefent ftate, we fhall find that even the
ground on which one of the abovementioned towns then ftood, is not
now to be found ; and that others are reduced to a very low ftate; nor
is there any one of them, London excepted, which can pretend to

. vie in the rapidity of its increafe, with the opulent, and widcly-ex-
tending town of Kingfton-upon-Hull. ~
heilélt::lg;ilhe About this time the inhabitants of this town informed the ng, that
tdos in the the tides in the rivers Humber and Hull, flowed higher by four feet
fxx;?,bmnd than formerly they had been accuftomed to do; in confequence of which
unufual fwell, the common road leading from the town of Anlaby to
ngﬁon-upon-Hull and the lands and paﬂurcs lying between both

thofe
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thofe places and the town of Heflel, were continually overflowed. They 4-D-1357.
added, that the ancient ditch, which- had extended from Anlaby to

Anlaby Carr, fhould be new cleanfed, and enlarged for the fpace of twelve

feet in breadth ; and that a new ditch twenty four feet broad, thould be

made, extending to the pafture of Miton, and through the midft of

that pafture to the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, by which ditches heg::‘g‘;ﬁw
thofe waters at every tide might pafs and repafs ; and finally they inform- P‘,‘f":fb’c‘; the
ed his Majefty that the high-way ought to be raifed conﬁdcrably, Hull,

to prevent its being incommoded with water.

On this information the King, by letters patent, bearing date the tenth -
day of May 1356, affigned Thomas Ughtred, Gilbert Chaftileyn,
William de Skipwith, Thomas de Ingelby, John de Bentcle, and John
de Wilton, to aét as the exigency of the cafe required, and to caufe the
improvements they had fpecified to be aGtually performed. There is
no mention made how long the tides upon this coaft continued to flow
fo much higher than they had formerly done : but it is probable they did
fo for a confiderable time; as there was fcarce a year in the fucceeding
part of this king’s reign, in which a commiffion was not iffued out for
repairing the banks, in fome place or other, which bounded the courfe
of the before mentioned rivers.

In the year 1357, for inftance, being the 31t of Edward III. Robert
de Hilton, John de Faucomberge, and others were appointed to take care
of thofe at Kayinghamflete, which were confiderably injurcd'by. the vio-
lence of the waves. The like commiffions were directed, two years °
after this, to the aforefaid John de Faucoberge, William Tililod, John
de Botheby, and others, for all the banks, &c. upon the coafts of the
Humber in thefe parts of Holdernefs : and to John de Monceux, John °
de Botheby, John Sturmy, and Peter de Grimiby, for the fame banks,"
&c. and thofe in the Wapontake of Dykering. In the 3zth Edward
IIL. to Sir John Monceaux, and Sir Thomas de Meaux, knights; John
de Botheby, clerk, and others, for thofe from Hull Briggs to Ravenfer.

In the 38th to Thomas Tyrell, William de Hoton, and others. In the

39th to William de Skipwith, Richard de Ravenfer, and others, for
N thofe

I TN e
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CHAP. IL. 4} ofe betwixt a place called the Stele of Sudcote and town of Kingfton-
upon- Hull, through the breaches of which the lands and meadows

adjacent were much overflowed.

In the 47th of Edward IIL. the Abbot of Mcaux having been pre-
fented for not cleanfing and repairing the ditches and fewers in thefe
parts, pleaded that divers towns and perfons whom he named ought to
contribute their quota to it; and that he alone was not refponfible for fo
great an expence ;-but the King’s Attorncy replied, that he alone ought
to do it; and a jury was fummoned to fettle the difpute. In the laft
year of this King’s reign, Peter Kildyard commenced a fuit againft the
above Abbot, for not cleanfing a certain ditch called Munkdyke, by rea-
fon of which his paftures and grounds were almoft drowned. T he Ab-
bot anfwered, that he had fufficiently cleanfed the ditch, but that Peter
and his tenants filled it up again with timbcr, hay, ftraw, and dung, fo
that the water was obftru&ed in its paffage : a jury therefore was again

fummoned to decide the caufe.
In the year 1369, being the 43d of Edward ITI. was firft founded

E‘l’,’l{ﬁﬂglty the fraternity called the Guild of Holy Trinity at Kingfton-upon-Hull. *
tuted, e This.

CONSTITUTIONS erdaired by the firft Benefaclors to the GUILD.

* In the Name of GOD Amen. On the fourth day of the month of June, in the year of ous
Lord 1369, was begun a certain Fraternity, called the GUILD of HOLY TRINITY of
Anold M. §. Kincsron.uron-Hurr.

l’;‘;;"&"‘ Trinity  Know all men by thefe prefents, prefent and to come, that we, Robt, M:n fchal Alderman, Wm..
Scott, John de Wormfley and my wife, Hugh de Hughtoft and my wife, Rich. Ward and my wifc,

Tho . de Cheftre and my wife, Simon Sergeant, Wm. Say and my wifc, john de Blacktoft and

my wife, Henry de Hullbank, John de Wolfreton and my wife, Tho. de Holdefton and my wife,

A dam Forbefco and my wife, Thomas de Swanland and my wifc, Emma, formerly the wife of

Thomas Taverner, Robert Taverner and my wife, John de Wrawby Cacheman, and my wife,

Helen Cur, Joan Bakfe, Robert Scope, Robert de Hynton and my wife, John Rudd, Catharine

Racy, Chriftiana Kyng, William Dane and my wife, William de Luffeld and my wife, Hugh

Swerfton and my wife, Margaret, formerly the wife of Martin Cook, Thomas de Sittlery and

my wife, Robert Wing and my wife, with one aflent and confent, have ordained, founded, and

appointcd, the aforefaid Guild to the honour of the Holy Trinity, to be held yearly at Kingfton
upon Hull, on the day of the Holy Trinity, and to the maintaining and perpetually fupporiing of
: - the
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This famous Guild was firft inftituted for the relief of di&reﬂ'cd feamen 4-D.1369

and their widows, belonging to the town : but, having obtained a patent
from

the aforefaid Guild well and faithfully, We the aforefaid, for ourfelves and our fucceflors, of our
own free and good will have given, granted, and by this prefent writing have confirmed, and
cach of us {everally has given and granted to the aforcfaid Guild, a certain revenue of Two Shillings
of Silver, to be paid out of our goods and chatiels, and of our fucceflors, at four times of theyear, that
is to fay, at the Fealt of the Nativity of the Bleffed John the Baptift, Saint Michael, the Nativity
of our Lord, and Ealter, by equal portions to have and to hold the aforefaid yearly revenue of 2s.
to the aforefaid Guild, well and pcaceably according to law and cuftom, without the contradiétion
of Us, or our fucceflors for ever. And if it fhall happen that the faid Revenue of two fhillings
fhall at any of the times in part, or in the whole, be in arrear by any of us, or of our fucceflors
(which God forbid) we will and grant, for us and our fucceffors, and cach of us willeth and
grasteth, that from that Time it may be lawful for the aforefaid Aldermen for the time being,
with the affiftance of the Fraternity, to take and levy double the aforefaid fum without any con-
tradiftion, unlels it be by the fpecial favour of the faid Fraternity.

Morcover it is ordained, ‘That when any of the Fraternity of the aforefaid Guild, fhall become-

furcty for any one of the faid Saciety, for the goods and chattcls of the {aid Guild, until a certain
day, at which day, the principal debtor fails in payment of the faid dcbt, or has not wherewithal
to pay the aforefaid debt, it fhall, without plca or delay, be forthwith levied of fuch furety.
And if the aforefaid Aldermen, in demanding any debt of the aforefaid Guild, fhall find fuch

debtors, or their fureties, rebellious or refraltory without caufe, in word or deed, then by virtue:
of this our writing, double the aforefaid debt, for the contempt donc to us, fhall be taken or:

levied of fuch rebellious or refraltory perfon without abatement, for the fupporting the faid
Guild. And we will and grant, for us and' our fucceffors, that when any of the faid Fraternity
fhall be chofen into the office of Alderman, the fame Alderman, with the affiftance of the afore-
faid Fraternity, fhall choofe two Conitables,and four other fufficient and difcreet men, who fhall

be fworn in the prefence of the whole fraternity, to hold authentic and agreeable, whatloever

fhall be done or ordained, for the benefit of the faid Guild, in ours and our fucceflors names.
And if any perfon defraud the faid Fraternity, or be rebellious towards the aforefaid Alderman,
Conftzbles, and Ele&, in demand of the revenues or profits touching our faid Guild, which may
be well proved, We will that two pound of wax be taken and levied of him, in aid of the
aforefaid Guild, by the aforcfaid Conftables and Eleét.

No Perfon fhall be received into this our Fraternity, without the affent of the Alderman, Con-
ftables, and four Ele& aforefaid. And if any one fhall enter this Fraternity, on his entrance,
upon the Holy Evangelifts of God, and by his faith, fhall he be obliged faithfully to pay his
yearly fum, and to his utmoit power to maintain and fupport the aforefaid Guild.

Moreover, We order and ftri@tly enjoin, that all of us be prefent in the Church of the Holy

Trinity, as well at the Offertory, as to carry the Candle of our Guild (as the cuftom is) not ab-.
kenting or excufing ourfelves, under the penalty of one pound of wax, to be paid to the faid.

Guild;

e
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CHAP. IL from the crown, many perfons of the above defcription from other
L

places have likewife been the objets of its bounty.  This noble inftitu-
tion owes its rife to the generous contribution of many charitable per-

fons, as appears from the preceding note.

Not
Guild the next day, in aid of the fame Guild, by each perfon fo abfent, without a reafonable
caufe. And whencver any of the Brothers or Sifters of the faid Guild fhall die, the funeral
fhall be celebrated in the town of Kingfton upon Hull, and all the Brothers and Sifters fhall be
prefent at the place to dirge, and at mafs, making offerings there for the foul of the deceafed,
every one under the penalty of one pound of wax for the aid aforefaid, unlefs they have a rea-
fonable excule ; and four tapers of the goods of the faid Guild, fhall be burning, and t iny
mafles for the foul of the faid deccaled fhall be celebrated immediately after the burial, or at leaft
within the firft week. And if a child of the faid Brothers and Sifters fhall die, two tapers fhall be
burning, and the Brothers and Sifters offering at mafs.  Alfo if any Brother or Sifter of the faid

‘Guild be retellious whenfoever it fhall happen that the faid Fraternity are met together, which
‘can be proved by the major part of the faid Fraternity, immediatcly one pound of wax fhall be
levied of fuch rebellious perfon for the fupport of the faid Guild.

And if any difcord fhall arifc among the Brothers or Sifters aforefaid, it is our will, that by the
Alderman and Brothers aforefaid, concord be reftored.  But if any fhall be rebellious and behave
contrary to reafon and concord ; two pounds of wax fhall immediately be levied of him, for the
ufe of the faid Guild. And if he be a fecond or third time contumelious, he fhall immediately
be rejefted out of the faid Fraternity, and not reftored unlefs by the favour of the Alderman,
and others of the faid Guild. ’

And if any of the Brothers or Sifters of the faid Guild languifhing'in a perpetual infirmity, fo
that they have not of their own to fupport themfelves with, We ordain that fuch infirm man or
woman fhall take every week of the goods of the faid Guild eight pence; and at the Feaft of
Saint Martin in Winter, one tunic and a little cap ; and in cafe the goods of the faid Guild fhall
not be fufficient for this (which God forbid) then, there fhall be a collcttion amongft the Bro-
thers and Sifters of the faid Guild to fupport fuch infirm man or woman, It is alfo our will and
we ordain, that when it fhall happen, that any one fhall come into this our Guild, at his entrance
and reception, all the articles of this our writing, fhall be rcad openly and diftin&ly before him,
left our conflitutions and ordinances fhould hereafter be contradi€ted or changed by any of the
Brothers or Sifters of the faid Guild. And faithfully to hold, and firmly to fupport all, and fin-
gular thefe things, We the aforcfaid Brothers for us, and the example of our fucceflors have
taken our corporal oaths upon the Holy Evangelifts of God.

In witnefs whcreof we have alternately put our feals to this our prcfcnt writing.

The witnefles to this ordinance were, Robert de Selby, then Mayor of Kingflon upon Hull
William de Cuve, and William de Bubwith, Bailiffs of the f{aid town, Thomas de Santon, Peter
de Grimfby, Henry de Sclby, William de Snayton, John Lambert and others.:

Given at Kingiton upon Hull, the 12th day of the Month of December, in the year of
our Lord above faid,
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Not long after this time the following perfons fubfcribed the above
ordinance, and were admitted into this Fraternity, viz. Willam Wy-
mark and Julian his wife, Robert Bruce and Alice his wife, Richard
Doadale and his wife, Robert. de Wighton and his wife, Thomas de
Hornfe and his wife, Roger Buffell, Alice Bower, John de Swanland
and his wife, John Page and Catherine his wife, Robert Stotyn and his
wife, ‘Thomas de Walton and his wife, ]qhn Campion and his wife,
Joha Lilieand his wife, John Baker and his wife, John Raven and Agnes
his wife, William de Weton Bocker and his wife, John de Clee and
Alice his wife, Peter Barker and Margaret his wife, Robert Gererdfon
and Joan his wife.

Eighty years had but as yet elapfed from the firft foundatxon of the
town, in which fhort fpace of time, it had very rapidly encreafed in
opulence, population, and fize ; and had arrived, even at fo early a period,.
to a confiderable degree of importance. The greateft, and. almoft only:
inconvenience, the inhabitants at this time laboured under, was the want
of freth water; a circumftance, which if not removed would have un-
avoidably obftru@ed its increafe, and probably have proved the caufe of
its future decay. In order to remedy this evil, the Mayor and Burgeffes,
in the year 1376, made a complaint to the King, that the town of Hull,
being fituated upon the coaft of the river Humber, and built upon a falt
foil, was greatly deficient in the important article of frefh water, nor
could they procure any but fuch as was brought in boats out of Lin-
colnfhire, which of courfe could not be obtained without confiderable:
expence. That the neighbouring towns in Yorkfhire, Haffel, Anlaby,

4.D. 1379,
LV

. The Town,
in want of
frefh waters

Cottingham; and others, unmoved by their diftrefs, had uncharitablysvv

combined together, and abfolutely refufed them any fupply of their
frefh water ; fo that the town would in a fhort time be totally ruined,
unlefs his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to point out fome method.
or other, by which their want of water might be effeually relieved.
-0 On:

-# Town’s Records, 1376, Reg. 50,
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On this reprefentation the King was pleafed immediately to iflue out a
commifiion to Michacl dela Pole, Roger de I* rilthrop, Gerard de Uflete,
Gilbert de Salwen, and Peter de Grimfby, Knights; impowering themn
to meet and confult on the moft fpeedy and effeGtual way, to fupply the
town with fo neceffary anarticle. ‘The commiffioners met accordingly,
and determined that a large Canal thould be immediately cut, from An-
laby {pring on the north fide of the King's high-road, forty feet broad,
to convey the frefh water to the town of Hull; and that fevere pu-
nithments fhould be inflicted on thofe, who fhouid be found fo daring
as to obftruc the work, and prevent the town from attaining fo im-
portant an object as frefh water.

The inhabitants of the adjacent towns, however, thinking them-
felves aggrieved by the above decree, in a complaint to his Majefty al-
ledged, that the making of fuch a canal would confiderably injure their
lands—that at Haflel there was an eftablithed Ferry over the river
Humber to Barton, which if the freth water was prevented from com-
ing into the Haven, would foon be warped up, to the great damage
both of the town and even of the King himfelf. They added, that
the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull had no f{ufficient caufe of complaint,
fince the large river Hull, whofe water is remarkably frefh and good,
ran clofe by the town’s fide, from which it might be amply fupplied,
even if its inhabitants were far more numerous. On this reprefentation
another commiffion was iffued out, anda Jury impannelled.*

In the midft of thefe contentions died the valiant and renowned King
Edward III. on the 21t June, 1377, in the 64th year of his age, and
s1ft year of his reign, and was fucceeded by his grandfon, the unfor-
tunate Richard II. fon of Edward,” commonly called the Black
Prince, whofe actions have immortalized his memory.

In

* The names of this Jury were, John Pothow, Thomas de Moyne, John Fugill, of Haffcl,

- Robert de Swanland, John Atwell, Johnle Gard, Robert de Wetfonhoufe, Jobn de Hoton,
John Alanfon. William Fitling, John Robinfon, and John d¢ Skirlaw, who affirmed on their fe-

veral oaths what had been alledged by the sbove towns,
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In the 1t year of Richard’s reign, 1378, the French and Scots tak- 4. D-1378.
ing advantage of the King’s minority, made ufe of what they thought
fo favourdble a juncture, to retaliate on the Englith for the injuries
they had fuffered during the preceding reign. The former entered Eng-
land with a powerful army; and the latter, with a ftrong naval force,
appeared on our fea coafts, and landing in different places, greatly alarmed
the people and defolated the adjacent country. During the long and
viCtorious reign of Richard’s predeceflor, the fortifications of this town
had been greatly negleted ; and by confequence, they were at this time
fcarce in a fituation to refift an enemy.. The fuccefs, indeed, that had
- attended the enterprizing Edward, found his enemies employment
enough to defend their own kingdoms, without permitting them to in-
vade his. This feems to have betrayed the inhabitants of the town of
Kingfton-upon-Hull, into too great fecurity ; for now, when the ene-
my was upon their coaft, the walls of the town were greatly out of re-
pair, and the ditches nearly grown up. In fuch circumftances, we
may naturally fuppofe, that their confternation muft have been very
great, .efpecially as the King informed them that he had certain advice
the enemy had a defign upon the place. He 'therefore commanded them
immediately to repair the walls and open the ditches, and to put the
town into a pofture of defence.* For that purpofe he granted to Rich-
ard de Feribie, then Mayor, the two Bailiffs, and their fucceflors,
power to deftrain upon any perfon, who had houfes, goods, or chattels,
in the town, whether a refident himfelf or not, if he refufed to pay the
taxes and contributions laid on him towards the repairs whxch were
deemed fo neceffary. '

The danger the town had been expofed to, however, in the beginning
of this year determined the Magiftrates to prevent a fimilar danger in
future. Accordingly, in the latter part of this, or the beginning of the
fucceeding one, Robert de Crofs, Mayor, Walter Froft, Robert de Sc]by,

Thomas

¢ Town’s Record’s.
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CHAP.I1. Thomas de Waltham, Walter de Dymblcton, and Thomas de Malton,
purchafed of Thomas de Sutton, Knight, a certain quantity of land
on the eaft fide of the river Hull, on the banks of Drypoo!, rorth of the
Quay : alfo another parcel of land ten ellsin breadth, and one hundred ia
length, on the Quay; the whole amounting to zbout one hundred ells
facing the eaft, and as many towards the north. On this ground a
ftrong Caftle was built, for the greater fafety and defence of the town
and haven.

In the year 1392, bcing the fifth year of Richard II. to whom the
town of Hull has been indebted for many favours, obtained principally,
no doubt, at the folicitation of Michael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk,
the King reviewed all the old Charters of this Corporation, and at the
fame time was gracioufly pleafed to renew and enlarge them, grant-

. ing to the Corporation many new privileges.*  Soon after this, Richard
voluntarily granted to the Burgefles of Hull, and their fucceflors for ever
the

* The King upon the renewal of the Charters, did further grant and give unto the Burge(les
of Kingfton-upon-Hull, all the profits belonging to him and his fuccefTors for cver, Hluing out of
the fairs, markets, libertics, tolls, cuftoms, ducs, dutics, freedoms, and all cther things, to the
faid Borough, howfoever and wherefoever belonging, paying only into the Exchequer the ycarly
rent of feventy pound, one half atthe Fealt of Eafter. IHe alfo granted them a Mayor and four
Bailiffs, to be chofen by the chief mzn of the faid Borough; and that noic of the Burgefles,
their Heirs, or Succeffors, fhould implead or be impleaded any wicre of any tenures, fervices,
trefpafles, tranfgreflions or contrafls, but within the faid borough, if they were made, co i:mitted,
or done there, and that it fhould be lawful for them, to take cognizaice and make judgment of
infangentheof and outfangentheof, and that they, and their fucceflors for ever, may hold pl-as
and affizes of any tenement within their territories, and make execution thereof, and muy hold
pleas of chattles and debts, amounting to the fum of forty thillings, or exceeding the fame, with<
out the King’s writ, or the writ of his Heirs. .

And whereas there are many void places in the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, the King grants
the fame for ever, to the Burgcﬂcs and their Succeffors to make their own profit on. The King
grants them alfo the return of all writs, and of all fummons of the Exchequer of all things which
within the faid Borough, may arife or any ways happen, o that ncne of the King’s Sheriffs or
Bailiffs fhall have any power or authority therein, unlefs in defeét of the Mayor and Bailiffs of
the fame town, The King alfo grants to them, for ever, that none of the Burgefles of the faid
town, fhall be put into affizc to be fworn in any re:ognizances or inquifitions, upon account of

their
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the river or haven of the town, till then called Sayer Cryke, to be an-
nexed to the town and liberties thereof, from Sculcotes-gate to the
middle of the ftream of Humber; that they might build houfes, quays,
and ftaiths thereon, for the increafe of the town and for their own per-
fonal advantage. He farther empowered them to have and exercife
within themfelves, the cognition of all -pleas, fuits, and complaints
whatfoever; that they for ever have and keep the Aflize Novel Diffeizin,
Mort de Anuflor, and all other pleas; that they ever keep the Affize of
bread, wine, and ale, and of all vituals whatfoever ; the cuftody and
Affize of meafures belonging to the town and port, and have power to
take, keep, punifh, corre&, and amend, as to them feemed proper and
neceflary. The above grant is witnefled by John, King of Caftile and
Leon, Scroop Lord Chancellor, the two Archhxlhops, and the Bifhops
of London and of Durham. ,

There happened about this time a very ridiculous conteft between

A D.1378.

Contenti-

Alexander Nevill, Archbifhop of York, and the Mayor of Hull, Sir on between

the Mayor

Thomas de Waltham. The occafion of this extraordinary quarrel was of Hull and

as follows: from the firft founding of the town, the Lord Sayer of'
Sutton had a great intereft in the haven (which from him had the name
of Sayer’s Cryke, as has already been obferved) and feveral cuftoms and
privileges therein, as the firft tafting and buying of wines, and all other
things that came into the haven to be fold, before the magiftrates had.
fuch a permiffion. This privilége the Lord Sayer bequeathed at his death,
P to

their foreign fec lands, orof any intrinfic tranfgreflions, contrafts, covenants, or other affairs,
unlefs that the fame touch the King, his heirs, or fucceffors, or the common good of the faid
town. That the faid Burgefles, their heirs and fucceffors, upon any intrinfic appeals, rights,
injuries, fclonies, accufations, pieas, or demands impofed upon them by foreigners, fhall not be
tricd but only by the Burcffes of the faid town, unlefs the matter concerns the King, his heirs
and fucceflirs, or the Commonalty of the faid town. The King alfo grants and confirms to the
faid Burgefles, that no merchant, wheth:r ftranger, or home born fubje&, or any other, or their
800ds, wares, or chattels, within the faid borough or port, that they fhall not be arrefted for any
debts, whereof the principal debtors, pledges or mancapators do not appear. That the faid Bur-
gefles and their heirs, be acquitted of all anchorage, laftage, firondage, and fedage of their own
proper wares all the nation over.

he Archb:
of York.P.
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CHAP. 1L o the Archbifhop of the Province and his fucceffors, which privilegs

they erjoyed without intcrruption for niany ycars.

In procefs of time, however, the Mayors of Kingfton upon Hcell
fcem to have difputed that any {uch privilege bclonged to the Arciibithop,
and laid claim to it themfelves as pertaining to their office. This was
the caufe of much contention, and gave rife to fomne troublefome law

Tuits. The above Archbithop being once at Hull, and perfonally con-

tending the matter with the Mayor; the latter, who appears to have
been of rather an irritable temper, and impatient of contradiction, was

- {o provoked at the contefted claim, that, forgetting the refpe&t due to

Dangerous
ftate of the
Kingdom,

the Archbifhop’s characer, he forcibly wrefled the crofier out of the
Prelate’s hands. Each party having their attendants a fcuffle enfued, in
which the enraged Knight, (perhaps to give weight to his argument)
wounded feveral of the Bifhop’s party with the crofier.

. Complaint of this outrage beihg made to the King, the Mayor, John
Arnold and Thomas Green, Bailiffs, Lawrence de Frothingham, Rich-
ard de Hofnfey, and feveral others, were fummoned to Weftminfter, to
appear at Trinity Term, to anfwer for their mifdemeanor and riot. It
does not appear however, how this affair ended, there being no records
to throw light on the fubje.

The kingdom was at this time threatened with great danger from fo-
reign enemies ; and ftill more {o from its own inteftine lelﬁOﬂS The
King was at variance with his nobles; the French ready to invade them
with a very powerful army ; and the Scots, their allies, were advancing
into England and had already taken poffeflion of Berwick.

At this junure, the town of Hull, grateful for the many privileges
the King had fo freely granted, exerted themfclves to the utmoft in his
favour : they raifed many foldiers, and fitted out two large thips, well
equipped and manned, for his fervice. Their fidelity and loyalty at fuch
a critical juncture were very agreeable to his Majefty ; for after thefe
threatning ftorms were blown over, and he had leifure to think on his
friends, in the year 1385, he promifed the inhabitants of the town of

Hull,
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" Haull, that in confideration of their loyalty to him in his troubles and 4.D-1385.

more efpecially in his laft war with Scotland, neither he nor his fucceffors,
would ever mortmain any lands to their detriment; and that they fhould
have a large Common Seal, confifting of two parts, the upper part of
which to remain in the cuftody of the Mayor, and the other part to be

depofited in the hands of a Clerk appointed by the King or his fuccefiors.

This year too Richard de Ravenfcr, Archdcacon of Lincoln, ere&ted an
Hofpital for twelve poor men and as many women, on the North fide of
the church yard of Holy Trinity. This Hofpital he endowed with
the fum of nine ‘pounds two fhillings and fix-pence, which amounted to
a half-penny a-day to each of the inhabitants, which to us appears a fmall
pittance, but in thofe times it was much more confiderable. Abut the fame
time, this pious Archdeacon founded and endowed a2 Chantry, in the chapel
of St. Anne, adjoining the church; where prayers were to be ‘offered up
to Heaven, for the fouls of King Edward II1. Queen Philippa, Ifabel, her
mother, and King Richard ; as alfo for his own foul and thofe of others,
and for the fouls of all the faithful departed.

This year the Inhabitants of Hull, preferred a complaint to the King,
that the banks between their town and the towns of Haflel and An-
laby, were greatly out of repair, and the adjacent lands in danger of be-
ing overflowed ; on which reprefentation William de Skipwith, William
de Burgh, John de Lochton, Walter de Froft, and William de Holme,
were conftituted Commiffioners to view the premifes, and fee them fuf-
ficiently repaired. * And in 1387, in the 10th of R. II. the faid Wil:
liam de Holme, John de St. Quintin, Knight, John Lockton, Robert
Sturemy, Hugh de Ardorne, and William Hundfgate, had a finiilar
commiffion for thofe upon the river Hull and parts adjacent, from; the
towns of Killingwyk, Scoreburgh, Watton, Befewyk, Lokyngton, and
Rotfee, to the towns of Ake, Erughome, and the Manor of Berghe,
with directions to procecd therein according to the law and cuftom of
the realm, =

. Two
* Dugdale’s Hiftory of embanking and Draining.

Banks re-
paired.
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Two years after this, in the Mayoralty of John de Colthrop, it was

S pme) . . .
WeighHoufe agreed by the general confent of the inhabitants, to erect a large weigh-

built,

Difgutcs re-
fpecting the
water.

houfe upon fome convenient place of the haven, for the purpofe of weigh-
ing wool and various other articles.4 Accordingly they appointed
John de Dymblton, Simon de Grimfby, and Peter Stuler, Aldermen,
Overfeers of the work, who ordered piles of unufual bulk to be driven
deep into the earth, and covered with plank, upon which the ftructure
was raifed.

The difputes between the town of Hull and the neighbouring villages,
with regard to their frefh water, had as yet been attended with no very

~ ferious confequences, each party being content to purfue legal means for

redrefs: but now a different fcene enfued. For in the f{pring of the
year 1392, a great many diforderly perfons, beclonging to Cottingham,
Woolferton, Anlaby, and other neighbouring towns, to the number of
about one thoufand, aflembled in a tumultuous and riotous manner.
The caufe of their rifing, they alledged, was to obtain fatisfaction from
the inhabitants of Hull, for cutting the ground, and depriving them of
their freth water. They formed themf{clves into companies, chofe lead-
ers, armed themfclves with fuch weapons as fell in their way, and fent
out parties to ranfack houfes or compel their owners to join them. Hav-
ing proceeded thus far, they bound themfelves by dreadful oaths to ftand
by one another, and to defend themfelves to the laft drop of blood,
againft all thofe who fhould oppofe them. This banditti foon appeared
before Hull and laid fiege to the town, threatening to raze it to the
ground, and to wreak their vengeance on the inhabitants.

The canals which had been made to convey the water, and which
had been attended with great expence, they cut in different parts to di-
vert the ftream and deprive the town of water, and then filled them up
with earth; they likewife ftop’d provifions from being conveyed from

' the

+ It is probable that there was here a great Mart for Wool, at this time ; for Hull and Bofton
in Lincolnfhire had been made ftaple towns a few years before by a&t of Parliament. Stow, p. 268.
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the country into the town. To prevent their ardour from fubfiding, 4 D 1378

and to encourage others to join them, they compofed verfes in which

they magnified the glorious caufe they were engaged in, and difperfed
thofe feditious Songs * through the country. L ,

Thefe infatuated people, however, finding they were not able either
to intimidate the inhabitants of the town of Huil by their threats, or to

increafe their numbers by their poetry, loft all hopes of prevailing a-

Q_ gainft

¢ The following Verfes, then called Rhime, and openly fung at Beverley and other places,
give the reader a fpecimen of their poetical abilities, -

will

In the contree hard was we

Yat in our foken fhrews fhud be

‘With alle for to bake

Among you Friers that go fo -

And other orders many mo °

Whether you fleep or wak ~ .
And yet will ilk one help up other *

And mantane him as his Brother
" Both in wrong and right

And alfo will then ftand and ftower

Maintayn our neighbor

With all our might

Ik man may come and go

Amang us to and fro

Say you .

But heathning will we fuffer none

Nether of Hebb nor of John

‘With what may merry be

For unkind we ware

If we fuffered lefs or mare

Any vyllan heathening

But that were quit duble again *

And accourd and be full fane

To byde drefling .

And on that purpofe that we ftand

Who fal do us any wrang

In what place it fall

Yat he had alfe weel

Alfe have I hap and heel

Do agayne us alle,
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CHAP.IL oainft the town. They thercfore withdrew in great diforder and ena
camped at Cottingham. It is not known how long they continued to-
gether, nor what other acts of hoftility they committed; neither is there
any account whether they feperated of themfelves, or were difperfed by
the Sheriff of the county. The chief of them, however, were appre-
hended, and tried at York the Affizes following, where many of them
received fentence of death and were executed ; others, to the number of
about twenty cight, on their acknowledging their error and promifing to
bchave in a peaceable manner in future, were pardoned.

In the year 1393, a quarrel arofe between Henry of Lancafter, Duke
of Hereford, afterwards King Henry IV. and Thomas Mowbray Duke
of Norfolk, who had accufed each other of treafon; and, according to
the cuftom of thofe days, they agreed to decide their quarrel by fingle
combat before the King. Richard by the advice of his nobles, fufpended
the duel, and fent the two noble Dukes into exile, the firft for fix
years and the other for life. The Duke of Richmond fenfible that
Richard by his arbitrary procedure had rendered himfelf odious to his fub-
jes in general, and efpecially to the nobility, held a correfpondence
with many of the difcontented noblemen, and chief gentlemen of the
nation, in order to difpoffefs Richard of the crown and to fet it upon his
own head. As foon as he was informed that his friends in England
were in a fituation to affift him, in 1399, he failed from France with

" only three fhips, attended by about fixty gentlemen and their fervants.
On the firft of July, helanded at Ravenfpurn in Holdernefs, and was foon
joined by the Lords Willoughby, Rofs, Darcy, and Beaumont, with a

; great number of the gentry and commonalty. ‘This part of the coun-
try, indeed, feemed in general well affected to the Duke; but the town
of Kingfton upon Hull continued firm in its loyalty to the King. For
as foon as the worthy Mayor, Mr. John Tutbury, heard of their ap-
proach, he ordered the bridges to be drawn up, the gates to be fhut, and
‘the Burgeffes to ftand to their arms.

Soon
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Soon after thefe preparations had been made, the Duke and his fol- 4- D. 1393
lowers appeared before the town, and demanded immediate entrance: —
the Mayor however refufed his requeft, and told the Duke, that he had
fworn when he entered on his office to be true to his fovereign, Richard
the Second, and faithfully to keep the town for his ufe, as he had al-

ways been a royal benefactor to it: that, he was fully refolved to do his
duty, and never to prove falfe to his oath, ‘nor a traitor to his king: and
that nothing but his fovereign’s exprefs command thould ever mducc
him to deliver up a place of fo great importance.
On this loyal and refolute an{wer, the Duke and his affociates left the
town, and immediately marched to Doncafter; where they were joined
by the Earl of Weftmoreland, the Earl of Northumberland, his fon
Sir Henry Percy, and a great number of people from all parts of the
country. ‘The King himfelf during thefe commotions was in Ireland,
which proved highly prejudicial to his affairs; for foon after his land-
ing his army deferted lhim, and he himfelf was betrayed, apprehended,
and fent to the tower, and Henry proclaimed King.
It is not a little furprifing that fo very ufeful an art as that of Brick ,, . of
making, which was praciced in this kingdom fo long by the Romans, brick-mak-
ing revived -
and who left fuch confiderable fpecimens of brick work remaining, at Hull,
fhould, notwithftanding, have been wholly loft for the courfe of many
centuries, and not revived before the prefent reign. The firft ftru&ures
of this kind, which our ableft antiquarians * are ablc to trace with any
degree
® Thatgreat antiquary Dr. Charles Littleton, late Bifhop of Carlifle, and Prefident of the focicty
of Antiquaries, in the. beginning of the year 1757, wrote a differtation on the antiquity of
Brick buildings in England, pofterior to the time of the Romans, which was recad before that
focicty on the 20th of January in the fame year: from "which the reader it is hoped, will not be
difplealed to fee the following extratt.
“ The e.tlieft period for the revival of thisart in Britain, was in King Richard 11, reign.
We learn from Leland, 1t vol. Itin. p. 49, that in that King’s days, the town of Kingfton.upon-
Hull waxed very rich, and Michael de la Pole, merchant there, was made Count of Suffolk ; in
whofe tyme the towne was wonderfully augmented in building, and was enclofyed with ditches,

and the waj) bagun, and yn continuance endyd and madc all of brike, as moft part of the houfes
of
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CHAP.IL degree of certainty, were found in this town ; fo that it has the honour

to be confidered as the reftorer of an art, that adds fo very confiderably
both to the conveniency and comfort of man.
Richard

of the towne at that tyme was, In the wall (adds Leland) be four principal gates of brike ; the
north gate having four wards, betwixt the which and Beveile-gate be twelve tours of brike, and
yn one of them a pofterne. Betwixt Miton-gate and Hazelle-gate there be 3 tours of brike, and
from them to the haven mouth be five tours of brike. Michacl de la Pole builded a goodly
houfe of brike again the north end of Saint Mary’s church like a palace, with goodly orchard and
gardein enclofyed with brike, He alfo builded three houfcs befides in the towne, whereof every
one has a tour of brike. The Trinity church, moft made of brike, is larger and fairer a great
deal than Saint Mary's.”

¢ This Author (the Bifhop obferves) here afferts, that Hull was firft inclofed with ditches,
and the wall begun by De la Pole in King Richard the Second’s time, and that the latter was

_built wholly of brick. Now, in Gent's Hiftory of Hull (adds he) we arc informed ¢ that the
15th Edward the Second (An. 1321) the King hearing, of the town’s wonderful improvement,
granted a charter whereby the inhabitants were empowered to huild their houfes for the future of
lime and ftone, and to make a wall as defigned by his predeceflor, with a mote for its greater fe-
curity, and that the next year the inhabitants peiitioncd the King, that a toll of one penny per
pound might be laid on all goods imported and exported, to enable them to build a ftiong ftone
wall whereon towers might be ereéted.”

No doubt, fays the Bifhop, a ftone wall was then built, and a mote made in confequence of
this grant ; for the fame author (Gent) at p. g1, fays, ¢ that Ann. 1378 (1ft Richard II.) the
Scots and French being encmies to England, the King fent to Hull, to ave the town put into a
pofture of defence, the long happy reign of his predccz{lor having rendered th iz w .lls and dJitches
ufelefs ; but now, the cafe being altered, the King commanded them to be .epaired at the expence
of the town,” And again (at p. 72) *¢ That in the year 1383, Sir Michael de la Pole ereéted here
a flately palace, the magnificent Gate-Houfe made of brick being fupported by great timbers, hav-
ing two chambcr; covered with tyle. Through the firlt paflage, and an entry twenty feet broad
and one hundred long, was a fpacious‘tour built of brick and ftone, three ftories high, covered
with lead, in which were chambers eighteen feet fquare, &c.. The chapel was twenty eight feet

long, and fifteen broad, built of fine brick and ftone covered with lead, &c.”

" iInamarginal note Gent adds, ¢ That Anno 1 538, a furvey was taken of this magnificent
building, from which 1 fuppofe this defcription was copied, tho’ the author cites no authority,
when it was ftiled the King’s houfe ; and Anno 1540, the King vifiting the town, beautified, re-
paired and enlarged it.”—In the month of September laft, 1756, fays the Bi fhop, «“ I made a
Jjourney to Hull, and carefully viewing the walls, found part of the towers between Beverley and
North Gates ftill ftanding, and entirely compofed of Brick; but another part of the wall (viz.)
that which firetches from the North Blockhoufe towards Drypool church, for a confiderable

length
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Richard haviﬁg been betrayed, and fent to the tower, as before men-
tioned, was foon after depofed by the two Houfes of Parliament; im-
mediately on which, being fent down to Pontefract caftle, all fubfift-

&

CHAP. 11,
A g

ence was denied him, and of courfe he was ftarved to death in his -

prifon. :
R o CHAP.

length, is builc with ftone, having been faced only with brick, the faid coat or facing‘being now
fallen and lying under the wall. This might lead one to fulpe&, that the whole wall which fur-
rounds the town had been faced in the fame manner, and confequently might have been the work
of alater age than King Richard the Second’s time. I fhould indeed, fays the learned antiquarian,
have embraced this opinion, had the town been firft ftrengthened with a wall by De la Pole, as
Leland afferts ; but as Mr. Gent mentions a royal charter from King Edward II. to empower
the inhabitants to build a wall of {tone, asdefigned by his predcceffor, and a toll granted in con-
fequence thereof ; and we find King Richard II. fending orders to the town, to repair their walls
on an apprchenfion of the French and Scots invading England ; I fee no room to doubt of De
Ll Pole’s repairing with brick the old {tone wall, ar.d building the towers with the fame materials.

With regard to :I'rinity Church, continues the Bifhop, which Leland fays had agreat deal of )

brick work upon the. walls, there doth not appear a fingle brick in or about the whole fabrick,
except a few on the South front placed there of very late years; and );et the church wall feems
to have undergone no altcration, eiiher by way of addition or repair, fince King Henry the Eight’s
time, when Leland wrote : Nor is the old gate way leading to dela Pole’s Palace built of brick,
but wholly of ftone, and, by the ftyle of the arch windows, &c. it appears much more ancient
than King Henry the Eight’s time ; confequently there is no room to fufpeét that this gate-way
was rebuilt by that Prince, when he erefted the prefent Blrckhoufes, and alfo ordered Pole’s
houfe to be repaired and beautified, asis above mentioned ; but it is poffible, there might have
been another gate way of brick, now demolifhed, No other part of De la Pole’s manfion is
now ftanding, the whole fite being covered with the townfmen’s noufes : but as Leland pofitive-
Iy afferts, it was built with brick, and the orchards and gardens inclofed with a brick wall; and
in the circumftantial defcription of this houfe, which Mr. Gent gives us, Leland’s affertion is
confirmed: I think we may venture to pronounce that brick was ufed at Kingfton-upon-Hull,

as early as the reign of King Richard the Second.”

N. B. The brick wails of De la Pole’s orchard and gardcn are yet (1789) ftanding, and quite as
pesfett in many places as at the fuft building,
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C H A P IL

The Charter renewed by Henry IV.—Divers Ships rifled at
Sea.—Contefls about frefh Water rencwed.—A remarkable
Award againft fome Trefpaffers—A Suit in the King’s
Bench.—The Inhabitants of the meighbouring Villages da-
mage the Canals, and corrupt the frefh Water.—The Inha-
bitants of Hull folicit the Bifhop of Rome to make ufe of the
Cenfures of the Church.—The good Effells produced by thefe
Cenfures.

HE precarious title by which Henry IV. the fucceflor of Richard,

mounted the throne, proved a terrible fcourge to the Englifh nation;
as it gave rife to the deftructive quarrel between the two Houfes of York
and Lancafter, in which fuch torrents of blood were fhed. The town
of Kingfton upon Hull, however, as is mentioned above, continued loyal
and firm to Richard during his whole reign: but when that Prince was
removed out of the world, and Henry in poffeflion of the throne, they
as firmly adhered to his intereft. This Prince was fo far from refent-
ing their behaviour, in refufing him admiffion into the town, that, in
order to conciliate their affection, on the 4th of November this year he
renewed and confirmed their charter.,

This year too, great difputes arofe between the merchants of Wifmar,
Roftock, &c. and the Englith merchants trading thither ; the quarrel ran
fo high, that the former proceeded to open alts of hoftility : they feized-
many of the Englith fhips on the coaft of Norway, and broke open and
plundered their thops and warehoufes. 'The merchants of Hull who
fuffered by this outrage, were Mr. John Tatbury, the Mayor, whofe
thip they rifled at fea, and took out of her five picces of wax, four hun-

dred pieces of warp, half a laft of ofmunds, and other goods to the
value
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value of 476 nobles. From William Terry, another merchant of Hull, CHAP. IIL
they took 30 pieces of woollen broad cloth, and one thoufand pieces of —
narrow, to the amount of two hundred pounds or upwards. From Mr.
John Wifcome, oil, wax, warp, and other commoditics to the value of
three hundred pounds: From Mr. Wiltpond, two wax cakes, valued at
thirteen pounds; and from Mr. Richard Horne,: goods and merchandize
to the value of one hundred and fixty nobles.

Complaint being made to the King of thefe depredations, he fent over
Sir William Starmy, to demand reparation, by whofe means a full refti-
tution was quickly obtained. The year following, being the 2d year of -
this King’s reign, the inhabitants of Hull reprefented to him the vaft
expences they were at, in defending the town from the inundations of the
river Humber, which was daily incroaching and damaging the banks,
and that the fcarcity of frefh water was fo great, that they were obliged
to fetch it in boats outof Lincolnfhire, which was attended with great
labour and expence. The fcarcity of this neceflary article, they faid,
threatened the town with the moft alarming confequences, as the inha-
bitants were daily leaving it; and, if fome remedy was not quickly found
out, they were apprehenfive it would in time be entirely depopulated.
The King, upon this_, by virtue of a writ of ad quod dampnum, em-
powered John Scroop, Henry Percy, and others, to take an inquifition,
and endeavour to find out fome effeCtual means of fupplying the town
with freth water.®* The Jurors after three meectings, the firft held at
Sculcoates, the fecond at Hedon, and the third at Hull, prefented, that
it would be no damage to the King, or any other perfon, if a new ditch,
by the name of a fewer, was made in the meadows and paftures of An-
laby, twelve feet in breadth, and five feet in depth, meafured according
to the King’s ell; and in length from a certain well, called Julian’s
Well, fituate in the faid meadows and paftures of ‘Anlaby, to the Would
Carr of Swanland; and fo defcending from the faid Would Carr,
according to the length, bleadth and depth aforefald unto Miton

Carr Dyke,

* Dugdale’s Draizing and Banking,
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#.D. 1402 Carr Dyke, and thence, by Miton Carr Dyke, on the North fide the

pafture of Miton Carr, to a certain iditch then newly made, near to the
high road which leadeth from the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull to
Beverley, defcending to the ditch called the Town Dyke, under the
walls of Kingfton-upon-Hull, and thence by a fufficient channel to the
gate of the town : and that a fubftantial ftop fhould be there made to
keep back the falt water, at the end of a ditch, lying between the
pafture of Swanland, called the Would Carr, and the pafture, called
Miton Carr. Other ftops were afterwards to be made, wherever the
Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the town fhould think neceflary,
for the prefervation of the freth water, and keeping back any falt water
from thence, for ever. - :
All fuch ftops, fo made and to be made, were to be made and re-

. paired by the faid Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonality, at their own pro-

per charges, without any cavil, moleftation, or impediment, for ever. By
which Sewer, fo to be made anew, and thenceforth to be called Julian’s
Dyke, all the current of freth water, both from the faid fpring called
Julian’s Well, as of all other currents of wellsin Daringham Ings in An-
laby, together with the current of a certain ditch between Daringham
Ings aforefaid, and the North Carr of Anlaby ; as alfo the currents of two
fprings in Anlaby and Haltemprife; one in the ditch fometime of Peter
de Anlaby, in Anlaby, defcending thence into the faid ditch, called
Julian’s Dyke ; and of another {pring in the field of Haltemprife, in the
North-weft Ings, defcending thence by divers channels to the faid ditch,
to have their courfe in the ditch called Julian’s Dyke as abovefaid, with-
out any divc.rﬁon or impediments of the faid currents to be made for
ever, contrary to the form and tenor of the premifes, for the fupport,

.maintenance, and relief, of the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull. The

above inquifition was taken before the King’s Juftices, John Scroop,
Hugh Arden, and John Rednefs, upon the oaths of John de Anlaby and
feveral others affigned for that purpofe.

All
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All parties at this time feem to have been fatisfied, and it was ex- CHAP. I1I,
pected that the work would have been fuffered to proceed without any
ion ° i i1 ino Difputes a-
further moleftation : but the year following, Mr. Wlllmtm Terry being 1Puies s~
Mayor, when the Canals were begun to be cut, feveral difcontented peo- ter renewed.
ple, amongft whom we find the names of William Aiflabie, Nicholas
Wright, John Cope, Robinfon,. Swine, Wood, Shap of Baynard-Cattle,
and many others, aflembled in a riotous manner, abufed and drove the
workmen from the works, and declared that they would fooner lay down
their lives than {uffer their freth water to be drawn from them. One
would think the fatal confequences that attended the late infurre&ion,
ten years before this, would have been fufficient to deter thofe people
from the like outrages. This however was not the cafe ; for, not con-
tent with abufing the workmen and forcing them to defift, they pro-
ceeded to fill up the canals already made, and committed feveral other
illegal actions. But as their number was not very confiderable, they
were foon after fuppreffed, and many of them taken prifoners. Thofe
delinquents, after being detained for fome time in prifon at Hull, were
obliged to promife fatisfaction, toimplore for mercy,* with their heads un-
-~ § covered
* Each of them was to do and fay as follows :—I fubmite me mecklye to the gracc of forfaid
Mair, Baillis, and commonalty, prained yaim of yair merci and foregifncs, alfe I yat nought hafe
of Goddis ne power of bodi to mrk fatisfa&tion of mi trefpaus and put me haly in your grace.
Farther it was agreced, alfo, that they and cvery on: of them fhould ga bare hede and bare fote,
naked of bodi in fcrk and breke before proceffyon the Friday in the Feft of Nativiti of our Ladi,.
ilk one wyth a ferge in his ha1d of thre pond wax birnand in his hande, about the kirk of the
Trinity, and fwo fal he hold'ye ferge birnand in the chancel fra beginning of the Mafs unto time
of offering, and then fal the offer yair ferge up, which fal duel yairc to bryne in Halidays,
whilk wel lalt in remembrance in part of fatisfau&tion of yair forcfaid trefpau s.
Alfo ilz an of yaim fal com in proper perfons and yair ycld up all manner of warens defenfible
whiik yai had yat time ya did ye tre(paufs mekcly praiand and kneeland for grace, merci, and for-
givenels of yair mifdedes, and yai fal fynd fufficicnt furety of yair Gode bercing again Mair,
Baillis, and Commonalty, fo at what any cf yaim be fureter trefpaufsd in time coming again he fal
pay to the kecpers of work of the aforcfaid kirk of Trinity, yat fal be for ye time 100 s. and to
thc Chamberlains of the forcfaid, yat fal be for the time to fuftentation, and reparation of the walls
of the fuid town £10. and yat yc fal do nothingé agayne yis prefent award of pain to the Mair,
Baillis, and CommOnalty for ilk an of yaim forty pound.—De la Pryme’s M. S.
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4. D. 1402, covered and feet bare, with wax tapers in their hands, to be offered up in

the chancel of the church of the Holy Trinity, and this they were to do
once every year. They were moreover to give fufficient fecurity for their
future good behaviour, yield up all their offenfive weapons: and, upon
any future trefpafs, each of them was to pay to the Keeper or Vicar of
the faid church one hundred thillings : to the Chamberlins ten pounds,
for the upholding and repairing the walls of the town: and that they
thould do nothing againft this prefent Award, on pain of paying to the
Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonality, forty pounds for each offence. Which
fevere penance and conditions, they were forced to fubmit to; and ac-
cordingly (as appears from the Records of the town) they underwent
and performed the fame.

In the gth year of this King’s reign, died Robert del Crofs, Alderman,
who had ferved the honourable office of Mayor, in the year 1383. This
Gentleman is faid, in feveral manufcripts, to have been a confiderable
benefator to the town of Hull ; and at his death he bequeathed eight
mefluages in the High-ftreet, with other mefluages and lands elfewhere,
to the Vicar, his two Chaplains, and the twelve priefts of the Choir of
Holy Trinity, to fing and fay daily mafs for the benefit of his foul.
For the fame pious purpofe, he had in his lifetime, founded and liberally
endowed a Chantry in the conventical church of Meaux’s Abbey. '

Upon a fuitin the King’s Bench, in Hillary Term, 13th Henry IV. the
Jurors prefented, upon oath, that there was a certain water courfe, which
came from the {pring head in the ficlds of Anlaby, by Warlingham
Dyke, unto the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, fo ftopped at the gate
of that town, towards Anlaby, that it overflowed the meadows and
paftures of Gerard de Ufflet, and of the towns of Anlaby, Swanland,
Haffel, and Ferriby, to the common damages of all thofe villages:
which watercourfe ought to be fcoured and kept open by the town of
Hull, but was not. In this fuit however, there was, at this time no
judgement given, as the townfmen of Kingfton-upon-Hull, pleaded

: again

el = e _ I
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again in Michaelmas Term, 1ft. Henry V. by reafon of the former CHAP. IIL
King’s death : but it does not appear how this affair finally terminated. —

In the beginning of the year 1413, Henry was feized with a diftemper,
which in three months, brought him to the grave. When death ap-
proached, he could not forbear fhewing fome doubts concerning his right
to the crown, which he had acquired by ways not univerfally approved,
and preferved by fhedding a torrent of noble blood. He left this world
the 20th of Mareh, 1413, in the forty-fixth year of his age, aftera
reign of thirteen years.®* His body was conveyed to Canterbury, and
there folemnly interred, on the North fide of the chapel of St. Thomas
Becket, oppofite to the monument of Edward, the Black Prmcc, and
was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, the renowned Henry V.

In the firft year of this King’s reign, and for fome years preceding,
the inhabitants of Haffel, Anlaby, and Cottingham, (notwithftanding
the feverities inflicted upon former offenders) did yet frequently.in the
night time, corrupt the freth water, and damage the ‘works that had
lately been made to convey it to Hull.4 Such was their inveterate ma-
Tice, that fcarce a night pafled without throwing in carrion, or 'lctting
falt water into the canals ; and tho’ great rewards were promifed to any,
‘who fthould difcover the offenders, yet none could be prevailed upon to
give information. The Magiftrates of the town of Hull, exceedingly
incenfed 2t the obftinacy of thefe malicious and daring offenders, who
could not be reftrained through fear of temporal punithment, determined
in the end to apply to the Sovereign Pontiff of Rome. Accordingly
they fent thither, and earneftly béfought Pope John the twenty firft, to
make ufe of the churches cenfures againft them; but the Pope recom-
mended the confideration of the cafe to Father Francis, Cardinal of the
Holy Crofs at Jerufalem, Father Anthony, of Saint Sufanna, and John of
Saint Peter ad Vineula. Thefe Fathers, however, took a method very
different to what the inhabitants of Hull expected, and which, PefhaPS’ }

had a better effet than all the thunders of the Vatican.
Inftead

= Walling. 4+ Town’s Record’s,
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Inftead of denouncing Curfes, they fent an exhortatory writing, dated
at Rome, the 2oth of July, figned and fealed by the Pope; in which
was fet forth ¢ The ftrict account to be made at the awful day of judg-
ment ; thatevery one ought ferioufly to confider that he muft one day
ftand before the dread Tribunal of Chrift, to receive according to his
works, whether they be good or evil; that the fecrets of every heart,
will be then difclofed, and every ones works known ; and, confequently,
what miferable finners thofe malicious and malevolent perfons muft ap-
pear, who at the inftigation of Satan, have endeavoured to ruin the in-
habitants of a large and flourifhing town: that being heartily defirous
for their converfion, they did earneftly exhort and pray every one of
them, by the bowels of charity, to become followers of good works,
that they may be a people acceptable to Almighty God : that there was
yet a time for repentance, which might be accepted, if they would be-
come reconciled, and endeavour to make fatisfaction to thofe whom they
had fo greatly injured : that the crimes they were guilty of, were dire&ly
repugnant to the will of that Omnipotent and Good Being, who difpenfed
his bleffings to all mankind. They, moreover, earneftly exhorted them and
every faithful Chriftian, to contribute freely to the maintenance and up-

-holding of the faid water courfes, by which means they would in fome

meafure, atone for their paft offences; and, as much as in them lay,
redrefs thofe grievances which themfelves had occafioned : and that all
who fhould be inftrumental in promoting this public work of fuch ge-
neral utility, by generoufly contributing thereto, fhould, by the mercy of
Gad, and of the blefled Apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, receive the re-
leafe of one hundred days, in any pennance that is already or fhall here-
after be enjoined them.”
Given at Rome under the Papal Seal, in the year of the nativity
of our Lord 1413. IndiGtion V. the 20th of July..
The procuring of the above inftrument, it appears, coft the town of
Hull a very confiderable fum of money; but, how much foever it was,
they
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they had no caufe to repent of what they had done ; fince the good effe@s 4. D- 1413
it produced were aftonithing. For from this time, all attempts of cor-
rupting and poifoning the waters and filling up the canals ceafed.” This

mild and affeCtionate reproof put an end to all future acts of violence,

and filenced all murmurings and complaints, fo that the town, from

that time, has been plentifully fupplied with this neceffary article.

T CHAP.
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CHAZP IV

The Charter renewed by Henry V.—The King requires a fupply
of Ships and Men.—Orders iffued by the Mayor for the bet-
ter Obfervance of the Lord’s-Day.—Charter renewed by
Henry VI.—The Town made Corporate and a County Town.

'—The King folicits a Loan of the Magiftrates.—Regulations
refpelling the Mayors, Sheriffs, &c.—The Town divided
into Wards.—Suit between Hull gnd Beverley refpeling the
Haven. ‘

ENRY the Fifth, on the 1oth of December 1414, granted a new
Charter to the town of Hull; in which, after reciting at large all
the freedoms, privileges, and immunities, contained in the different
charters of the Kings his predeceflors, he confirmed them, in the fol-
lowing words : “ We, allowing the grants, and confirmations, liberties,
and freedoms aforefaid, and all and fingular other things contained in

the charters and letters aforefaid, do for us and our heirs, as much as

in us is, accept, approve, grant and confirm them to our well beloved
Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgefles, of the faid town, and their heirs and fuc-
ceflors, burgefles of the faid town, even as their charters and letters
aforefaid do reafonably teftify, and even as the fame Mayor, Bailiffs, and
Burgeffes, ought to ufe and enjoy the liberties and freedoms aforefaid,
and as they and their predeceffors have been accuftomed heretofore, from
the time of making the faid charters and letters, reafonably to ufe and
enjoy the fame liberties and freedoms and every of them. In witnefs
whereof we have caufed thefe our Letters Patent to be made. Witnefs

ourfelf at Weftminfter, the 10th of December, in the fecond year of
our reign,”

chry

¢ Town's Records,




[ or]

. Henry being refolved to profecute his claim to the crown of France, 4.D. 1414.

was making extraordinary preparations for invading that kingdom ; and
on the 18th of March this year he wrote to the Mayor and Burgefles of
this town, demanding a fupply of fhips and men, according to their a-
bility, to affift him in carrying his plan into effe@. Soon after the re-
ceipt of the King’s letter, the Mayor, and the Aldermen, after confulting
the principal inhabitants, and moft fubftantial fthip-owners, fent the fol-
lowing loyal reply to Henry Beauford, the King’s Uncle, Bithop of
Winchefter, and Chanceller of Englnnd bearing date the 28th of the
fame month.

To the Reverend Father in Chrift, the Right Worthipful, and our
Noble Lord, the Bifhop of Winchefter, Chancellor of England.
Right Reverend Father in Chrift, Right Worfhipful and our Noble
Lord, we recommend usunto your.good Lordﬂnp, in as humble manner
as we can, with all manner of reverence. Forafmuch as the ng our
{overeign Lord, by his moft noble letters miffive, written at his caftle of
Kenelworth, the 18th day of this inftant, month of March, to us dire&-
ed, willing, defiring, and eommanding us to aflift him with the fetting
forth a thip or thips to the fea; and fo to encourage his . faithful fub-
jes, owners and vituallers of fhips, that thereby he may be able to
‘rebuke his enemies of France and Scotland, with their adherents, who
endeavour with a great number of thips upon the fea, the hurt and
nuifance of our faid Sovereign Lord, his kingdom and fubjecs:  his
Majefty at the fame time, commanding us to inform his Highnefs, as
foon as poffible, of our towardlinefs and good difpofition in that behalf:
—We therefore, his true and humble fubjeds, certify unto ‘your noble
Lordthip, that for the accomplithing our faid Sovereign Lord’s com-
mands, we have, and at all times will ever ufe, our utmpft diligence to
ferve him. We have already difcourfed with feveral owners of fhips,

and inhabitants here, and find them very well difpofed to do the King’s
pleafure, and to furnith him with a thip or thips, if the King’s High-

nefs will order the managing and vn&ualhng thereof: and fo we take
our
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CHAP.1V our leave befeeching the Holy Trinity to preferve the Right Reverend,

Right Worthipful, and Right Noble Eftate, in felicity long to endure.
Writ at Kingfton-upon-Hull, the 28th day of March, by your full loyal
and true fervants the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonality of the
faid town.

One manufcript fays, that Hull fupplied the King with feveral thips
of great burthen, and many foldiers for this expedition : but it does not
fpecify the particular number with which they furnithed him.

It appears that at this time, fo little refpect was paid to the Lord’s
Day, that markets were held and all kinds of merchandize openly ex-

- pofed to public fale. In order to put a ftop to fo flagrant a profanation

Orders for
the obfer-
vance of the

Lord’s Day,

The Town
made Cor-
porate,

of that day, the Mayor, Mr. John Bedford iffued out the following orders:
¢¢ That no markets thould be held upon Sunday, nor any merchandize or
goods fold thereon, under the penalty of fix fhillings and eight pence to
the feller, and three fhillings and four pence to the buyer, except, accord«
ing to ancient cuftom, from Lammas to Michaclmas: that no butcher fell
or expofe to fale any meat on that day on the aforefaid penalty : that no
cooks nor victuallers fhall drefs meat, except for ftrangers, and that too
before eleven o’clock : that no tradefmen keep their thops open, or fell
any goods : nor any vintners or ale fellers deliver or fell ale or wine on
the faid day, under the aforefaid penalties. Any perfon who fhould in-
form againft tranfgreflors, fhould be entitled to the fum of one thilling
and eight pence, over and above the half of the fums fo forfeited ; pro-
vided he acted out of pure zeal, devoid of felf-intereft or malice.

In the fixth year of the reign of Henry VI. the town’s charter was
confirmed by a& of parliement. And in the 18th year of his reign,
this Prince, in confideration of the great loyalty and faithful fervices done
to him and his progenitors by the town of Hull, reviewed and confirmed all

their old charters : * made it a corporate town by the name of Mayor and -

Burgefles :

* This Charter runs in the following words :—Henry by the grace of God, of England, and
of France, King, and Lord of Ireland, to all Archbifhops, Bithops, Abbotts, &c. Know ye

that of the fpecial and inward affc&ion that we have to our town of Kinglton- -upon- -Hull, and to
the

~ o -
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Burgefles: that they fhould have a perpetual fucceffion, and be capablc 4.D. 1414

to implead in any of the King’s Courts before his Judges.
U At

the Mayor and Commonalty of the faid town, and in confideration of the good demeans and
fervices of the Burgefles of the fame town, hitherto divers ways done, as well to usas to our
noble progenitors Kings of England ; and the good labour, great cofts and expences that the faid
Burgefles continually in times paft have had, and fupported in their bodies, goods, and fhips:
We, having refpeft to the premifes, camneftly meaning to advance, encrealc, and relieve the faid
town and Burgefles thereof, by the beit means we may, of our fpecial grace, own mere motion,
and certain knowledge :—— ' ) '

We have granted, and by thefe our Letters Patent confirmed for usand our heirs, to the faid
Burgefies and their heirs, and fucceffors, Burgefles of the fame town for ever, the liberties, fran-
chifes, freedoms, &c. hercafter written; and that the faid town be for ever incorporate, of a
Mayor and Burgefles, and their fucceffors: that the Mayor and Burgefles of the faid town corpo-
rate be a particular Commonalty for ever, incorporate in deed and name, by the name of Mayor
and Burgefles of that town, and have a perpetual fucceffion for ever: and that the faid Mayor
and Burgefles and their fucceffors aforefaid, fhall be liable in the law to ferve and be ferved, de-
fcnd and be defended, to plead and be impleaded, in all pleas, fuits,'quarrcls, and demands ; and
alfo attions, reals, perfoaals, mixt and moved, or to be moved in any of our courts, eur heirs,
or any other whatfoever, as well before us as before any Jultices or courts fpiritual or temporal =
aad further, of our fpecial Grace, we have granted for us, and our heirs to the fame Mayor and
Burgefles of the faid town fo incorporate, and their fucceffors, that they likewife be perfons liable
in the laws to purchafe lands, tcnements, rents, fervices and poffeflions within the fame town,. or
the liberties and precin&s of the fame; to have and tohold to them and their fucceflors:for ever
the ftatute of Mortmain, or any other ftatutes before this time made to the contrary notwith{tand-
ing, the fervice thereof dome to us always excepted and referved : and morcover, of our abund-
ant grace, we have granted for us and our heirs, to the faid Burgefles their heirs, and fucceflors,
Burgefles of the faid town for ever, that the faid town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, and the precinéts
of the fame as it is now limited, which now is within the body of the county of York, fhall be
from the morrow after the feaft of Trinity next coming, feveral, diitin&, and altogether cxempt
for ever from the faid county of York, as well by Iax;d as by water 3 and that the faid town of
Kingfton-upon-Hull, fhall be accounted, from the fame day, a county of itfclf, and not a parceb
of the county of York ; and that the fame Burgeffes and their heirs and fucceffors, Burgeffes of
the faid town, that fhall be hereafter chofen to be Mayor of the faid town,. fhall be chofen in the
fame place, time, manner and form, as other Burgefles have hithertoforc been accuftomed to be
chofen Mayor of that town.

And alfo we have granted for usand our heirs, that as well every Burgefs of the faxd~ t.own,.
who fhall at any time hercafter be eleied Mayor of the fame, as ke that is now Mayor,. forth-
with as foon as he fhall be fo eleted, fhall be efcheator to us and our heirs, in the town and
precinéts aforcfaid, during the time that any fuch Burgeffes fhall be in the office of Mayor ; and

what the faig Bmxeﬂ'cs and their heirs and ficceflors, burgcﬂes of the.faid town,. fhall for ever, in:
placa
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At the fame time alfo he conftituted the town, with the precinéts

thereof, a county of itfclf; comprehending the towns and parifhes of
Haflel,

place of Bailiffs of the faid town, have onc Sheriff in the {aid town, and precinfls, and county of
the famc, which Sheriff fhall be ele@t.d in manner and fonn following :—The Burgefles of the
faid town, on the morrow after Trinity Sunday next coming, fhall choof: from among themfclves
one mecet man to be Shenff of the faid town, which Sheriff fhall have and occupy the faid office
until Michaclmas Day next following, and all that day and the day following, on which day ano-
ther Burgefs thall bé chofen to be Sheriff in his room. So that, for the future, the Shenff fhall
be yearly cho en on the day next following after the Feaft of St. Michael the Archangel, in the
manner and form hereafter written ; that is to fay, the Burgeflcs every year, in the place of four
Bailiffs, fhall choofc from amongft themfelves onc meet man, after the fame manner as the faid
town have been accuftomed in times paft, to choofe their Bailiffs; and that the Burgefles of the
faid town, who fhall be yearly chofen to be Sheriffs of the {4id town, or borough and county of the
town or borough, in manner and form aforcfaid, as well on the faid morrow next fellowing after
Trinity Sunday, asafter the Fealt of St. Michael, fhall forthwith, after his eletion, be fworn in
due form, before the Mayor of the faid town for the time being, and fhall not go out of the faid
town to be fworn ; whici Sheriffs fhall for ever be certified unto our Chancery and our Heirs,

under the Common Scal of the faid town of Kingfton-upon-Hull. That all Writs, and other Re-
ceipts, which were wont to be ferved by the Bailiffs of the County of York, fhall now, for ever,
from the faid morrow after Trinity Sunday, folcly be committed and added to the (aid town of
Kingfton-upon-Hull, and that he the faid Sheriff fhall, at all times hereafter, hold and keep his
County Days there continually, from month to month, inthe fame manner and form as other our
Sheriffs, in other places within this our Realm, do hald their Leets or County Days, or as others
our Sheriffs, or the Sheriffs of our Heirs of other placcs within the Realm fhall hold and keep
their County Courts; that the Mayor and Sheriff of the faid town, and their fucceflurs for ever,

may likewife keep a Court there from day to day ; that the faid Sheriff fhall, tor ever hereafter,
have and reccive the profits of the faid Court, as the Bailiffs of the faid town accuftomed to keep
their Courts there, and to have and receive the profits thereof,

We have alfo, for Us and ourfHeirs, as much as in us is, granted, and by our prefent Charter,
confirmed to the faid Burgeffes, and their Heirs for ever, that none of them fhall ferve, or be
ferved, before us our Heirs or other our Juftices without the faid town, for any lands or tene-
ments which they held within the {aid town or liberties of the fame, nor of any trefpals, covenant,
or contra&t, made wi hin the faid town, or the liberties or precints of the fam- ; and if any of the
faid Burgefles, or any others, will ferve for any lands or tenements being within the town or liberty,
or precinéts of the fume, or complain of any trefpafs done in the faid town or liberty, or precinéts
of the fame, let him profecute his aftion, right, and quarrel, before the Mayor and Sheriff of the
faid town; and if the fame altions, or complaints, cannot be determined before them, then to be
determined before our Juftices next coming into the town, and not without the faid town, or be.
fore fome of our Juftices thercunto by us efpecially appointed : And that the Mayor and Sheriff

of
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Haflel, North Ferriby, Swanland, Weft-Ella, Kirk-Ella, F ranby, Wil- 4. D. 1414.
lardby, Wooferton, Anlaby, and all the fite of the priory of Haltem-~
price.

of the faid town, for the time being, from the day next following after Trinity Sunday, fhall hold
pleas for ever within the Guildhall of the fame town, of all manner of pleas, fuits, quarrels, and
demands; and alfo all a&tions real, perfonal, and mixt, moved, or to be moved, within the faid
town and liberties, and precinés of the fame.

‘We have granted, morcover, for Us and our Heirs, and by this our prefent Charter, confirmed
to the Mayor and Burgefles of the town of Kingfton-upon-Hull, that they fhall have, for ever,
Canveyances of all ‘nanner of Pleas of Aflizes, novel Diffeifin, and Mort de Anceftor, of and for
all manner of lands and tenements within the town's liberties and precinéts aforefaid, as well Be-
dore our Juftices of both counties, Juftices appointed to take aflize, as before any other our Juftices
and Minifters or the Juftices and Minifters of our heirs and fucceffors before the Mayor and
Sheriff of the faid town, for the time being, to be taken and holden in the Guild Hall, as the
fame Mayor and Burgefles have had and holden in times paft, before the Mayor and Bailiffs of
the {ame town ; and no Efcheator nor Sheriff of the county of York, enter nor prefume to enter
- the {aid town